
 

Town of Bernardston 
Board of Selectmen 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of August 6, 2014   

 

Select Board Members Present:                                Others Present:   

Robert R. Raymond, Chairman                                                       Jane Dutcher, Finance Committee 

Virginia M. Budness , Vice-Chairman                                            Eric Almeida, Planning Board  

Louis J. Bordeaux, Clerk                                                                   Frank Ribeiro 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6.01pm.  

 

Bob announced the meeting is being broadcast by BNCTV. 

 

Warrants (week ending August 1, 2014) 

Bob asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of $39,518.47. Motion by 

Virginia to approve, second by Lou. Motion carried.  

 

Bob called for a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $46,488.23. Motion by 

Virginia to approve, second by Lou. Motion carried.  

 

Minutes 

Regular Meeting of July 23, 2014. Motion by Lou to approve as written, second by Virginia. Motion 

carried.  

Special Meeting of July 28, 2014. Motion by Lou to approve as written, second by Virginia. Motion 

carried.  

 

Calendar & Announcements 

Bob read aloud the calendar and announcements highlighting Old Home Days for Saturday August 9th 

from 10am – 3pm. Bob noted that the annual cribbage tournament will be without cribbage savant 

Russ “Kasparov” Deane, thus competition entrants will now have a fighting chance. In addition, Lou 

announced the Stanley Cup will be on display at the Greenfield Skating Rink on Saturday August 10th 

as part of a fundraiser for the Franklin County Hockey Association. The Head Trainer of the Los 

Angeles Kings, Chris Kinglsey, formerly of Greenfield, is bringing the trophy to the rink for his day 

with the cup.  

 
Permits 

Bob read aloud residential and commercial permits issued by the FCCIP for the month July, 2014.  
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Citizen’s Concerns 

None.  

 
Appointments  

None. 

 

New Business  

Franklin County Solid Waste Management District – The Board received a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) from the FC Solid Waste Management District for collection of household 

hazardous waste at a budget of $700.00. Motion by Virginia it sign the MOU, second by Lou. Motion 

carried.  

 

Time-Off Request – The Board considered a request for time-off by an employee. Motion by Lou to 

approve, second by Virginia. Motion carried.  

 

FRCOG Selectmen Workshops – The Franklin County Regional Council of Governments released its 

2014-2015 schedule of Selectmen workshops. A list of 9 separate workshops beginning August 28th 

and ending in May, 2015 are detailed. Bob asked that this list be made available to the Board on a 

recurring basis as a reminder to members.  

 

FRCOG Financial Management Seminars – The FRCOG also released a series of 3 separate seminars 

presented by state Dept of Revenue (DOR) officials September – November dealing with municipal 

finance. Again, Bob asked this schedule be made available to the Board and Finance Committee for 

reference.  Lou said he found these sessions very informative and worthwhile attending, particularly 

as he was a first year Selectman learning the process.  

 

FRTA Meeting – A meeting has been scheduled at the Franklin Regional Transit Authority (FRTA) 

between representatives from Bernardston and Northfield for Monday August 18th at 11am. The 

objective of the meeting is to serve as a primer on how FRTA services are provided to the Council on 

Aging in Bernardston and Northfield including how services are financed. Dianne Cornwell, COA 

Director, Virginia Budness, Selectman and Town Coordinator Hugh Campbell will represent 

Bernardston. According to Dianne Cornwell, FRTA ridership demands in Northfield for the first time 

outpaced those in Bernardston for the month of July. Benardston is assessed on the state cherry sheet 

so-called, a larger share of the cost by a 3:1 ratio ($15,000 to $5,000.) 

 

Old Business 

Special Town Meeting– The Board discussed the timing of calling a Special Town Meeting to fund the 

additional $130,530.60 to the Town’s assessment of the PVRS FY15 school budget. The Town has  
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been notified of an additional $40,970 to the first of 5 installments due August 15th. Several dates 

were discussed in terms of scheduling a Special Town Meeting. Meetings by the Selectmen and 

Finance Committee to decide how the assessment addition will be funded have yet to fully take place. 

Frank Ribeiro asked the Board to consider using the stabilization fund as a source, or a combination 

of the same and taxation. Bob said the Board had preliminarily talked about taxation as the source but 

had yet to discuss the issue in detail with the Finance Committee. Jane Dutcher, Chairman of the 

Finance Committee stated her personal feeling was to fund the additional assessment by taxation, but 

could not speak for the Finance Committee as a whole. The Finance Committee has scheduled a 

meeting on August 18th to decide on the matter. The following schedule was proposed in a motion by 

Lou: prepare a Special Town Meeting warrant for signature at the Board’s regular meeting on 

September 3rd with a Special Town Meeting to be held on Monday September 22nd at BES. Second by 

Virginia. Motion carried. School officials at BES and PVRS will be contacted as to the availability of 

BES for September 22nd. This allows for more than adequate time for compliance with the 14-days 

posting period. Several zoning articles are being proposed by the Planning Board for consideration 

involving the Center Village zoning designation for the South Street corridor, and adoption of the 

state building code Stretch Code. Eric Almeida, Planning Board Chairman gave brief presentation on 

the proposed changes. A public hearing was held on July 30th to address the proposed changes.  

 

Master Plan – Bob announced that he, Town Coordinator and resident John Lepore had recently 

spoken with David Nordstrom, Administrative Director of The Conway School (formerly known as 

the Conway School of Landscape Design,) regarding assisting in preparation of the Town’s Master 

Plan. Circumstances to Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator, have made it difficult for him to devote 

time and energy to the project outside of regular office hours. Bob stated The Conway School could 

be invaluable in keeping the Master Plan development on the front burner, and providing much of 

the legwork on behalf of the town. The cost is $6,500 per 12-week term. A team of 2 to 3 students 

would be assigned to the project. The Conway School has provided elements of the 9 criteria to a 

Master Plan to many municipalities, but not an entire Master Plan. Eric Almeida stated he is grateful 

for any help the Planning Board can get to accomplish a Master Plan. Local oversight would continue 

through the creation of a Master Plan Steering Committee. Bob asked for a motion to consider a 

proposal from The Conway School at this point in the process at no cost to the Town. Motion by 

Virginia to accept a Scope of Services from The Conway School for the Town’s Master Plan, second 

by Lou. Motion carried.  

 

Bernardston Elementary School Computer Lab carpet– An inspection is scheduled for 9.30am at BES 

Thursday August 7th of the BES computer lab carpet with the contractor Earth First Flooring. There is 

a seam in the carpet that is easily visible and should be repaired or replaced. Steve Field from PVRS 

will be there to represent the school district.  
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FY14 Audit – Jane raised the point of the FY14 audit, which the Board had deferred until FY15, that 

the funds were appropriated at Town Meeting for FY14, not FY15. Bob argued the worth of 

conducting an audit as it only deals with best practices and does not provide a detailed audit. Lou said 

that unless there are problems with procedures, perhaps an audit is worthwhile. Jane reminded to the 

Board that audits are like insurance, in that you need to know that things are being done properly, 

and you don’t want to wait for a problem to surface. She said that 3-years are a reasonable interval 

between audits, and the DOR recommends annual audits. Bob suggested the Board discuss this matter 

at the next meeting.  

 

Town Coordinator Report – None. 

 

Adjourn   With no further business to be discussed, Lou made a motion to declare the meeting 

adjourned at 7.17pm, Virginia seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator 

 

 

_________________, Chairman       ___________________, Member _________________, Member 

Robert R. Raymond                     Virginia M. Budness                  Louis J. Bordeaux  


