
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond    

 

Minutes for the meeting of June 3, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Stan Garland                                                                 Marc Riel, Sr. 
Brian Keir         Brian McHugh 

Bob Raymond        Paul Luther 

 
Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 6:04pm. He said that BNC-TV was 

providing live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page 
and replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet.  

 
Warrants: 
Stan entertained a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant of $41,107.31. 

Motion made by Brian, seconded by Bob; unanimously approved. Stan then 
asked for a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of 
$714,722.42. Stan said that the large number was because of two school 

assessment payments: Pioneer District: $592,663 and Franklin County Tech: 
$98,699.  Motion made by Brian, seconded by Bob; unanimously approved.  
 

Minutes: 

Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 20, 
2020. Bob seconded Brian’s motion, which passed unanimously. Brian then 
made a motion to approve the minutes from an Executive Session meeting on 

May 20, 2020. Again, Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Next, 
Brian motioned to approve the Special Meeting minutes from May 26, 2020. 

Bob seconded Brian’s motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
COVID-19 Update: 

Emergency Management Director Peter Shedd was unable to attend the 
meeting. Stan deferred to Brian who serves on the Board of Health for the 
latest information. Brian reported that he has regular discussions with Peter 

and the pandemic situation in Bernardston has been quiet, with no new cases 
of the virus reported. 

 
Appointments 

Marc Riel, Sr., Earthlight Energy 

Mr. Riel was invited to the meeting because Earthlight performed an energy  
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audit at BES prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. He recently submitted a lengthy  

report to the Selectboard indicating that Eversource would be willing to 
completely cover the $41,000 in suggested improvements. After determining 
that there were no catches to the offer, the Board and Mr. Riel explored a 

potential schedule in which Earthlight’s crew could work at the school. Mr. Riel 
assured the Board that they would work around any scheduled activities at the 
school. He added that after the upgrades, the total energy bill at BES will be 

reduced by approximately $11,000 annually. He also confirmed that they will 
be responsible for any repairs (labor and materials) in the first five years. 

 
Brian asked Mr. Riel about the financial commitment. Once again, Mr. Riel 
confirmed that there are no hidden fees. There are no phantom loans being 

repaid out of energy bill savings. The project comes at zero cost to the Town 
and to the school district. After discussing potential dates to work, Bob made a 

motion to allow Earthlight to preform the work at BES, replacing lighting with 
energy efficient LED’s at zero cost to the Town and the project must be 
completed by August 22, 2020. Brian seconded the motion. Stan revisited the 

energy savings for discussion. After that, the motion was passed unanimously.  
 
6:15pm Paul Luther, Town Clerk 

Mr. Luther has presented the Selectboard with modifications to the job 
descriptions of Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk. Paul proposed to have 

both positions classified as part-time hourly positions. He felt that with these 
proposed changes the town will be getting more for their money. Brian made a 
motion to accept the new definitions as put forth by Paul. Bob seconded and 

the motion passed unanimously. Paul then addressed the scheduled Annual 
Town Election. Town Election is scheduled for Monday June 29, 2020 from 
12:00pm to 6:00pm at Town Hall. Paul said that people should not expect 

anything to be as it’s always been in the past. The traffic flow for voters will 
change. Only one voter at a time will be inside of Town Hall. There will be no 

physical contact between election officials and a voter. Paul reminded the 
viewers that the more people who vote by absentee ballot, the better. As the 
topic changed to the Annual Town Meeting, Stan asked to come back to that 

later in the meeting so that he could get to the next appointment. 
 

6:35pm Brian McHugh, Franklin County Housing 

Mr. McHugh had been in conversations with Hayley Bolton and the Town 

Coordinator, discussing alternative uses for repaid CDBG funds. The potential 
use for that would be the successful Pop-Up Food Pantry that Hayley has been 
running on a monthly basis at the Senior Center. Mr. McHugh stated that 

there would need to be an interdepartmental memorandum of understanding 
and a public hearing to permit the use of those funds. Stan inquired about 
other possible uses for the funding. Mr. McHugh responded that the funds can 

be used for any eligible activities. With the lengthy list, McHugh suggested 
returning later in the summer and putting forth a full CDBG application.  
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New Business 

Public Building Reopening Procedure 
Stan said that Governor Baker announced a phased reopening for the economy 
of the Commonwealth. Stan felt it is still too early to simply open up all town 

buildings. He suggested that Town Hall should be open by appointment only, 
with COVID-19 related safety measures in place. Brian mentioned Cushman 
Library and their plan to offer curbside pickup starting on Saturday June 6th. 

The Board discussed a series of  six planned summer safe reading events to be 
held outside. Brian motioned to allow Cushman Library to start curbside 

pickup on Saturday June 6, 2020. Bob seconded the motion. Brian and Stan 
added as discussion that no one is to go inside the library, other than the 
person working. The motion was passed by a vote of 3-0. Brian then made a 

separate motion to allow the six summer reading events to take place as 
detailed in the handout provided by Karen Stinchfield. Bob seconded the 

motion. The motion was passed by a vote of 3-0. 
 
