
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond    

 

Minutes for the meeting of May 26, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Stan Garland                                                                 Jim Palmeri 
Brian Keir          

Bob Raymond   

 
Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 3:20pm. 

 
Stan opened the meeting by saying the Finance Committee and Selectboard 

met last week to discuss the hazard pay concerns brought forth by Jim and 
Peter Shedd. He said that agreement was made on a total of $5,100 to be 
disbursed as hazard pay; $3,100 for the Police Department and $2,000 for the 

Fire Department.  
 
Brian told Jim that the Board will review the pandemic hazard situation at the 

end of June. He said that what has been described as academy money will be 
applied to this disbursement of hazard pay. 

 
Chief Palmeri then spoke about the radio system upgrade. The upgrade will 
cost a minimum of $4,100 for the inexpensive and erratic models. The higher 

end models would cost a total of $28,000, with the Town being responsible for 
$10,000 of that. Jim also mentioned that he would like to pave the area in 

front of the garage. Johnson’s Paving gave him an estimate of $1,800 for the 
job. 
 

Stan reminded Jim that he’s only got $11,400 remaining in his FY20 budget. 
Jim then asked the Board if they would consider giving an extra week’s 
vacation. Stan replied that then he would have to give everybody an extra 

week’s vacation.  
 

Jim wanted to know how he’s going to pay out the hazard pay. By consensus, 
he was told to discuss that with the Town Treasurer. 
 

Stan then brought up matters to discuss with the Finance Committee 
regarding future academy attendance and new radios. He then asked Jim to 

elaborate on the condition of the Ford Explorer.  
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Jim described the problem as the rack and pinion steering; the repair will cost 
$1,800-$1,900. Finally Stan asked Jim to get an estimate on replacing the 
worn floor at the police station. 

 
Next, the Board examined some expenses. First were expenses from the Board 
of Assessors office. Brian motioned to approve the expenses. Bob seconded and 

the motion passed 3-0. The Town Clerk also submitted some expenses for the 
Board’s approval.  Brian motioned to approve the expenses. Bob seconded and 

the motion passed 3-0. 
 
Finally the Board examined a Time Off Request from a town employee. Brian 

made a motion to approve the request. Bob seconded and the motion to 
approve passed 3-0. 

 
With no further business to be discussed, Brian made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 4:20pm Bob seconded. Meeting adjourned. 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

 
___________________, Chairman  _____________________  _________________________ 

Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


