
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 

 
Minutes for the meeting of November 20, 2019 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Bob Raymond                                  per sign-in log 

Stan Garland                                                          

Brian Keir 

 
Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.  
He said that BNC-TV was providing live coverage of the meeting and replays of the 
meeting would later be available on the internet. 
 

Warrants  
Bob asked for a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $37,536.26. 
Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
Bob then entertained a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant for $36,908.38 Brian 
motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Minutes   
Bob entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of November 
6, 2019. Brian made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Stan seconded, and 
the motion passed 3-0.  
Next, a motion to approve minutes for the Executive Session meeting of November 6, 
2019 Brian made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Stan seconded, and the 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Calendar & Announcements  
Bob then announced an upcoming meetings in town, as listed on the attached agenda.  
 
Citizens’ Concerns 

There were no Citizens’ Concerns voiced at this meeting. 
 
Other Meetings Attended by Selectboard Members 

Stan attended a meeting at the FRCOG last Thursday night with Brian. The projected 
population of the Commonwealth in 2040 was discussed. It was an eye opener, in that 
the projection for the greater Boston area revealed a likely 40% increase, while 
Franklin County is projected to see a reduction of nearly 2%. He said that there are 
high hopes for the future of the high speed train to connect Western Mass with 
Boston. 
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The SMART Solar program was also discussed. Brian mentioned how quickly the 1600 
megawatt allocation for the western part of the state was taken. The state would like to 
release another 800 megawatts for the region. The credits were not taken as quickly in 
the eastern part of the state. One possible reason is that there is more open space in 
the western end of the state as opposed to the eastern part.  
 
Bob said that last Thursday, Board members attended the PVRSD School Committee 
and budget subcommittee meetings. He said that the schools want more money, but 
the lines of communication are open and the discussions have begun. 
 
Brian added that the Board members met with Dr. Carriere at BES this afternoon. The 
communication has gone well as far as keeping track of ongoing maintenance and 
building a list of capital projects. The Selectboard will be on site during the Christmas 
break to perform a variety of maintenance tasks. 
 
Bob and Stan were at the Senior Center yesterday. They found an outdoor faucet that 
had frozen. The culprit appeared to be a failed ball valve. They also checked the 
kitchen stove, which was reported to not be heating properly. Stan felt there wasn’t 
anything wrong with the stove. However it was noted that the oven shouldn’t be 
overloaded with frozen food all at once. 
 
Bob also mentioned a meeting last Friday among the four PVRSD Selectboard Chairs 
and Superintendent Scagel. Bob again felt that the conversation was productive and 
the Superintendent is trying to be more communicative. 
 
Appointments 

Board of Assessors - Tax Classification Hearing 
Russell Deane and Stacey Mousseau were present to propose the Town’s tax rate for 
FY20. Speaking on behalf of the Board of Assessors, Russ proposed a single tax rate of 
$18.59, down from the rate of $19.64 in FY19. He alluded to values increasing and 
many properties having sold for more than their previous assessments. Stan made a 

motion to accept the proposed tax rate of $18.59. Brian seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously. 
 
New Business 

2020 Liquor Licenses: 
Several applicants sent in their ABCC renewals in mid-November. The Selectboard 
reviewed the following renewal applications: A1 Ltd, dba Antonio’s II Pizza; JPK Corner 
Country Store dba Country Corner, Hitchcock Brewing Co.; Bernardston Veteran’s 
Organization; JKBC, LLC dba Hillside Pizza and Crumpin Fox Club, Inc. dba Zeke’s 
Smokehouse Grill. Having determined that these licensees all acted responsibly in the 
previous year, Stan made a motion to approve their requests for renewal for calendar 
2020. Brian seconded Stan’s motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
Highway Superintendent: 
After previously interviewing potential candidates for the Highway Superintendent’s 
position, Stan made a motion to appoint Brian Miner as the new Highway 
Superintendent. Brian seconded Stan’s motion, which passed 3-0.  
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Old Business 
Tax Title Properties: 
Brian mentioned that there are now four properties that the Town owns, with the 
addition of one more prior to the start of the meeting. Stan asked how the Town 
knows, in fact, that the properties are truly owned by the Town. The Town Coordinator 
said that we have copies of the relevant court orders. Stan questioned that the court 
orders are legally enough for the Town to rely upon to sell the properties. He asked the 
coordinator to follow up with Town Counsel to make absolutely certain that the Town 
owns and can legally sell the properties. 
 
Cushman Library One Day Liquor License Requests: 
Bob referenced an email from Library Director Karen Stinchfield, asking the Board to 
grant two One Day Liquor Licenses; one on December 10th and the other on December 
17th. The Board agreed that they wanted more information from the state ABCC before 
granting the Special Permits. The requests will be reviewed at the next regular 
Selectboard meeting. 
 
Town Coordinator Report 
The Town Coordinator reported that the Cable Advisory Committee met on November 
14th. The Committee will be contacting Comcast to get some answers about unwired 
parts of Bernardston. Once that is determined, the committee will inquire as to why 
there are unserved parts of our town. Specific questions would include population 
density, distance from their nodes or other reasons. Also with the new FCC regulations 
passed last summer, the committee plans to ask Selectboard approval to increase the 
PEG fee from the current 4.5% to the legally allowed 5%. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn the meeting 
at 6:37pm. Brian seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    
 

 
 


