
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 
 

 
Minutes for the meeting of July 15, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Stan Garland         Brian McHugh 
Brian Keir                                                                  Jane Dutcher 
Bob Raymond        Paul Parda 
 
Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 6:05pm. He said that BNC-TV was 
providing live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page 
and replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet.  
 
Warrants:  
Brian motioned to approve the final FY20 Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$18,092.29. Bob seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 
Brian then motioned to approve the first Payroll Warrant of FY21 in the 
amount of $27,634.58 Bob seconded the motion, which was approved 
unanimously. Next, Brian made a motion to approve the final FY20 Vendor 
Warrant in the amount of $11,386.16. Bob seconded the motion, which was 
approved unanimously. Finally, Brian motioned to approve the first Vendor 
Warrant of FY21 in the amount of $101,055.30. Bob seconded the motion, 
which was approved unanimously. Stan commented that the hefty amount 
reflected the town’s annual payment for liability insurance. 
 
Minutes:   
Brian motioned to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of June 17, 2020 as 
written. Bob seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. Next, 
Brian motioned to approve the Special Meeting Minutes of June 24, 2020 as 
written. Bob seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. Finally, 
Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of a Special Meeting/Public 
Hearing held on July 8, 2020. Stan seconded the motion which passed 2-0. 
 
COVID-19 Update: 
With little new to report locally, Stan spoke briefly about preventative measures 
the public should continue to utilize.  
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Appointments: 
Brian McHugh, Franklin County Housing 
Mr. McHugh was invited to discuss the groundwork for the next round of 
CDBG funding for FY21 and beyond.  McHugh mentioned the categories of 
eligibility for funding. He introduced Paul Parda, president of the Country 
Estates mobile home park. They spoke about the aging septic system at the 
park which is showing signs of failure. McHugh mentioned that with the park 
being privately owned, it’s challenging to find the right funding on behalf of 
Franklin County Housing to assist the park with the septic issue. Parda said 
that the park spent $23,000 in 2015 to have SVE Consulting examine 
drainage. A current cost for total replacement is $767,000. Brian Keir posed a 
question to Mr. McHugh if the total amount would rule out the likelihood of the 
CDBG grant. McHugh said that the potential grant total is only $800,000 and 
although not a typical request, he wouldn’t rule it out. He then added that 
there may be other sources of funding, primarily the USDA. Mr. McHugh 
concluded by saying that he would continue to explore other options for 
Country Estates in hopes that the total CDBG funding pool may remain 
available for other uses. 
 
New Business: 
Finance Committee; Year End transfers 
Jane Dutcher presented four end of fiscal year transfers that had been 
approved by the Finance Committee. They were:  
$4090.11 to be transferred to Tree Warden Salaries and Wages from Tree 
Warden General Expenses. 
$ .08 (eight cents) to be transferred to Treasurer Salary from Treasurer General 
Expenses. 
$ .01 (one cent) to be transferred to Treasurer Certification from Treasurer 
General Expenses. 
$ .04 (four cents) to be transferred to Town Clerk Salaries and Wages from 
Assistant Town Clerk. 
Jane said that there was one more in her mailbox upon her arrival at Town 
Hall. She then postulated that the Solid Waste District invoices may not be 
paid from the correct town accounts. Bob pondered if this latest transfer 
should be tabled. Jane stated that it was on the warrant that was just signed. 
Brian motioned individually to approve the four detailed transfers. Bob 
seconded on all four and each motion passed unanimously. Stan took a look at 
the one that Jane mentioned. There were two separate proposed transfers. One 
was for $2,146.29 to be transferred to Transfer Station General Expenses from 
Transfer Station Salaries. The other was a request to transfer $1,802.36 from 
the Reserve Fund to Transfer Station General Expenses. The total of the two 
was $3,948.65. Stan entertained a motion to approve these two transfers based 
on final approval of the Finance Committee. Brian motioned, Bob seconded and 
the motion passed 3-0. 
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Six Town School Committee report 
Jane Dutcher, representing the Six Town School Planning Committee, read 
from the Committee’s Spring 2020 report (attached to these minutes). Jane 
provided copies of the report to the Selectboard members. 
 
