
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 
 

 
Minutes for the meeting of August 19, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Stan Garland         Brian Miner 
Brian Keir                                                                  Brad Bordewieck 
Bob Raymond        Tyler Pease 
              
Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 3:30pm.  
 
Stan stated that the purpose of this meeting was to discuss ideas for improving 
tree service in town and to examine the potential budget impact. 
 
Tree Warden Brad Bordewieck spoke first. He followed up on an earlier request 
to increase Tyler Pease’s rate of pay to $20/hour. Brad believed that they 
would be able to increase Tyler’s rate and still get their work done within their 
budget if they were able to utilize Highway Department workers to take care of 
some of the various clean up duties.  
 
Brian Keir expressed concern that by increasing the duties, it could get to the 
point where the Highway Department would need to add another worker. Brad 
said that Northeast Tree’s rate is $1,800/day. Brian Miner detailed the rate 
negotiated by the FRCOG for tree services. Those are: $325/hour for trimming; 
a truck, a chipper and two workers for an eight hour minimum. For tree 
removal, the rate ballooned to $545/hour with the same minimum. Brian said 
that if you multiplied Brad’s workload with those rates, the town would be 
looking at about $65,000 annually. The current tree warden budget is $10,400. 
 
Stan commented that he would like to see Brad get his paperwork in to the 
accountant in a more timely manner. He’d also like to get a more detailed 
description of work performed in town. He also said that if it fit in the budget, 
he’d like to see Tyler’s rate of pay increased to $20/hour. 
 
Brian Keir made a motion to increase Tyler Pease’s rate of pay to $20/hour 
after discussion with the Finance Committee. Bob seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously. After the vote, Brad and Tyler left the meeting. 
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Brian Miner remained and had some concerns to discuss with the Board. First was a 
lengthy list of items from BES. Brian’s concern was that the Highway Department was 
being taken advantage of by the school. After discussion, the Board asked the Town 
Coordinator to send a memo to those involved from the school district. The content of 
the memo was to be that any future requests must come directly to the Selectboard. 
The Board will discuss and then act upon the request. The Selectboard oversees the 
Highway Department schedule and the extra projects reduce available time for  
planned projects in town. 
 
One of the BES projects was the disposal of some bulky waste. This was originally 
thought to be just old folding chairs destined for the scrap metal bin. However there 
were several truckloads of furniture that filled the bulky waste bin at the transfer 
station. Brian pointed out that in addition to the labor cost, the cost to dispose of the 
bulky bin was between $600 and $800. Brian Keir suggested recouping that cost 
through CARES funding. 
 
Brian Miner then told the Board that using Pioneer’s infield drag did nothing for the 
softball infield at Pratt Field. He said to rent a skid steer with a Harley rake from West 
Mountain would be $597.63. The consensus of all was to wait until the spring to 
perform any maintenance at the ball fields. Stan said that during next budget season, 
the Recreation Commission needs to include maintenance for Pratt Field. The town 
periodically spends thousands of dollars to have Snow & Sons reclaim the fields. 
Despite the best intentions, the weeds return with a vengeance. Stan closed the topic 
by saying that we need a better plan going forward. 
 
A complaint was received from Steve Guetti of 175 Martindale Road in regards to some 
pavement that was allegedly dug up with a snowplow last winter. He was concerned 
about water and debris running into his driveway as a result. The Board quickly 
decided that the town will not be replacing the blacktop, nor would the town pay any 
bills generated by Mr. Guetti. Brian Miner added that the area was a town right of way 
and as such was town property. 
 
After a phone call from Bob Eddy, who asked to increase the amount available for 
resurfacing the shuffleboard court at Cushman Park, Brian Keir made a motion to 
increase the budget from $700 to $1,000. Bob seconded, motion passed unanimously. 
Stan then mentioned that he thought we should undertake more projects at the park 
such as putting down a load of loam, leveling, building a bridge across the brook and 
removing the tree over the shuffleboard court among others. He said the Cushman 
Hall trust money should be used to revitalize the park. Brian motioned to explore 
improvements to Cushman Park. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
With no further business to discuss, Brian motioned to adjourn the meeting at 
5:11pm. Bob seconded and the meeting was unanimously adjourned. 
 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman     ___________________       _______________________ 
Stanley D. Garland     Brian J. Keir                  Robert R. Raymond     


