
 

Town of Bernardston 
Board of Selectmen 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING MINUTES:  November 19, 2014 

                              

Select Board Members Present:                                                                Others Present:                                 

Robert R. Raymond, Chairman                                                             Joyce Muka, Town Accountant 

Virginia M. Budness  - absent                                                                  

Louis J. Bordeaux                                                                                        

                                                                                                                     

Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 9.45am.  

 

The situation with the Treasurer, Melanie Lewis, is getting worse. She has claimed to be having been ill in the 

last 2-weeks impacting the ability to process payroll and vendor warrants. In addition, there are several 

important functions to her position that have not been completed. Joyce Muka, Town Accountant, stated that 

quarterly cash reports for the Department of Revenue and monthly cash receipts have yet to be turned in. In 

addition, the Town’s Workers Compensation insurer, MIIA, has been unable to complete an audit on FY14 

payroll. The Tax Collector is concerned that over $700,000 in tax receipts have yet to be deposited. She has not 

been present in her office of late, and has not been holding office hours as posted.  

 

Melanie indicated to the Town Coordinator Hugh Campbell she would resign via a text message. Bob suggested 

she be asked to sign a letter of resignation so the Board can formulate a plan to replace her. Hugh Campbell 

received an e-mail from Dale Kowacki, Executive Director of the Franklin Retirement System, that he knows 

of 3 Treasurers for other municipalities that may be interested in filling a vacancy. Bob and Lou agreed to 

request Melanie resign effective November 28, 2014, allowing for the next payroll warrant to be processed. Jill 

Watrous could also be trained by Melanie for processing the next immediate warrants. Should Melanie resign 

November 28th, the Board will interview prospective candidates for the vacancy. Melanie would also need to 

return computers and files to the Town Hall from her residence.  

 

Given the nature of the position as an elected official, the Board has limited options to resolve problems with 

the Treasurer’s office. Melanie’s term expires May 2017, so even if the ballot question to convert the position to 

appointed passes in May 2015, it will still be an elected position through May 2017. 

 

Adjourn   With no further business to be discussed, Lou made a motion to declare the meeting adjourned at 

10.01.am. Bob seconded.  Lou –aye, Bob – aye. Motion carried.   

 

Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator 

 

_________________, Chair             ___________________, Member _________________, Member 

Robert R. Raymond                      Louis J. Bordeaux                             Virginia M. Budness                 


