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Minutes for the meeting of May 13, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Stan Garland                                                                 Peter Shedd 

Brian Keir         Jim Palmeri 

Bob Raymond   

 
New Chairman Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 3:00pm. 
 
Stan mentioned the purpose for the meeting was to have an open discussion with the 
two chiefs that are on the front line of emergency management during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Police Chief Jim Palmeri was invited to speak first. He said that for the most part, 
things have gone as well as can be expected during the pandemic. He said that in a 
separate conversation with Chief Shedd, they wondered if there was something that 
could be done for the first responders. Different suggestions were made regarding 
methods to further extend appreciation for their efforts. 
 
Peter used the analogy that a police officer can see a car crash, fire fighters can see 
smoke. Nobody can see COVID-19 and that uncertainty poses a different kind of 
danger.  
 

Both chiefs then commented on the concern of contaminants on responders’ clothing. 
 
Stan then asked what could be done as a token of appreciation. One suggestion was to 
increase minimum call time from one hour to two. Another was a fixed, temporary pay 
increase or stipend. Stan responded by saying that he was grateful for the 
suggestions, but nothing would be considered until the Selectboard was able to 
discuss the various options with the Finance Committee. The options were then 
analyzed and discussed with no immediate solutions. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, Brian made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 4:20pm Bob seconded. Meeting adjourned. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
___________________, Chairman    _______________________      _________________________ 

Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


