
 

Town of Bernardston 
Board of Selectmen 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of July 23, 2014   

 

Select Board Members Present:                                Others Present:   

Robert R. Raymond, Chairman                                                       Jane Dutcher, Finance Committee 

Virginia M. Budness , Vice-Chairman                                            Gary Wetherby, Highway Supt.                                              

Louis J. Bordeaux, Clerk                                                                   See attached list.         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6.01pm.  

 

Bob announced the meeting is being broadcast by BNCTV. 

 

Warrants (week ending July 18, 2014) 

Bob asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of $41,587.69. Motion by 

Virginia to approve, second by Lou. Motion carried.  

 

Bob called for a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $173,898.91. Motion by 

Virginia to approve, second by Lou. Motion carried. A significant payout to the Franklin County 

Housing Authority for $135,000 from the FY13 CDBG grant award constituted the bulk of the vendor 

warrant for the period. In addition, Bob discussed the Tree Warden payroll and expenses for FY14 

which were submitted for the entire year on a lump sum basis without time-sheets, and expenses 

contained limited back-up information. He asked for a motion to have the Board refuse authorizing 

payment of payroll or expenses in the future if, a) time sheets are not turned in when the work is 

incurred, and b) if expenses are not turned in promptly accompanied by appropriate receipts. Virginia 

made a motion to support Bob’s statement, second by Lou. Motion carried.  

 

Minutes 

Regular Meeting of July 9, 2014. Motion by Lou to approve as written, second by Virginia. Motion 

carried.  

 

Calendar & Announcements 

Bob read aloud adding Old Home Days for Saturday August 9th 10am-3pm at Cushman Park.  

 
Permits 

Bob read aloud residential and commercial permits issued by the FCCIP for the month June, 2014.  
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Citizen’s Concerns 

None.  

 
Appointments  

6.05pm   Ray & Carolyn Johnson, 136 West Mountain Rd 

               Scott Williams, 155 West Mountain Rd 

Ray & Carolyn Johnson and Scott Williams came before the Board to seek road improvements to 

West Mountain Rd. A letter from Ray Johnson outlining their concerns and improvement suggestions 

was submitted as part of the record. Both residents argued West Mountain Rd has experienced 

increased traffic over the years causing dust to be more of a problem in dryer conditions. Scott 

Williams believed the road should be paved. Gary Wetherby, Highway Supt., said the road has been 

milled, not paved in the past. There is a distinct difference between a milled road and a paved road. 

The Johnson’s also have concerns about water flow off the road leading to gravel and sand washing 

onto their property and could be a threat to their septic system. Bob said the Johnson residence is 

located in a low point geographically and will naturally attract water finding its lowest point. Scott 

Williams asked why Cross St was given preference over West Mountain Rd for improvements 

recently. Gary stated the state pothole funding so-called could only be used on roads that met certain 

criteria. Cross St qualified and West Mountain Rd did not. Otherwise, the Town only receives 

approximately $140,000 annually in state Chapter 90 road fund for improvements. The Board stated 

the Highway crew does an excellent job of maintaining the Town’s roads with limited manpower and 

resources, and will do what is practical for West Mountain Rd.  

 

6.15pm   Lionel Gagnon, 163 Parmenter Rd 

               Erik Van Natta, 175 Parmenter Rd 

Lionel Gagnon and Erik Van Natta stated in their opinion, the recent overlay paving of Parmenter Rd 

has resulted in excess flow of water from the road surface onto their properties. Both residents 

appeared before the Board in person to express their concerns about excess water runoff from the 

road surface. Gary Wetherby stated the road has a crown in the center line, which is required for 

flood or water pooling prevention on the road surface. Water now flows to the edges of the road. A 

drainage system beneath the road is not an option. Much of the water flow onto the Gagnon and Van 

Natta properties is emanating from a neighboring residence driveway above them. During periods of 

heavy rain, water flow can be difficult to manage on roads without drainage infrastructure. However 

Gary will assess the situation to see if a combination of berm installation and loam will help with the 

excess water overflow. 

