
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 

 

Minutes for the meeting of March 25, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 

 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Bob Raymond         Peter Shedd 

Stan Garland                                                                 David Powers 

Brian Keir 

 

Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:10pm. He said that BNC-TV was 
providing live coverage of the meeting and replays of the meeting would later be 

available on the internet.  
 

Warrants 
Bob sought a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 

$44,110.48. Brian motioned to approve. Stan seconded. Motion passed 3-0. 
Bob then asked for a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of  

$653,395.63. He mentioned that the large amount was due to the PVRSD 
assessment of $592,663. Brian motioned to approve. Stan seconded. Motion 
passed 3-0. 

  
Minutes   
Next, Bob asked for motions to approve minutes, as written, from the following 

meetings: 
Regular Meeting of March 11:  Brian motioned to approve. Stan seconded. 

Motion passed unanimously. 
Special Meeting of March 18:   Brian motioned to approve. Stan seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

Special Meeting of March 19:  Brian motioned to approve. Stan seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Calendar & Announcements  
Bob announced that the Bernardston Kiwanis will be offering a free chicken pot 

pie supper on Saturday March 28th at the United Church. Service will be drive 
through only with traffic entering from the Hartwell Street driveway. Bob read 
the Kiwanis Club’s Facebook post which gave the details. 

 
(continued next page) 
 
 



Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
March 25, 2020 

(continued) 
 

COVID-19 Update: 
Bob read a message provided by Hayley Bolton of the Senior Center regarding 

wellness calls. That message is attached to these minutes. 
Peter Shedd was asked to join the discussion. He said that locally, not much 
has changed. He reported that there are two families that have voluntarily self-

quarantined themselves. Brian asked Peter how the Emergency Management 
budget was withstanding the current situation. Peter answered by saying 
they’re running low on funding and can’t overspend the budget. Brian then 

made a motion to allow Emergency Management to spend from the Fire 
Department general expenses fund if necessary. Stan seconded and the motion 

passed unanimously. 
 
Bob brought up the importance of changing the locks at the Senior Center. 

Brian mentioned that the Center was burglarized for the third time in less than 
a year recently. Bob asked the Town Coordinator to follow up on getting the 
locks changed. Brian made a motion to change the locks and have Hayley 

provide a list of keyholders. Stan seconded Brian’s motion, which passed 3-0. 
 

New Business 

There was no new business discussed at this meeting. 
 

Old Business: 
Cushman Library Block Party Request 

The Board had questions at their prior meeting regarding a proposed Block 
Party, to be hosted by Cushman Library. Library Director Karen Stinchfield 
submitted a detailed event plan. Board members remarked that the plan looked 

good. Chief Palmeri was also in favor of the event. The Selectboard agreed by 
consensus to permit the Block Party to take place in June. 
 

The Hollywood 

Bob said that he’s been in contact with Associated Building Wreckers of 

Springfield in regards to The Hollywood and its eventual demise. Associated’s 
estimate for asbestos abatement and demolition of the two structures was 
$52,500. Bob asks David Powers about the septic system there. Brian 

expressed concern about the $12,500 above what Town Meeting had approved. 
Stan then added that with the coronavirus, we’re in uncertain times and now, 

more than ever, the Selectboard needs to watch every dollar spent. With no 
motions, and no votes, Bob said the item was tabled for the time being. As a 
follow up, Stan suggested getting the little things done in advance. Things such 

as contacting the Building Inspector and examining the septic system, so that 
when we’re ready to get the job done, the details would have already been 
taken care of. 
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BPD Detail Account 
Chief Palmeri spoke to Stan about the police department’s detail account. Stan 
reminded everyone that the account is not a revolving account, but a separate 

off-duty police detail account. He said that it’s currently in arrears, but that is 
based upon when clients pay their bills. Eversource is presently using 
Asplundh for tree trimming all around town. They are projected to be sending 

checks of approximately $5,000 every couple of weeks for the next month or so. 
On Chief Palmeri’s behalf, Stan asked the Board to consider a temporary 

funding increase so that the officers can be paid in a timely manner. Brian said 
that Jim has managed that account very well, which Bob agreed with. The 
Selectboard agreed by consensus to approve the increase in funding 

temporarily, with no cap. 
 

PVRS/BES meal funding request 
Bob read an email from PVRSD Food Service Director, Michael Onorato. On 
behalf of the district, Mr. Onorato inquired about the possibility of the 

Selectboard making a donation to help with the costs of meals during the 
school closures. The Board members discussed different potential funding 
options and decided by consensus to not make a donation. 

 
Bob reported on a conversation with Superintendent Scagel earlier in the day. 

They discussed the possibility of late or missed real estate tax payments having 
the potential to affect the timeliness of paying the school assessment. Bob said 
that the Superintendent said that they’re looking at further ways to reduce the 

district budget. 
 
While the discussion turned to tax payments, it was noted that the Governor of 

the Commonwealth has issued an order permitting towns to move the date on 
which taxes are due, to a later date due to the pandemic. Stan made a motion 

to allow Tax Collector Mona Minor to decide if she wants to move the due date 
back and if so, that she be allowed to set the date. Brian seconded the motion 
and expressed a desire to move the date to June 1, 2020. The motion passed 

3-0. 
 

Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator expressed the importance of virus prevention best 
practices.  

 
With no further business to be discussed, Brian made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:57pm Stan seconded.  

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  

 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


