
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland                    

 
Minutes for the meeting of June 5, 2019 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:           Others Present:   
Robert R. Raymond, Chairman                               per sign-in log 
Stanley Garland                                                          
Brian J. Keir 
 
New Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. 
 
Warrants  
Bob asked for a motion to approve the payroll warrant in the amount of 
$38,626.48. Stan made the motion to approve the payroll warrant. Brian 
seconded Stan’s motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
Bob then entertained a motion to approve the vendor warrant in the amount of 
$51,118.95. Stan made the motion to approve the payroll warrant. Brian 
seconded Stan’s motion, which passed unanimously. Bob mentioned that 
$37,000 of the vendor warrant was an amount from the FY16 CDBG grant. 
 
Minutes   

· Regular Meeting of May 29, 2019; A motion was made by Stan to approve 
the minutes as written. The motion was seconded by Brian and passed 
unanimously. 

 
Calendar & Announcements  
Bob then announced meetings of several Town committees and boards 
scheduled, as listed on the attached agenda.  
 
Citizens’ Concerns 
There were no Citizens’ Concerns at this meeting. 
 
A Tree Removal Hearing was scheduled for 6:15pm. At this point, the time was 
only 6:07pm, so Bob moved ahead to some basic items scheduled for “New 
Business”. 
 
Board and Committee Appointments: The Town Clerk submitted Jane Dutcher 
for appointment to the Green Committee and Peter Nai to the Planning Board. 
Motion to appoint both by Stan. Second by Brian. Voted in favor, 3-0.   
(continued next page) 
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Franklin County Solid Waste Management District: Memorandum of 
Understanding for Hauling Services for FY20. Stan motioned to approve the 
MOU. Brian seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. The Selectboard 
members then signed the MOU. 
 
Employee Time Off Requests: The Board reviewed employee time off requests. 
Stan made a motion to grant the requests for time off. Brian seconded the 
motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Appointments 
6:15pm, Tree Removal Hearing 
A Tree Removal Hearing was requested by William and Cynthia Meese for two 
Town owned trees located near their house at 315 Martindale Road. Bob 
opened the hearing at 6:15pm and read the Legal Notice that was published 
and is included in these minutes. Bob invited Mr. and Mrs. Meese to the table. 
Bill provided the Board with photographs of the trees in question. He also 
stated that a certified arborist deemed the two trees to be a hazard to the 
Meese’s house in the event of a strong windstorm. Bob invited Tree Warden 
Bradley Bordewieck to speak about the trees in question. Bradley said that 
they had tried to include Eversource in the process, but Eversource wasn’t able 
to schedule trimming and/or removal in the near future, so it came back to the 
homeowners. He confirmed that the trees posed a hazard to the Meese’s 
residence. Based on the testimony of the Tree Warden and previous comments 
from the Highway Superintendent, Stan made a motion to allow the Meese ’s to 
contract to have the two subject trees cut down and adjacent trees trimmed, to 
be paid for solely by the Meese’s. Brian seconded the motion. The vote was 
unanimous in support. The Tree Removal Hearing concluded at 6:20pm. 
 
Old Business: No Old Business was discussed. 
 
Town Coordinator Report  
The Town Coordinator discussed the repaved area at the Turners Falls Road 
bridge. The milling and repaving had been completed earlier that day and all 
appeared to be in good condition. He mentioned attending an upcoming 
Western Mass. Solar Summit on Monday June 17th in Whately. That meeting 
was to feature best practices for municipalities to construct and own their own 
solar array. Finally, he mentioned composting available at the Transfer Station 
and the availability of home composters from the Solid Waste District office. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn at 
6:47pm. Brian seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 
Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