 

New Business  

Highway Dept Personnel – The Finance Committee proposed increasing the hours of the Transfer 

Station Attendant from a dedicated 20-hour per week to a full-time status of 36-hours per week.  
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Twenty hours would still be allocated to the Transfer Station 2-days a week. The balance would be 

dedicated to the Highway Department. Highway Supt., Gary Wetherby is in favor of the increase in 

hours and the extra help of a worker to the crew. Advantages include elimination of contracting lawn 

care, ground maintenance, snowplowing at BES, vacation/absentee coverage and a reduction in 

overtime. The cost is likely a break-even situation for the Town said Jane Dutcher, Finance 

Committee Chair. Virginia stated the Highway Dept is consistently asked to perform more and more 

duties each year, so the extra help is worthwhile. Bob asked Gary if he could sustain an additional 16-

hour per week year round. Gary answered in the affirmative. Motion by Virginia, second by Lou to 

increase the hours of the Transfer Station Attendant to 36-hour per week at a split rate of $11.28 for 

Transfer Station duties and $14.00 per hour for Highway Department. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Virginia to increase the hourly wage of Dexter Nelson to $11.00 per hour, second by Lou. 

Motion carried. This was done to bring longtime employee Dexter Nelson’s wage more in line with 

area town transfer station wages.  

 

Franklin County Solid Waste Management District – MOU - A Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) for FY15 hauling services was presented for consideration by the Franklin County Solid 

Waste Management District. Rates for various hauling services and categories had increased slightly 

across the board. Motion to sign the MOU by Lou, second by Virginia. Motion carried.  

 

Franklin County Dog Control MOU – The Franklin County Sherriff’s Department submitted the 

FY15 MOU for dog control services to the Town. The cost is $500 based on the Town’s population. 

Motion to sign the MOU by Lou, second by Virginia. Motion carried.  

 

PVRS FY15 Assessment – The Board briefly discussed the implications of the Town of Northfield 

override vote recount scheduled for Thursday July 24th at 1pm. A Special Town Meeting would need 

to be scheduled to handle an increased FY15 school assessment sometime within the next 6-weeks. 

Bobs said the increased transportation funding promised by the state only deals with busing of 

students beyond 1.5 miles from school. It does not address student transportation costs within 

1.5miles of school, sports teams or other extra-curricular activities.  

 

Youth Dedication 2014 Annual Report – The local newspaper recently featured Ethan Seaman of 

West Mountain Rd for his efforts in establishing a school in Haiti. Ethan graduated from PVRS and 

Keene State College. The Board feels he would be an excellent candidate for the Youth Dedication 

included in the 2014 Annual Report.  

 

Letter of Appreciation – Chief James Palmeri – The Board received a letter from the Rochester Police 

Department lauding the praises of Chief Jim Palmeri and his role in a 7-day outdoor educational 

program held in Northfield for 130 seventh grade students. Bob read the letter aloud. Jim was  
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instrumental in making the outdoor education event a success. The letter will be placed in Jim’s 

personnel file and a letter of recognition will follow suit from the Selectmen.  

 

Bernardston Elementary School Roof – Bob mentioned the BES roof near the southern edge of the 

building near the main entrance experienced leakage during a recent heavy rain storm. Buckets had 

to be placed under the leak inside the foyer to catch water dripping from the ceiling. Bob said the 

roof is less than 2-years old and any problems with leaks need to be passed onto the Selectmen as 

landlords as soon as it occurs. This could be a one-time event from wind and rain getting under the 

shingles, but it bears watching for future problems.  

 

Old Business 

Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan (NHMP) – The FRCOG is seeking a formal adoption of the NHMP 

submitted to FEMA and MEMA for review. The plan is now ready for formal adoption at the local 

level and submission to federal and state officials. Motion to adopt the NHMP for the Town of 

Bernardston by Lou, second by Virginia. Motion carried.  

 

Town Coordinator Report     

 

BES Carpet – Earth First Flooring is placing carpet down at BES in the computer lab this week.  

 

USDA Beaver Invoice – The Town has been invoiced for beaver trapping by the USDA with a July 8, 

2014 date. The work was completed in May & June 2013 (FY13.) It is possible the bill can be paid this 

late after the work was incurred. The accountant will be consulted accordingly. 

 

 

Adjourn   With no further business to be discussed, Lou made a motion to declare the meeting 

adjourned at 7.24pm, Virginia seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator 

 

 

_________________, Chairman       ___________________, Member _________________, Member 

Robert R. Raymond                     Virginia M. Budness                  Louis J. Bordeaux  