BES Gym usage as classroom: 
Responding to an email received from BES Principal Dr. Kelly Carriere, Stan 
said that she was asking the Selectboard about the possibility of using the gym 
at BES as classroom space for the upcoming school year. He added that he was 
firmly in favor of the plan. Brian voiced his approval, while Bob mentioned that 
the United Church would be willing to lend the use of some tables and a tent to 
the school, should they want to pursue the use of outdoor “classrooms”. No 
vote was taken, however the Board all voiced their individual approval. 
 
Continuance of spending freeze 
Stan touched on the subject of the necessity of the Selectboard to approve all 
departmental expenditures. Speaking on behalf of the Board, he said that the 
spending freeze was no longer needed. He added that all departments did a 
good job in controlling their spending during the last quarter of FY20. 
 
Senior Center reopening/Foot Clinic permission 
Stan said that Senior Center Director Hayley Bolton has requested permission 
to reopen the Senior Center and to resume the Foot Clinics that had been a 
mainstay prior to the pandemic. He said that he wouldn’t act on it until he sees 
a detailed plan for reopening. Brian said that he is not ready to fully open the 
center, citing there are no other senior centers in the region that are currently 
open. 
 
Old Business: 
Cushman Library Book storage 
The Board was aware of a library patron recently bringing four more boxes of 
books to be stored upstairs in Town Hall for a future library book sale. Stan 
was of the opinion that if the library was properly cleaned that inventory for a 
book sale could be stored in the library’s basement. After affirmation by Brian 
and Bob, the Board by consensus decided to temporarily halt storage of 
donations for a future library book sale in Town Hall. 
 
Recycling Costs and other options for recyclables 
Bob mentioned that Charlie Deane told him that he could take the glass 
generated at the Transfer Station. The potential is there to save money for the 
town. Stan recommended that Bob speak with Charlie again to iron out the 
details and report back to the Board. 
 
 
 
(continued next page) 



 
 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
July 15, 2020 
(continued) 
 
Town Hall reopening and reconfiguration of offices 
Stan would like to develop a plan to get Town Hall reopened in line with 
recommendations from the state. CARES Act funding can assist with some of 
the costs involved. He enlisted the help of the Town Coordinator in developing a 
plan for the reconfiguration of office space. Finally, he wanted to schedule a 
meeting with the people that work in Town Hall to help craft a reopening plan. 
 
Powers Institute Museum reopening 
Louella Atherton contacted the office regarding a limited opening of the 
museum. Stan spoke about the requirements issued under state guidance for 
museum reopenings. Many of the requirements would be challenging to 
implement at Powers Institute. No decision was rendered by the Board. 
 
 
 
Town Coordinator Report: 
The Town Coordinator graciously declined a report so that he could go finalize 
the edited Town Meeting warrant for signing. 
 
Bob mentioned job interviews that were conducted on Tuesday June 16, 2020. 
He spoke to the characteristics that William Pratt brings and made a motion to 
hire him at an hourly rate to be determined. Brian seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. Bob then made a motion to give Tyler Bourbeau $100 
from the Selectmen’s fund to express thanks from the Board for his help with 
the sound system at the Town Meeting, scheduled for June 30, 2020 at BES. 
 
The Board looked at the Pioneer assessment letter and had questions about the 
amount. Stan called Jane Dutcher for clarification. After some time, it was 
revealed that the submitted assessment was incorrect. 
 
Finally, Bob made a motion to sign the Annual Town Meeting Warrant. Brian 
seconded and the motion passed 3-0. Brian then made a motion to adjourn at 
8:17pm. Bob seconded; the motion passed 3-0 and the meeting adjourned. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________  
Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


