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Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Minutes for the meeting of April 10, 2019 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 

 
Selectboard Members Present:           Others Present:   

Brian J. Keir, Chairman                                               per sign-in log 
Robert R. Raymond                                                   
Stanley Garland                                                         
         
          

Brian called the meeting to order at 6:03pm. 

 
Brian announced that the meeting was being carried live on BNCTV, and would 
be available for future viewing on townofbernardston.org 

 
Warrants  

Brian asked for a motion to approve the payroll warrant in the amount of 
$48,403.94. Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion approved unanimously. 
Brian mentioned that the dollar amount was higher than usual due to periodic 

payment of stipends. 
 
Brian then asked for a motion to approve the vendor warrant in the amount of 

$22,835.94. Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion approved unanimously. 
 

Minutes 

 Regular Meeting; March 27, 2019.  

Motion by Bob to approve as written, second by Stan. Approved 
unanimously.  
 

Calendar & Announcements  
Brian announced meetings of several Town committees and boards scheduled, 

as listed on the included agenda.  
Also included was a meeting of the Board of Assessors on April 18, 2019 at 
10am. Stan then mentioned the PVRSD meetings scheduled for BES on 

Thursday April 11th. A reminder was issued for the Annual Town Meeting to be 
held at the auditorium at Pioneer on Wednesday May 8, 2019 at 7pm. 
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(continued) 
 
Citizen’s Concerns –  
 
NONE 

 
Appointments 
6:05pm Paul Luther, Town Clerk 

Mr. Luther asked the members of the Selectboard to either approve or not 
approve of his provided job description for the position of Assistant Town Clerk. 

Bob made a motion to accept the job description. Stan seconded for discussion. 
Stan suggested grammatical changes to the provided description, which the 
Town Clerk said he would do. Stan then reaffirmed his second of Bob’s motion. 

The Board voted 3-0 to accept the job description. Paul then asked the Board 
to appoint Christine Slocum-Wysk as the Assistant Town Clerk. The 

appointment would last until December 31, 2019. If she is not re-appointed, 
she would no longer be the Assistant Town Clerk. Bob moved to appoint Chris 
as the Assistant Town Clerk. Stan seconded the motion, which then passed 

unanimously. Finally, Paul presented the remainder of his annual appointees, 
which he read aloud. Bob motioned to accept and Stan seconded. The 
appointees passed unanimously. 

 
 

6:15pm: Joe Shanahan, Clean Energy Collective 

Mr. Shanahan was invited to appear by the Board to clearly explain the 
purpose of Town’s right of first refusal for the 32 Fox Hill Road property where 

Clean Energy intends to build a solar farm. Joe explained that differences 
throughout the process were because of differences in placing easements and 
access to the solar field after construction. Stan made a motion to not exercise 

the Town’s option for the property located at 32 Fox Hill Road. Bob seconded. 
The motion passed 3-0. 

 
6:30pm: Jim Nielsen, 656 Huckle Hill Road 

Mr. Nielsen shared some photographs of the end of his driveway with the 

members of the Selectboard. He mentioned that it was a problem due to the 
way the road was paved several years ago. Stan suggested some cold patch 

should remedy the situation. After discussion, the Board agreed to have Gary 
Wetherby check on it. Mr. Nielsen then expressed concern about the reflector 
poles that were installed last autumn. During the winter, one was broken and 

needed replacing. He also suggested that additional poles, closer together 
would offer a safer view to drivers coming down the road. The Board agreed by 
consensus to get the Highway Department out to make the changes. 

 
(continued next page) 
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(continued) 
 

At 6:32pm, Mr. Fortier was still awaiting the arrival of his award recipients, so 
Chairman Keir moved ahead with an Eversource pole hearing. Brian opened 
the hearing at 6:33pm, then read the request from Eversource. With no 

opposition or discussion, Brian entertained a motion to allow the pole 
placement. Bob made a motion to allow pole placement as indicated on the 
map provided by Eversource (Merrifield Road to service the new Dollar General 

store). Stan seconded. The Board approved unanimously. The pole hearing was 
closed at 6:38pm. 

 
Brian then moved ahead to process three employee time off requests. Bob made 
a motion to approve all three requests. Stan seconded. The motion was 

approved unanimously. 
 

6:45: Mark Fortier, Northfield EMS Chief and board member, Western MA EMS  
Mark prefaced his comments with the quote, “Next to creating a life, the most 
important thing a man can do is save one.” He then mentioned the situation at 

last year’s Gas Engine Show when emergency personnel were dispatched to aid 
one of the attendees who had collapsed. Mr. Fortier provided details on the 
measures taken to save this person’s life. He summarized by saying that the 

incident happened on May 26th, and the patient walked out of Baystate 
Springfield June 1st. Awards were presented to: Byron Call, Lloyd Grover, 

Jacob Louison and Tim Snow to a rousing standing ovation.  
 
New Business: 

BPD resignation: 
Brian read aloud a letter of resignation from one of the Town’s part time 
officers. Stan made a motion to accept the resignation with regret. Bob 

seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Greenfield Savings Bank tree donation: 
The bank offered to donate an American Elm tree to the Town at no cost in 
celebration of their 150th anniversary. Stan moved to accept the donation of the 

tree. Bob seconded. The suggestion was made to involve the Tree Warden and 
the Kiwanis for optimum placement. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Annual Town Election warrant: 
Brian read the election warrant aloud. Bob made a motion to sign the warrant. 

Stan seconded the motion which passed 3-0. 
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At the conclusion of New Business, Bob said he would like to address a couple 
of things. He then invited Recreation Commission Chair Jennifer Stennes to 
come forward. Bob brought up the condition of the ball fields at Pratt Field and 

how long it’s been since any paid work has been done there. He said that he 
received an estimate from Snow and Sons to bring the fields back to playing 
condition for approximately $2,500 each. Bob then made a motion to engage 

Snow and Sons to treat the ball fields at their estimated cost. Stan seconded 
the motion, which passed 3-0. 

 
Bob followed by saying that he had been in contact with Reil Cleaning about 
cleaning the windows on the lower level of the Senior Center. Reil provided an 

estimate of $808 for the Senior Center, $460 for Cushman Library’s lower level 
windows and $492 for the lower level windows of Town Hall. He then made a 

motion to hire Reil cleaning at their estimated rates to clean the windows in all 
three buildings.  Stan seconded the motion, which passed 3-0. 
 

A brief discussion ensued with a spectator about the Pioneer school district, 
which after a few moments was concluded when Brian rightly said that such a 
conversation was more appropriate at a school committee meeting. 

 
Old Business  

Annual Town Meeting warrant: 
The lengthy warrant was painstakingly reviewed, line by line, to ensure it was 
clear and properly worded. Punctuation and grammatical changes would be 

made to the forthcoming revision. Late in the process, Stan made a motion to 
add an article to seek up to $40,000 for the demolition of the Hollywood. Bob 
seconded. Brian opposed on the vote, which passed 2-1. 

 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn at 

8:51pm. Bob seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  

 
 

_________________,Chairman  ___________________          _______________________ 
Brian J. Keir                          Robert R. Raymond         Stanley D. Garland                                
 


