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Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 
 

 
Minutes for the meeting of July 22, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:            
Stan Garland          
Brian Keir                                                                   
Bob Raymond         
 
Others Present:   
Brian Miner, Highway Superintendent 
James Palmeri, Police Chief 
Peter Shedd, Fire Chief & Emergency Management Director 
Jane Dutcher, Finance Committee Chair 
Brad Bordewieck, Tree Warden 
Hayley Bolton, Senior Center Director 
Jill Watrous, Assistant Assessor 
Paul Luther, Town Clerk 
Chris Wysk, Assistant Town Clerk 
Kala Fisher, Town Accountant 
Karen Stinchfield, Cushman Library Director (remotely) 
 
Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 3:33pm.  
 
Stan spoke about the reasons for this meeting. He was concerned about 
everyone being on the same page for the Town Accountant.  He wanted to 
ensure that if anyone had any questions regarding the paying of bills or making 
turnovers that they would be able to get those questions answered. He said 
that when it comes to complete reopening of town buildings, we aren’t there 
yet. The Board wants to hold a comprehensive reopening meeting for other 
buildings as soon as it’s prudent to do so. He said that Town Hall will have a 
meeting separately from the other departments. 
 
Town Accountant Kala Fisher was asked to speak next. Kala started on the 
subject of turnovers. These are payments to the town, typically received as 
checks. When preparing turnovers, the Treasurer gets the original but the 
Accountant needs a copy. This is for checks and balances. She then stressed 
the importance of paying bills from their proper accounts. She reiterated that if 
anyone has a question about from where a bill should be paid, ask about it! 
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Kala also said that any vendor not in the town’s payment system must 
complete a federal W9 form in order to be paid. If someone submits a payment 
that was made with a personal credit card, a copy of the credit card statement 
(redacted) should also be submitted as proof of payment. These aren’t Kala’s 
rules, but things that the auditors look for when performing a fiscal audit of 
the town. Kala wrapped up her presentation by stressing the importance of 
receiving bills in a timely manner. 
 
Stan moved on to the impacts of COVID-19 and potential improvements to 
Town Hall, necessitated by changes brought on in response to the pandemic. 
He mentioned things such as doorbells, safety improvements to the ramp, 
Plexiglas barriers and new doors. 
 
Brian Miner asked permission to leave the Highway garage locked. The Board 
enthusiastically agreed. Hayley Bolton shared some ideas for a limited 
reopening of the Senior Center. 
 
Stan asked if any of the attendees had any other items to discuss. He said if 
they didn’t, they could leave. Brian Miner and Brad Bordewieck remained to 
discuss options for tree work in town. Stan suggested that there’s a potential 
for the Tree Warden to work under the Highway Department. He asked both 
Brian and Brad to put together plans for successful integration, with another 
meeting to be scheduled for August 19, 2020 at 3:30pm. 
 
With no more business to be discussed, Brian then made a motion to adjourn 
at 4:46pm. Bob seconded; the motion passed 3-0 and the meeting adjourned. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________  
Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


