
 
Town of Bernardston

Board of Selectmen
 
 
 
MEETING MINUTES:  April 25, 2012
 
Select Board Members Present: Others Present:  
Robert R. Raymond, Chairman                           Jane Dutcher, Finance Committee
Stanley D. Garland                                               Gary Wetherby, Highway Supt. 
Virginia M. Budness                                               
 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 10.30am.
 
Minutes April 18, 2012. Approval was deferred until the regular meeting of May 2, 2012. 
 
Conservation Commission Appointment 
The Board had received the resignation of Robert Herrick from the Conservation 
Commission effective immediately. Motion by Stan to appoint Samantha Rowe, Bald 
Mountain Rd to fill the vacancy of Robert Herrick through March 31st, 2014, second Virginia. 
Motion carried. 
 
Transfer Station Attendant 
Highway Superintendent, Gary Wetherby, notified the Board of Transfer Attendant Norman 
Howard’s intention to take vacation the weekend of May 26. Gary will be seeking a 
substitute for Saturday, May 26th and for future days when the Transfer Station needs 
coverage. The hours are 10 hours per day 2 days a week at a rate of $10 per hour. Town 
policy is to post the job in-house for 7-days before advertising outside. Gary will draft some 
detail for Hugh Campbell to post an advertisement. 
 
Tree Removal – School Rd
Turner & Renaud is seeking additional compensation of $500 for removing wood chips from 
the wetland area adjacent to the tree belt on School Rd. Stan said the tree company should 
not have blown chips into the area and it is not the Town’s problem. Bob stated that he 
could not fathom why chips were blown into the area regardless of the wetland status of 
the land. It is still private property. Motion by Stan to deny the additional $500 requested 
by Turner & Renaud, second by Bob. Motion carried. 
 
Cushman Park 
The Cushman Library has requested use of Cushman Park for an overnight sleepover on 
Friday August 3rd.  Stan motioned to approve the request, second by Virginia. Motion 
carried. 
 
MIIA FY13 Rate Guarantee
The Town’s insurer, MIIA, has proposed to limit any rate increase for all lines of insurance, 
except Police & Fire Accident coverage, for FY13 at no more than 1.4%. Motion by Stan to 
accept, second by Virginia. Motion carried. 
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Treasurer 
Virginia stated she had spoken with former Treasurer Joy Grover about possibly being of 
help to the incoming Treasurer should the need arise. Jane Dutcher stated she knows of 
a training session in Worcester that would be helpful to newly elected Treasurer. The new 
Treasurer has to be bonded to take office and Bob suggested candidate Melanie Lewis begin 
the bonding process now to get this out of the way. Susan Malley is expected to stay on for 
training through May 31st which will include 2 payroll cycles. 
 
Audit
Bob asked if any information was available on the audit recently conducted by Melanson & 
Heath. Hugh Campbell said he been verbally told that there may be a $5,000 variance but 
it is in the Town’s favor not as a deficit. In addition, the cash audit will encompass all of 
FY12 rather than just the period of July 1 – Oct 31, 2011 as originally planned.
 
Missing Person
Bob asked for some details about the missing person incident last week. Stan said he was 
notified by Jim Palmeri of the operation. Chief Palmeri then joined the Board for additional 
discussion. He said the operation was completely under local control with assistance called 
in from the state police. All search operations for the missing person were conducted 
according to established procedures. The Fire Department was not called in until the very 
end phase of the search mission. 
 
 
Adjourn   With no further business to be discussed, Bob made a motion to declare the 
meeting adjourned at 11.35am. Virginia seconded.  Motion carried.  
 
Attest: Hugh Campbell, Administrative Assistant
 
 
 
_________________, Chairman       ___________________, Member

_________________, Member
Robert R. Raymond          Stanley D. Garland Virginia M. Budness
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