
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 

Minutes for the meeting of January 28, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Bob Raymond                                  per sign-in log 

Stan Garland                                                          

Brian Keir 

 
Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.  

He said that BNC-TV was providing live coverage of the meeting and replays of 
the meeting would later be available on the internet. 
 

Warrants  
Bob asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$36,761.85. Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 

unanimously.  
 
Bob then entertained a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant for $31,779.43 

Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.  

Minutes   
Bob entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
January 14, 2020. Brian made a motion to approve the minutes as written. 

Stan seconded, and the motion passed 3-0.  
 

Calendar & Announcements  
Bob then announced upcoming meetings, as listed on the attached agenda.  
 

Citizens’ Concerns 

NONE 

 
Other Meetings Attended by Selectboard Members 

Stan opened the discussion by saying that he attended the Franklin Regional 

Planning Board meeting on 1/23/20 at the FRCOG. One of the topics was the 
region’s solid waste and recycling concerns. He mentioned Buckland Green 

Streets where the FRCOG is drafting plans to improve storm drains in town. 
Stan closed out by sharing that solar power can’t be taxed, due to a state law 
passed in 1957. PILOT programs became an alternative as solar farms started 

to sprout up. 
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Brian attended the FRCOG Health Department Oversight Board meeting with 
Dave Powers. The main topic was a discussion about flu in the region. As of 
January 23rd, it was considered moderate in the state. Locally, as of one week 

ago, only one senior citizen was diagnosed. Most cases appear to be kids with 
influenza B. The COG anticipates a 2% increase in costs to towns for FY21. 
Bob closed out the topic by saying that the three Selectboard members 

attended the previous night’s Finance Committee meeting. He added that 
almost all departments are requesting a budget increase. He reminded the 

viewers that the Selectboard is tasked with controlling expenses and keeping 
taxes affordable. 
 

Appointments 

6:05 Tom Strunjo; Never Ending Solar, LLC; tonight representing RPG Energy 

Conservation 
Mr. Strunjo would like to discuss lighting at Bernardston Elementary School. 
He suggested that by replacing old fluorescent lights and ballasts that the 

school would see a reduction from over 10k kilowatt hours per month down to 
approximately 4400 kilowatt hours per month. He said that this would 
translate to annual savings of over $10,000. Bob asked Brian if this would be 

an eligible project for the next Green Community grant. Mr. Strunjo said that 
this project would come at no cost to the Town. The installation cost for the 

project would be nearly $30,000. Brian asked if the Pioneer district was going 
to pay that amount. Strunjo claimed that Superintendent Scagel told him that 
they could do it with Town approval. Brian made it clear that the Town is going 

to give zero dollars for this project. 
Bob then asked Strunjo about solar panels. Tom stated that there’s no benefit 
unless you are the owner of the project. Total upfront cost could be between 

$800k and $900k. The district can’t take the tax benefit, nor the depreciation. 
Bob asked how solar could reduce the annual BES electric bills from $25k to 

$18k. Strunjo said there isn’t a program out there right now that’s attractive to 
investors. Best case currently, roof space for solar could be leased out for 
roughly $4,000 annually. 

 
6:15pm Marc Riel, Sr. Earthlight Technologies 

Mr. Riel did not appear as scheduled. 
 
New Business 

Newsletter Expenses: 
Bob spoke about the cost of producing the newsletter. Current projections are 
that the newsletter will be over $1,000 in the red for FY21. He said that they 

will seek a bigger budget. 
 

Allocation/Monitoring of Employee Benefits: 
Bob opened the topic by saying that the Town owed a retiree significantly more 
money than the Selectboard thought would be paid out. Stan said that the 

Selectboard should be getting monthly reports on benefit status of employees. 
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He added that the private sector has started to reduce benefits. He felt it was 

important for the Selectboard to examine current benefits and find ways to 
effectively manage how they are allocated. 
 

BES: 
Recent issues at BES were discussed by the Selectboard. First was concern 
about the boilers. Both boilers failed in mid-January. The new facilities director 

for the district should have information on the status of the boilers. Next, the 
scoreboard was discussed. Bob said that he thought it was working fine the 

previous Saturday. Brian spoke to Tony Streeter and Tommy Wyman 
(electrician), who will be taking on the repair of the scoreboard and a warranty 
covered parking lot light. Next the Board talked about rural aid money for 

maintenance costs in the district. Bob specified the current issue of failing 
window cranks. Stan wanted to know about the recently repaired air handlers. 

Bob said they shut them off because some teachers in the north end of the 
school said that when they were on, they were getting a smell in their 
classrooms. Tony Streeter told the Board that after basketball practices and 

games, he’s putting a significant amount of time to clean the gym and the 
hallway. It was mentioned that unattended children are often found bouncing 
balls in the hallway. The Recreation Department will have to become more 

hands on to keep the school clean and the chaos out of the areas near the gym. 
  

Land Donation to the Town: 

Ed Phelps’ sister contacted the Tax Collector with the intention of turning over 
some vacant land to the Town. The consensus of the Board was to reach out to 
Town Counsel regarding the legality of this type of transaction. 

 
Warrants: Annual Caucus and Presidential Primary Election 

Presidential Primary: Brian made a motion to sign the warrant. Stan seconded 

and the motion passed 3-0. Town Caucus: Brian made a motion to sign the 
warrant. Stan seconded and the motion passed 3-0. The Board then signed the 

warrants. While doing so, Bob read aloud the positions that would be voted on 
in the Town Election. 
 

Employee Time Off Request 
Brian made a motion to approve, Stan seconded. Motion was approved 

unanimously. 
 
6 town school committee: 

Bernardston remains the only town who is not fully represented on the school 
exploratory committee. Bob read a letter from Alan Genovese, who is the Chair 
of the committee, asking the Town Moderator to appoint a third person from 

Bernardston. 
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The Selectboard was in receipt of a letter from the Leyden Selectboard to DESE 
Commissioner Jeffrey Riley in which the Leyden Selectboard showed their 
support to DESE for closing the Warwick Community School. Brian made a 

motion that the Bernardston Selectboard should send a similar letter to 
Commissioner Riley. Stan seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 

A memo was read from the Franklin County Solid Waste Management District 
advising the Town that the most recent payment for scrap metal was $340. 

 
The next scheduled meeting was then, by consensus, moved from February 
12th to Tuesday February 11th at 6pm at Town Hall. 

 
Old Business 

Freightliner Truck for Highway Department: 
The Town has been advised that the new truck can be ordered in advance. 
Should the truck not be supported by Town Meeting, the order can be 

cancelled with no penalty to the Town. Brian supported ordering the truck to 
beat the rush that is expected once the town meeting cycle begins. 
 

Town Coordinator Report 
The Town Coordinator reported that the Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee met 

on Monday January 27th at Town Hall. Discussed were several categories of 
potential disasters. The purpose of a Hazard Mitigation Plan is that in the event 
of an unforeseen event taking place, there will be a plan in place to get our 

Town back to normal as soon as possible. Running parallel to the Hazard 
Mitigation Plan, the Town also got word of approval for MVP (Municipal 
Vulnerabilities Plan) funding. Because the two weave into one another, the 

Hazard Mitigation Plan committee will seek an extension from the state so that 
information can be shared among the two separate reports. 

 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:26pm 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  

 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    
 

 
 


