
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 

 

Minutes for the meeting of June 17, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Stan Garland         Marc Riel, Sr. 
Brian Keir                                                                  Paul Luther  

Bob Raymond        Brian McHugh 

 
Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 6:04pm. He said that BNC-TV was 

providing live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page 
and replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet.  
 

Warrants:  
Brian motioned to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of $42,000.76. 
Bob seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. Brian then made 

a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $44,940.96. Bob 
seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 
 

Minutes:   
Brian motioned to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of June 3, 2020 as 

written. Bob seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 
 
COVID-19 Update: 

Stan said that Peter Shedd would not be attending this meeting and that there 
were no further updates on the COVID-19 pandemic in town. He reminded 

viewers to continue wearing face coverings and practice social distancing. 
 
Appointments: 

Bradley Bordewieck, Tree Warden 
Stan invited Brad to speak. Brad had a prepared statement, but was concerned 
over his payroll budget. Stan read a memo from the Town Accountant detailing 

an anomaly in the Tree Warden’s payroll budget. The accountant advised 
moving funds from General Expenses into the payroll account to balance the 

current shortage in the payroll account. Brad said that he felt there was an 
error in how previous amounts were processed. Stan explained the budget 
process and how various bills are paid. Stan invited the other Board members 

to comment.  
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Brian expressed concern that Brad’s submitted payroll sheet tracks back to 
August of 2019. Brian asked Brad to submit hours in a timely manner, 
perhaps on a monthly basis. Brad agreed and said he could do that. Bob added 

that the Board has been over these concerns with Brad before; that many of 
the expenses were several months old. He added by waiting until the end of the 
fiscal year, there could be budgeting problems if a bad storm caused more work 

that needed to be done. Brad reaffirmed that he will process his bills and 
payroll in a timely manner. Brad then presented the Board with a document 

(copy attached to these minutes). Stan responded to the request by clearly 
stating that the Board would not be increasing any budget amounts. He added 
that because of the pandemic there are simply too many unknowns at this 

point and all departments have been level funded for FY21. Brad said that it’s 
difficult for him to hire help at $15.30 per hour. Stan countered by saying that 

there’s no way the Town can compete with wages a company such as Asplundh 
pays. He added that it might be time to examine the Tree Warden job and 
possibly make it more supervisory in nature. Finally Stan suggested a meeting 

of various department heads in July. Brad confirmed his availability for a late 
afternoon meeting.  
 

New Business: 
Highway Department update 

Superintendent Brian Miner appeared before the Board to discuss the six 
month review of Brian Hubbard. He asked the Board if they would be willing to 
send Brian Hubbard a letter of thanks for going above and beyond for the town. 

The Board agreed, then Bob motioned to approve the evaluation as written and 
increase Hubbard’s current pay rate by $500 annually. Brian Keir seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously. Stan then asked Bob about Brian Miner’s 

review. Bob spoke highly of Miner’s contributions to the town in his first six 
months. Bob’s words were echoed by Brian Keir. Bob motions to extend Brian 

Miner and increase his pay by $500 annually. Brian Keir seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. Stan wanted to discuss potential improvements to 
the highway garage. Miner felt that the auditor from Earthlight Energy 

Solutions wasn’t able to find too many improvements that could readily be 
completed there. Stan mentioned the need for a structural engineer to examine 

widening the bay doors. Miner suggested improvements to the break room. 
Stan thought the idea was good and a good way to show the highway crew that 
the Selectboard appreciates all they do for the town. Miner asked about a 

roadside mower attachment for a blower to mount to the back of the tractor. 
This device would be beneficial both for roadside cleanup and for culvert 
cleaning. Based on the fact that there was sufficient money in the highway 

budget Keir made a motion to move forward with the purchase of the new piece 
of equipment. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Lastly, 

Miner mentioned 416 Huckle Hill Road which needs a culvert installed. He’s 
been having difficulty contacting the homeowner. Stan suggests having Chief 
Palmeri contact the homeowner directly or to send a letter indicating that on a 

certain date, culvert work will take place. Bob volunteers to follow up on it. 
(continued next page) 
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Stan moves forward under New Business to discuss the Annual Town Meeting 

warrant. He mentions that Town Moderator Geoff Wilson is present. Stan said 
that he wants to potentially reduce the amount of time that the Meeting will 
require. He added that typically what are commonly referred to as “money 

articles” take 45 minutes to one hour. Because of the potential for hot weather, 
Stan wanted water to be available in case anyone in attendance starts to get 
overheated. Geoff inquired about the sound system. Stan confirmed that the 

gymnasium would have an effective sound system for the meeting. He also 
wanted to know if it was necessary to read each article aloud. Geoff replied that 

he doesn’t read the tables, however he does have to read the articles. The 
warrant was reviewed and discussed for potential issues. Various points were 
discussed which would make the meeting extremely user friendly. Tyler 

