
Town of Bernardston
Board of Selectmen

 
 
 
MEETING MINUTES:  June 6, 2012
 
Select Board Members Present:                            Others Present:  
Virginia M. Budness, Chairman                                                      Jane Dutcher            
Robert R. Raymond                                                                         Philip Lear
Louis Bordeaux                                                                                 Stan Garland
 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 10.00am.
 
School Road Project – MassWorks Grant Award Contract
The Town received a contract from the Commonwealth for the amount of $399,997 to fund 
the School Rd project. Motion by Bob to accept, second by Lou. Motion carried. Virginia as 
Chair signed the contract. 
 
School Road Project – Notice of Award
Stantec recommends the Town award the project contract to J.L. Raymaakers of Westfield 
as the lowest responsible bidder complete with 7 of 9 alternates for a total amount of 
$351,718.13. The base bid by Raymaakers was $335,732.43. The Board discussed the 
various alternates including the number of trees planned for planting toward the end of the 
project. Motion by Bob to award the contract to J.L. Raymaakers of Westfield, MA in the 
amount of $351,718.13 with the Base Bid and Alternates 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8 & 9, second by 
Lou. Motion carried unanimous. 
 
Cushman Park
Bill Pratt representing the Cushman Park Committee requested the Highway Dept remove 
the backstop from the ball field area. Motion to approve by Virginia, second Bob. Motion 
carried. 
 
Resignation
Brian Winslow has submitted his resignation from the Recreation Commission due as he is 
relocating out of Bernardston.  The Board accepted Brian’s resignation with regret. 
 
Police Dept 
The Public Safety complex received a lightning strike on May 30th which damaged the 
newly installed surveillance system and a desktop computer unit. The estimated repair is 
approx. $3,500. Hugh Campbell has submitted a claim to the Town insurer, MIIA. There 
is a property deductible for $1,000, however there is $250 on the Special Property Floater 
which the Police equipment carries a blanket unscheduled limit of $31,500. Hugh is hoping 
the claim is covered under the latter. 
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BOS Meeting
June 6, 2012
(cont.) 
 
 
Free Store 
Virginia read a letter from Mary Lyons asking for reconsideration to open the Free Store. 
Philip Lear, School Rd discussed with the Board possible options to re-open the Free Store 
at the Town Transfer Station. Alan 
Pratt would not bend on management of the Free Store but for the rules he proposed to the 
Board at a recent meeting. The Board in turn reinforced their guidelines to which Alan could 
not accept. Philip said it was shame the Free Store could no re-open. He personally has 
benefited from the free items left by residents for re-use. Lou said someone or some entity 
needs to step forward and run the store according to the Town’s guideline for it to operate 
properly. Phil did think that volunteers overseeing the Free Store should get first pick of the 
Free Store as a reward for their time. 
 
Stan Garland, former Selectmen joined the meeting in progress. 
 
Appointments
Motion made by Virginia to appoint Bill Shores, Louella Atherton and Janice Grover to the 
Historical Commission through March 31, 2015, second by Bob. Motion carried. 
 
Personnel Policy
The Board reviewed revised language under Section 12.5 this time with the inclusion at 
Virginia’s recommendation to add the retirement age clause of 62 for eligibility. Additional 
discussion took place among the Board and Finance Chair Jane Dutcher. It is unknown if 
the Special Town Meeting article passed in August of 2011 related to MGL Chapter 32B 
Section 18 is in effect since the General Court rescinded Section 18 as of July 1, 2011 
replacing it with Section 18A. The Attorney General’s office will be contacted to determine 
the validity and or status of the Town vote. The matter was tabled until more information 
could be determined. 
 
Recreation Commission
The Recreation Commission is asking to donate $6,700 to the Adam Harrington foundation 
to assist in the financing of basketball and tennis equipment at BES. At issue is whether 
the Commission should donate the funds directly to the foundation or pay the vendor direct 
and if so, would this trigger state procurement practices. It was decided to direct pay the 
vendor presuming at least 3 quotes were received by the Harrington Foundation to remain 
compliant with state procurement practices. 
 
South Street Improvement Project. 
Bids will be opened at 10am Thursday, June 7 at Town Hall 
 
Solid Waste District MOU
The Franklin County Solid Waste District is seeking the Board’s approval of a Memorandum 
of Understanding for waste hauling and disposal fees for FY13. Motion by Virginia to 
approve and sign the MOU, second by Lou. Motion carried. 
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Annual Town Meeting, June 7, 2012
The Board conducted a final brief review the warrant for Annual Town Meeting. Jane said 
some articles will be amended on the floor as final numbers are obtained. All changes are 
of a housekeeping nature. 
 
 
BOS Meeting
June 6, 2012
(cont.) 
 
 
Adjourn   With no further business to be discussed, Bob made a motion to declare the 
meeting adjourned at 12.05pm. Virginia seconded.  Motion carried.  
 
Attest: Hugh Campbell, Administrative Assistant
 
 
 
_________________, Chairman       ___________________, Member

_________________, Member
Virginia M. Budness                             Robert R. Raymond                        Louis Bordeaux
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