
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 
 

 
Minutes for the meeting of July 29, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Stan Garland         Bob Eddy  
Brian Keir                                                                  Donna Eddy 
Bob Raymond        Nancy Bordewieck 
          Chris Wysk 
          Paul Luther 
          Jane Dutcher 
 
Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. He said that BNC-TV was 
providing live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page 
and replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet.  
 
Warrants:  
Brian made a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$38,735.79. Bob seconded; motion passed unanimously. Brian then made a 
motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $50,638.21. Bob 
seconded; motion passed unanimously. 
 
Minutes:   
Brian motioned to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of July 15, 2020 as 
written. Bob seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. Next, 
Brian motioned to approve the Special Meeting Minutes of July 22, 2020 as 
written. Bob seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously.  
 
COVID-19 Update: 
With no new information, Stan passed over the COVID-19 update. 
 
Appointments: 
Bob Eddy; Cushman Hall Committee 
Mr. Eddy introduced Nancy Bordewieck to speak about some potential 
improvements for Cushman Park. The immediate improvements would be to 
clean and apply fresh paint to the long dormant shuffleboard court. Nancy said 
that as part of the renovation, the Kiwanis would provide benches. The 
estimated cost of paint, materials and a new set of shuffleboard equipment 
would be about $500. They asked for the Town to provide the funding  
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from the Cushman Hall fund. Stan opined that he would like to see more 
improvements take place at Cushman Park. He then suggested purchasing a 
second set of equipment. Bob Eddy added that his committee has also 
discussed the possibility of adding horseshoe pits to the park. Brian made a 
motion to spend up to $700 for two sets of shuffleboard equipment and various 
paint and materials, with the Senior Center taking care of the equipment. Bob 
Raymond seconded Brian’s motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
New Business: 
PVRSD CARES Act Request: 
Bob discussed a recent virtual meeting of town officials, Tanya Gaylord and 
Jonathan Scagel. The meeting’s purpose was to bring the district towns up to 
date regarding the opening of the district’s schools. He added that the most 
recent estimate for added costs to BES would be $32,200. Bob voiced his 
support for committing a portion of the town’s CARES Act funding for the 
district. Brian mentioned the possibility of more federal funding as was 
reported in the news. Stan disagreed with the funding commitment. He felt 
there wasn’t enough detail in the reports provided. He went in a different 
direction by suggesting specific improvements that the funding could be used 
for – improving the acoustics in the gym and replacing chairs to make the gym 
a better learning environment. After the spirited discussion, Bob made a 
motion to give the Pioneer district $43,000 plus or minus from the town’s 
CARES Act money. Before seconding, Brian asked about a detailed list of items, 
along with commitments from Warwick and Leyden. Brian then seconded Bob’s 
motion with the added stipulations. Stan said to make the amount $43,694, as 
a voted amount should not be open ended. Voting on an amendment to Bob’s 
motion, Stan moved for the amended amount of $43,694 for COVID related 
purchases. Bob seconded the amendment motion. The vote was 3-0 in favor of 
the amended amount and purpose. Stan then called the vote on the motion. 
The vote was 2-1, with Stan voting against the measure. 
 
Police Department Appointments: 
Police Chief Jim Palmeri submitted a letter to the Selectboard requesting the 
appointment of Jonathan LaBelle and Mitchell Waldron as part-time officers. 
Stan read the letter (attached to these minutes). Bob motioned to appoint both 
as part-time officers. Brian seconded and the motion passed 3-0. 
 
Stan recognized Planning Board Chair Christina Wysk. Chris mentioned that 
the Planning Board held a public hearing on various bylaw issues on March 5, 
2020. There was concern that if there was not a Special Town Meeting to vote 
on the bylaws within six months that the process would have to start over. She 
said that she’d have to inquire of Town Counsel if the deadlines have been 
changed due to the pandemic. Chris then added that she would like to have 
Dan Ingold move forward with applying for the next META grant for the town. 
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Brian motioned to have Dan Ingold move forward with the town’s application 
for a META grant to continue the engineering of the solar array for the landfill. 
Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Brian then asked Chris if it 
would be possible for a Green Committee member and Dan to appear at a 
future Selectboard meeting to let everybody know just where that project 
stands. 
 
Old Business: 
Financing Options for Freightliner Truck: 
While the town recently approved the purchase of the new truck for the 
Highway Department, it remained unclear as to how the truck would be paid 
for. Brian said that he would like to see this truck paid off before the town 
purchases a new fire truck. Stan asked the Town Coordinator to have the 
Treasurer investigate options for a three, five and seven year term. 
 
Town Hall Office Movement and Improvements: 
Stan described the latest round of changes and improvements in Town Hall. 
This included the Selectboard office moving into the former Board of Health 
office. The Board of Health now shares office space with the Planning Board 
and Recreation Department. Stan suggested a work bee to paint some areas of 
the interior of Town Hall. 
 
Town Coordinator Report: 
The Town Coordinator spoke about Governor Baker’s latest travel orders, 
whereby travelers from most parts of the country would have to quarantine for 
fourteen days or produce a negative COVID-19 test result within 72 hours of 
entering the Commonwealth. The potential penalty is $500 a day. 
 
Wrapping up, Bob volunteered to work at the Transfer Station on August 8th 
from 1pm to 5pm. He also mentioned snow guards on the roof of the library 
and Town Hall. Potential cost would be $1,000 at the library and $2,000 at 
Town Hall. 
 
With no further business to discuss, Brian motioned to adjourn the meeting at 
7:30pm. Bob seconded and the meeting was unanimously adjourned. 
 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________  
Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


