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Scope of Services 

for  

Town of Northfield, Massachusetts 

and 

Town of Bernardston, Massachusetts 

 

Comcast Cable License Renewal Processes 

(Northfield License Expiration – October 15, 2021) 

(Bernardston License Expiration – October 16, 2021) 

 

By William H. Solomon 

Attorney at Law 

 

(May 2020) 

 
Comcast License Renewal 

 

• License compliance review under current license, including a general review of payments 

(financial payment/revenue documents/information to be provided by Town or obtained from the 

Licensee.)   

 

• Analysis of recent Comcast licensing approaches and results with respect to financial and legal 

issues, and both general and specific recommendation to the Town in light thereof, taking into 

consideration Stow factors, including numbers and trends.  

 

• Review of current and future cable-related needs, including materials and input of Bernardston-

Northfield Community Television (“BNCTV”) and its Operations Manager. 

 

- PEG Access operations, programming, and funding needs for both operations and 

capital (equipment and facilities).   

 

- Assist the Towns develop strategic approaches and plans for the PEG Access, including, 

but not limited to:  

o Future PEG Access Operations and Programming; 

o Capital Requirements for PEG Access Moving Forward (10-year period);  

o PEG Access Video Return needs assessment and approach/plan;  

o PEG Access Channels and Programming: (a) High Definition; (b) Electronic 

Program Guide; and (c) Video-on-Demand; and  

o Cable Service to Public (Town and School) Buildings. 

o Navigating the new FCC Order regarding “In-Kind” Consideration and the 

application of costs therefrom to the franchise fee. 

 

• Discuss the timing of a public hearing(s) for ascertainment and strategic purposes, as well as for 

compliance with any applicable law and/or regulation.  (Please note that a public hearing may be 

affected by the Coronavirus/Covid-19 pandemic and an alternative means of addressing the 

Cable Act “notice and participation” provision may be decided upon by the Town in consultation 

with this office.) 

 

• Preparation for negotiations with Comcast regarding the financial terms and major issues. 
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• Negotiations with Comcast regarding financial terms and major issues.  

• This Scope of Services includes within the legal services cost cap proposed in the cover letter 

hereto, up to five (5) hours per Town for any outreach to or related work regarding the 

Massachusetts Broadband Program and the extension of the Cable System in your respective 

Town.   

• If the above referenced negotiations with Comcast do not lead to an agreement on the financial 

and other major terms of the renewal license by February 2021, the next phase of the license 

renewal process would be to proceed ahead with and complete the formal ascertainment process 

by May 2021. (At this time, I anticipate that there is a reasonable likelihood that an agreement 

as to the basic terms of the Renewal License and the Renewal License itself, will be completed 

prior to that time period, thereby making this next stage of the process unnecessary.  However, 

if renewal license agreements are not agreed upon and executed in May, I recommend that with 

the active assistance and work of this office and input by BNCTV, a Request for Response to 

Ascertainment (generally referred to as a Request for Proposal), which includes a compilation of 

the Town’s Ascertainment record, be forwarded to Comcast on or before mid-May.     

 

• Preliminary Denial of Renewal Cable License – If required to provide additional time to complete 

the cable license renewal process and enter into a Renewal License mid-October, 2021, I will 

recommend that the Town issue a “preliminary denial” of Comcast’s license renewal. At this 

time, I do not anticipate the need for a “written statement” regarding the preliminary denial 

(generally a 20 to 30 page or more document reflecting the specific reasons for the preliminary 

denial of the renewal license) because I anticipate that a renewal license agreement will first be 

reached by the parties (the most likely outcome) or alternatively, the Town be able to extend the 

date for a written statement so as to obviate the need therefore by thereafter reaching a license 

renewal agreement. This office would file with the Department of Cable and Technology 

(“DTC”), a letter/motion extending, and if needed, further extending, the time for written 

statement, thereby allowing the parties to focus on completing the renewal license.  This 

letter/motion would be filed regardless of whether or not assent thereto is sought or obtained 

from Comcast. 

• Post-Preliminary Denial/Written Statement Formal Process – if agreement is not reached by the 

parties on a renewal license agreement by the time of the license expiration, I nevertheless do 

not at this time anticipate that the Town or Comcast will choose to pursue a formal hearing and 

appeal(s) process. (That process, if held, would include an administrative hearing by the Board 

of Selectmen (or a hearing officer) and potentially appeals therefrom by the licensee(s) to 

Department of Telecommunications and Cable, with an appeal therefrom provided for to a court 

of competent jurisdiction, likely the United States District Court for Eastern Massachusetts in 

Boston. An appeal by the Town from an unfavorable DTC decision would be to the Supreme 

Judicial Court).  This Scope of Services does not cover or include legal services for that process, 

but does include further negotiations by and between the Town and Comcast and the completion 

of a renewal cable license pursuant thereto.   

This Scope of Services and the legal services provided pursuant hereto also does not include the 

Town’s handling, processing, appropriation and/or disbursement of cable or related funds, nor separate 

work required to negotiate or enter a PEG Access agreement with a PEG Access provider.   

 


