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Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Minutes for the meeting of April 23, 2019 

Meeting held at Bernardston Police Station,  

256 South Street, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 

Selectboard Members Present:           Others Present:   
Brian J. Keir, Chairman                                               James Palmeri 
Robert R. Raymond                                                  Jane Dutcher 

Stanley Garland                                                         
         
          

Brian called the meeting to order at 3:30pm. 
 

Chief Palmeri asked to meet with the Selectboard for guidance on employee 
recruitment and retention. 

 
The Chief mentioned specifically that the city known as the Town of Greenfield 

has been actively pursuing Bernardston’s Sergeant to leave Bernardston and 
take on a patrolman’s role with the Greenfield Police Department. Jim feels 
that it has become a financial issue, in that some other towns are offering 

substantially more in compensation packages than Bernardston. 
 
Bob wanted to know how Bernardston pay rates compare to other towns. Jim 

responded by saying that he would rule out the towns that appear to overpay, 
such as Northfield. However comparing similar towns, Bernardston remains on 

the low end of the scale. 
 
Options were discussed for reduction of odd hours calls to the department. 

Also discussed were how those calls were handled in other towns. Jim said that 
the State Police are dispatched. However, while they are an asset, they are not 

a replacement, as sometimes they are too busy to take a middle of the night 
call. 
 

Brian said that the short term issue is to try and do what’s necessary to keep 
Sergeant Richardson on the Bernardston department. 
 

 
(continued next page) 
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(continued) 
 

Stan said that the Town needs a better plan for employee retention. He 
suggested capping the salaries of employees to protect the Town from continual 
long term increases every time it seems like there’s an emergency. At this point, 

Chief Palmeri excused himself to attend to police business. 
 
In his absence, the Selectboard discussed options including salary caps and  

looking at changes to employee benefits, such as increasing vacation time. It 
was agreed that these items would need to be looked at in the future. 

 
At 4:41pm a motion was made by Stan to go into Executive Session, pursuant 
to MGL c. 30A, Sec. 21 (2), second by Bob. A roll call vote was taken: 

 
Bob Raymond: Aye 

Stan Garland: Aye 
Brian Keir: Aye 
 

The meeting returned to open session at 5:20pm. 
 
Bob said that the fields would be taken care of at Pratt Field by Snow and Sons 

in time for Rec. baseball and softball Opening Day on April 27th. Jane said that 
there’s enough funding to take care of the billing. Bob mentioned that they 

won’t be treating the fields with lime at this time. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, a motion was made by Bob to 

adjourn at 5:32pm. The motion was seconded by Stan and passed 
unanimously. 
 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  

 
 
_________________,Chairman  ___________________          _______________________ 

Brian J. Keir                          Robert R. Raymond         Stanley D. Garland                                
 