Bourbeau of BNC-TV assured the Selectboard that he would take on the 
responsibility of the sound system for the meeting. The Town Coordinator 

suggested use of the cafeteria for potential use if the meeting is well attended. 
 
The Town Clerk remained to discuss the salaries for the offices of Town Clerk 

and Assistant Town Clerk as published in the Town Meeting warrant. After 
lengthy discussion regarding quantity of hours and hourly wages Bob made a 
motion to set the Town Clerk’s salary at $14,976 and the Assistant Town Clerk 

at $5,824, which works out to $18/hour for the Town Clerk and $14/hour for 
the Assistant Town Clerk. Brian seconded Bob’s motion which passed 3-0. 

Stan requests a special Selectboard meeting to be posted for Wednesday June 
24, 2020 at 6pm in Town Hall to discuss the warrant thoroughly. 
 

Meeting Requests 
A request was received from Lou Atherton requesting permission to conduct 
the annual meetings of the Historical Commission, the Historical Society and 

the Powers Institute Trustees. The meetings would all be held outside at the 
Senior Center in a socially distant manner. Brian motioned to allow the 

meetings as requested. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
Lou also requested the Board’s permission to reopen the PI Museum on a 
limited schedule in August, September and October. Because there were no 

imminent dates, the request was tabled until the next regular meeting of the 
Selectboard on July 15, 2020. 

 
Senior Center Request 
Senior Center Director Hayley Bolton contacted the office seeking permission to 

conduct a fundraising BBQ event on July 18th. She also asked for a one day 
liquor license to allow beer to be served. The BBQ would all be served as “to go” 
meals, where patrons would remain in their vehicles. Brian motioned to allow 

the event as requested. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

Direct Deposit for New Employees 
The Treasurer inquired if the Board would like to require new hires to use 
Direct Deposit for their salaries. Brian made a motion to require new hires to 

use Direct Deposit. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
(continued next page) 
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Old Business: 
Street Flag Replacement 
Stan said that he spoke to Brian Brooks of the Vets Club regarding flag 

replacement. Previously there had been a misunderstanding about the flag 
replacement schedule. Stan asked Brooks to purchase 15 replacement flags at 
a cost of $18.78 each. 

 
Trash Bag Pricing 

Bob spoke about the cost increases that the town will face with the upcoming 
five year recycling contract. The only way to counter those increases is with a 
price increase on the town trash bags. Bob made a motion to increase the price 

per bag from $2.00 to $2.50 effective June 18, 2020. Brian seconded the 
motion which passed unanimously. 

 
FRCOG CARES Act Staffing 
Stan asked if anyone would like to address this request. The Town Coordinator 

said that the request was included in the recent CARES Act funding filing. A 
brief discussion followed where it was mulled if the warrant should have the 
article deleted. Stan said it didn’t need to be, that the article pertaining to it in 

the warrant could simply be passed over. 
 

Town Coordinator Report: 
The Town Coordinator graciously declined a report so that he could go finalize 
the edited Town Meeting warrant for signing. 

 
Bob mentioned job interviews that were conducted on Tuesday June 16, 2020. 
He spoke to the characteristics that William Pratt brings and made a motion to 

hire him at an hourly rate to be determined. Brian seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. Bob then made a motion to give Tyler Bourbeau $100 

from the Selectmen’s fund to express thanks from the Board for his help with 
the sound system at the Town Meeting, scheduled for June 30, 2020 at BES. 
 

The Board looked at the Pioneer assessment letter and had questions about the 
amount. Stan called Jane Dutcher for clarification. After some time, it was 

revealed that the submitted assessment was incorrect. 
 
Finally, Bob made a motion to sign the Annual Town Meeting Warrant. Brian 

seconded and the motion passed 3-0. Brian then made a motion to adjourn at 
8:17pm. Bob seconded; the motion passed 3-0 and the meeting adjourned. 
 

Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