Annual Town Meeting 

Town Clerk Paul Luther returned for this discussion. He said that Moderator 
Geoff Wilson has the authority to veto the Annual Town Meeting if he has 
concerns. Paul explained that as the Town Election would be different, so too 

will the Annual Town Meeting. The Board by consensus agree to Tuesday June 
30, 2020 at 6:30pm in the gymnasium at Bernardston Elementary School for 

the date, time and location. Paul suggested waiving the reading of the warrant. 
Stan responded by saying something like that is up to the townspeople. Brian 
added that we’re trying to keep our time together in the gym as short as 

possible.  
 
FRCOG CARES Act Request 

Phoebe Walker from the FRCOG sent a request to towns served by the FRCOG 
Health Department, asking for each town to pay a portion of the added cost for 

staff additions due to COVID-19 at the FRCOG Health Department. 
Bernardston’s share amounted to $10,275. Bob asked Brian if he, as a member 
of the Board of Health, thought this was reasonable. Brian replied that he 

definitely thought it was a good idea. Some of the staff has been working 20 
hours a day when needed. Bob voiced his approval, but based on the timing 

and the source of the funding, Stan tabled the matter until the next meeting. 
 
Highway Department Resignation 

Stan read the resignation letter submitted by Chris Miller. Brian motioned to 
accept the resignation. Bob seconded; motion passed unanimously. 
 

Highway Equipment Repair 
The front axle pivot assembly on the backhoe is in need of repair. Brian Miner 

said that the repair can be done by Brian Hubbard at a cost of approximately 
$700. Alternatively, it can be done at a garage for about $3,000. Bob made a 
motion to do the repair in house at a cost of around $700. Brian seconded; 

motion passed unanimously. 
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ABCC Advisory 
The ABCC issued an advisory permitting eat-in restaurants to offer outdoor 
table service. The ABCC is letting Local Licensing Authorities manage the 

temporary changes of premises, without notifying the ABCC. Stan wants 
paperwork generated from the local establishments to maintain some order. 
 

Old Business: 
Street Flag Replacement 

Stan reads from an email sent by Brian Brooks of the Veterans Services office. 
The Flag replacement account is discussed as Mr. Brooks has advocated 
replacing all of the flags. Bob said that the flags were replaced by the Kiwanis 

in 2018. Stan concluded by saying the Vets Club does a great job with the flags 
and moving forward, he would like to continue to work with the Club. 

 
FY21 Budget 
Stan mentions that while an FY21 budget is completed that a “One Twelfth” 

budget will be created to allow the Town to operate in the month of July in the 
event that a full budget is not passed by June 30th. The discussion centered on 
the merit of the one-twelfth budget.  

 
Town Coordinator Report 

The contract with Comcast was discussed on a couple of Zoom meetings with 
Andrea Llamas from Northfield. Attorney Bill Solomon joined the discussion to 
offer his vast experience as the two towns prepare for the new contract with 

Comcast. The current contract expires in October of 2021. There were also 
some special funds discrepancies researched by the Town Coordinator. Two of 
the projects are recoverable grants. The third one is from the Eden Trail 

Culvert planning grant. That account is overspent by $877. The amount has 
been attributed to the Conservation Commission for requiring an engineer 

onsite for meetings, which was not part of the original budget. At this point, the 
project has been long completed so there will be no incoming revenue to offset 
the shortage. 

 
The Selectboard took under advisement a request from Tree Warden Bradley 

Bordewieck. Bob read Brad’s letter. Stan suggested we shouldn’t be trimming 
and pruning near electrical lines. We should have a licensed and insured 
contractor to perform that kind of work. 

The Selectboard then examined submitted expenses from the Council on Aging. 
Stan had some questions about how certain items were going to be paid for. 
The Town Coordinator will research. 

Bob then brought up the phased reopening of the state and new safety 
requirements that were presented by the state. Although not an easy decision, 

Bob made a motion to formally cancel the Summer Rec program because the 
requirements for added staff and other precautionary measures would have 
made the program impossible to run successfully. Brian seconded the motion.  
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Stan then suggested adding the previously planned Soapbox Derby to the 
motion. Bob added that to his original motion, which then passed 3-0. 
 

The FY21 Diesel Contract was prepared and ready to be signed. The low bidder 
for the contract, as determined by the Lower Pioneer Valley Educational 
Collaborative Energy Services Department was Roberts Energy of Springfield. 

They require a signed contract prior to executing a buy order. Bob made a 
motion to sign the contract. Brian seconded; the motion passed 3-0. 

 
Bob added one final topic: Hawkins Roofing had repaired the roof at Powers 
Institute. Mitch Hawkins was asked to look at the roof at Cushman Library and 

at Town Hall. He found slates missing on both. He provided Bob with a quote 
for the library of no more than $1,000 and no more than $2,000 for Town Hall.  
 

With no further business to be discussed, Brian made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:03pm Bob seconded. Meeting adjourned. 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
___________________, Chairman    _______________________      _________________________ 

Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


