
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 

Minutes for the meeting of April 8, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Bob Raymond         Peter Shedd 

Stan Garland              David Powers 

Brian Keir 

 
Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. He said that BNC-TV was 

providing live coverage of the meeting both on their cable channel and also by 
live streaming on their Facebook page. Replays of the meeting would later be 

available on the internet.  
 
Payroll: Bob entertained a motion to accept the Payroll Warrant in the amount 

of $50,531.72. Brian motioned to approve and Stan seconded. Prior to the vote, 
Stan commented that departments need to take a look at how much we, as a 
town, are spending. The motion was approved 3-0. 

 
Vendor: Next, Bob asked for a motion to accept the Vendor Warrant in the 

amount of $30,289.68.  Brian motioned to approve and Stan seconded. The 
motion was approved 3-0. 
  

Minutes   
Then, Bob asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

March 25, 2020. Brian motioned to approve and Stan seconded. The motion 
was approved 3-0. 
 

COVID-19 Update: 
Emergency Management Director Peter Shedd joined the meeting. Peter read 

from the Emergency Management update. Of note, he said there is one positive 
COVID-19 case in town. He said that although there have been improvements 
made, there is still a two day delay on testing results. With such a delay, 

anyone who tests positive needs to be able to recall with whom they’ve been in 
contact during those 48 hours. The first responders are not informed until they 

are on the scene if they will encounter someone who has tested positive. He 
then mentioned that the Senior Center is passing out roughly 40 lunches a 
day. Brian added that BES is around 80 meals a day.  
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Stan brought up a story from the Greenfield Recorder in which the Town of 
Northfield was reported to have purchased a sanitizing machine at a cost of 
over $15,000. Peter replied that his department already has one. He said that it 

was built from scratch and only cost about $150. While Peter was present, Bob 
asked about an amount for the state approved deficit spending account. This is 
the account to draw from for expenses that the state can reimburse up to 75% 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Figures were discussed and Brian made a 
motion to request a $40,000 spending cap in the COVID-19 reimbursement 

account. Stan seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
New Business 

The Town Clerk had asked the Selectboard to consider postponing both the 
Annual Town Election and the Annual Town Meeting. Board members 

discussed the reasons why it would be prudent to postpone both events. Brian 
commented that dates for the rescheduled events does not need to be decided 
right now; those can be decided on in the future. Stan made a motion to 

indefinitely postpone both the Annual Town Election and the Annual Town 
Meeting. Brian seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. The Town Clerk 
also submitted his annual list of appointments for the Selectboard’s approval. 

The list is attached to these minutes. Each category was motioned to approve 
by Brian, seconded by Stan and all were approved and appointed unanimously. 

 
The Board then discussed building security at the Senior Center. Following a 
recent break-in, Director Hayley Bolton was asked to get estimates for alarm 

systems and video systems. Bob mentioned the locks have been changed 
already. After a brief discussion, Stan made a motion to accept the estimate 
presented by Detectoguard for a burglar/fire alarm and for a complete video 

surveillance system. Brian seconded Stan’s motion, which passed 
unanimously. Stan then mentioned Hayley’s request to temporarily increase 

the petty cash fund at the Senior Center from $150 to $250. Brian motioned to 
approve the temporary increase, Stan seconded and the motion passed 3-0. 
Bob read the Senior Center Outreach Update, as provided by Hayley. The 

update is attached to these minutes. 
 

The Board next discussed some concerns regarding vehicle repair which had 
recently been performed by the Highway Department. The repair in question 
was a brake job performed on a Town vehicle. The repair saved the town over 

$500, but a question of liability arose after the fact. In addition to the perceived 
liability, Brian wanted to know if a job like that takes away from Highway 
Department work. Dave Powers voiced his concern about brake jobs, to which 

Stan objected. However, Stan also said that despite his personal opinion, he 
would stand by the decision of the Board members on this topic. The 

consensus decision of the Board was to allow the Highway Department to work 
on their own vehicles during down time, and not to work on brakes or steering. 
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Old Business: 
During a previous public meeting, the Selectboard chose to let the Tax 

Collector set the date for which tax payments would be due. Governor Baker 
had mentioned June 1st as the date of his choosing. Since the Board’s previous 
decision, it was made official when the Governor signed the bill. However, the 

Governor said that such decision must be approved by the Chief Executive 
Officers of the town. Thus, the Selectboard took up the subject. Board 

members felt during the State of Emergency, it was best to follow the guidance 
of the state. Stan motioned to move the payment due date of property taxes 
from April 1st to June 1st, and to move the date for seeking exemption from the 

Board of Assessors to the same date. Brian seconded Stan’s motion, which 
passed unanimously. 

 
At the request of the Selectboard, the Town Coordinator issued a memo to all 
departments on March 30th (attached to these minutes), indicating that 

regardless of when the President or the Governor lift States of Emergency, re-
opening of Town buildings will only happen once the Selectboard approves the 
openings. Stan specified that the Board of Health and Emergency Management 

would be responsible for making the determination that the Town is safe to 
proceed. They would then report to the Selectboard. He added that the Police 

Station and Highway Garage are also included among the buildings that would 
require Selectboard approval to re-open to the public. 
 

Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator commented on progress made with utility companies 
and Associated Building Wreckers for the pending demolition of The Hollywood. 

Once the utility wires have been removed, the demolition is projected to only 
take one day. He then mentioned that even though we’re in the midst of a 

COVID-19 pandemic, it’s very important to respond to the census. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, Brian made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:17pm Stan seconded.  
 

Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


