
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 

 

Minutes for the meeting of June 24, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Stan Garland         Jane Dutcher 

Brian Keir                                                                    

Bob Raymond         

 
Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. He said that BNC-TV was 

providing live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page 
and replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet.  
 

Stan opened the meeting by explaining the purpose of the meeting was to make 
sure all voters in town were aware of the items on the Annual Town Meeting 
warrant. He described the setup of the gym at BES, which allows for social 

distancing and as safe a meeting as possible. He added that Bob Raymond had 
taken dozens of copies of the warrant and placed them in local gathering spots 
such as the Senior Center, the Post Office and the Country Corner store. 

 
Stan read the preamble of the warrant. Then he, Brian, Bob, and Jane took 

turns reading warrant articles. Where no comments are indicated, the article 
was basic in nature and didn’t require further explanation. 
 

Article 1: Brian 
 

Article 2: Bob – Bob mentioned the customary language in the first four 
articles. 
 

Article 3: Jane 
 
Article 4: Stan 

 
Article 5: Brian – This article discussed various salaries and methods for 

generating the revenue. Stan suggested going through line by line to discuss 
the values contained in Table 1. Stan asked Bob to continue with the amounts 
contained in Table 1. 
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Article 6: Stan – Brian reads the figures in Table 2. A potential error was 
discovered in the “Total PVRS” line, although the grand total of the article was 
correct. Jane followed up with a breakdown of the PVRS budget numbers. 

 
Article 7: Brian 
 

Article 8: Jane – Bob interjects information relevant to the increase in trash 
bag prices. The issues have been visited many times in the past where the new 

recycling contract that takes effect on July 1, 2020 will now cost the town $97 
per ton to dispose of recyclables as mandated by the state. 
 

Article 9: Brian – Brian and Stan explained the town’s Stabilization Fund. 
 

Article 10: Stan – Jane added that she will amend the language of the article to 
specify a payroll amount. 
 

Article 11: Jane 
 
Article 12: Jane – Brian and Stan commented on the street flags in town. Stan 

mentioned that the Vets Club does a great job and their work is appreciated. 
 

Article 13: Brian 
 
Article 14: Brian 

 
Article 15: Brian 
 

Article 16: Brian – Brian asked Jane about the source of this article’s funding. 
Jane said that this is the first year that the amount will be raised and 

appropriated. Brian and Stan mention the work of the Mosquito Control 
District. 
 

Article 17: Bob 
 

Article 18: Bob 
 
Article 19: Bob 

 
Article 20: Bob – Bob asked Jane about the amendment that was discussed 
previously. Jane said that she will be amending the amount to $887 to deal 

with a lingering shortage in the Eden Trail Crossing account. 
 

Article 21: Bob – Bob mentioned the purpose of the article was to place the 
town on an equal footing with Comcast as the cable contract renegotiation 
enters its final year.  
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Article 22: Stan – Stan clarified that the funding for the purchase of a new 
squad truck in FY20 wasn’t used due to the fact that the truck wouldn’t fit in 
the restrictive space in the current fire station. The department has found a 

new smaller sized vehicle that will fit in the station. This article will provide the 
funding to outfit the truck with necessary equipment. 
 

Article 23: Stan – Jane added that she will be amending the amount requested 
in this article to include funding for the new radios for the police department. 

Brian said that the reason the town is getting online with the new state radio 
system is because the existing FRCOG system is antiquated and currently 
towers, as they fail, the parts are scavenged to repair other towers in the 

system. 
 

Article 24: Bob – Bob mentioned the need for the new truck. The vehicle that 
will be taken out of service needs excessive amounts of repairs just to pass a 
state inspection. Jane discussed the reasons behind the financing of the 

purchase, including the debt exclusion aspect. Stan remarked that the needed 
repairs to the existing GMC truck would cost over $14,000.  
 

Article 25: Bob 
 

Article 26: Bob – Bob discussed the need to repair the Depot Street sidewalk. 
Areas of it are a safety hazard and the town would like to provide a safe 
sidewalk for our residents.  

 
Article 27: Bob – Brian commented about the origin of the request made to the 
towns in the FRCOG Health District. FRCOG has been spread so thin during 

the COVID-19 pandemic that they are planning on hiring additional nursing 
staffing in the event of a second wave of the virus. 

 
Article 28: Jane – Stan asked Jane to explain what a revolving fund is. Jane 
said that a revolving fund acts as a savings account for each department listed.  

 
Stan asked Jane what the effect of this budget would have on the tax rate in 

town. Jane said that it has the potential to decrease the tax rate to about $18 
per thousand. Finally Stan discussed the planning of the gym setup at BES. 
Brian made a motion to adjourn at 7:32pm. Bob seconded; the motion passed 

3-0 and the meeting adjourned. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  

 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


