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Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Minutes for the meeting of March 13, 2019 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:           Others Present:   
Brian J. Keir, Chairman                                               Bill Montiglio 
Robert R. Raymond                                                  Peter Shedd 
          Jane Dutcher 
          Dianne Cornwell 
          (others attached)  
 
Brian called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. 
 
Brian announced that the meeting was being carried live on BNCTV, and would 
be available for future viewing through townofbernardston.org. 
 
Warrants  
Brian asked for a motion to approve the payroll warrant in the amount of 
$33,100.04. Motion by Bob, second by Brian. Motion approved 2-0. 
 
Brian then asked for a motion to approve the vendor warrant in the amount of 
$186,814.44. Motion by Bob, second by Brian. Motion approved 2-0. 
 
Minutes 

· Regular Meeting; February 27, 2019. Motion by Bob to approve as 
written, second by Brian. Motion approved 2-0. 

 
Calendar & Announcements  
Brian announced several dates of importance to the community:  

· Planning Board – Public Hearing; Thursday March 21, 2019, 6:30pm Town Hall 
· Recreation Department –Summer Program Registration; Monday March 25, 

2019, 5:30pm to 7pm; Town Hall 
· Conservation Commission; Tuesday April 2, 2019, 6:15pm; Town Hall 
· Conservation Commission; Tuesday April 16, 2019, 6:15pm; Town Hall 
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Selectboard Minutes 
March 13, 2019 
(continued) 
 
Citizen’s Concerns –  
none 
 
Appointments 
6:05pm: Bill Montiglio and Peter Shedd: Emergency Management Plan 
Bill and Peter presented some facts relevant to the recently completed 
Emergency Management Plan for the Town. Peter mentioned that Bill took on 
the bulk of the project himself. Each section of the Plan requires departmental 
signatures. Bill said that it’s similar in scope to the Plan that was formerly 
used when Vermont Yankee was open. The purpose of the document is to give 
authorities some place to start in the event of a mass emergency. A question 
was raised about preferred contractors. That is, if there’s the need to contact 
some kind of service in the middle of the night, who would it be? Peter added 
that MEMA in Agawam offered a class on completing the Plan report. Bill 
submitted the Bernardston plan in advance of the state’s training. Peter then 
talked about bylaws for the Fire Department. It’s a binder that contains job 
descriptions, bylaws and other relevant procedures. The Town Clerk will receive 
a copy and one remains on site at the fire station. An electronic copy will be 
sent to the Selectboard office. Finally, a new proposal was received from 
Stevens & Associates just prior to this meeting. Brian felt that without Stan 
present and the scope of the information that this proposal should be 
discussed at the next meeting of the Selectboard. 
 
6:30pm Council on Aging; Dianne Cornwell & Leah Gibson 
The Selectboard was introduced to the candidate to be the next Senior Center 
Director, Miranda Davis. Dianne told the Board of the exhaustive hiring 
process and how Miranda had emerged as the best choice for the job. Bob 
made a motion to hire Miranda Davis as of March 25, 2019. Brian seconded 
the motion, which passed 2-0. 
 
New Business  
The Board examined an employee’s time off request. Bob made a motion to 
approve the request. Brian seconded the motion, which passed 2-0. 
 
Bob then mentioned the Town Coordinator’s efforts on the job during his first 
six months. Both Bob and Brian used the word “great” in summarizing the 
characteristics of job performance. Bob made a motion to increase the 
introductory base salary by $1,500 annually, with the increase retroactive to 
March 1, 2019. Brian seconded the motion, which passed 2-0. 
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Selectboard Minutes 
March 13, 2019 
(continued) 
 
 
Old Business 
No items of Old Business were discussed. 
 
Town Coordinator Report 
The Town Coordinator reported that he had spoken with Highway 
Superintendent Gary Wetherby regarding an issue with the sidewalk and 
curbing near the gym entrance at BES. Gary thought that the issue could be 
due to a frost heave. Rather than jumping right in to eradicate the situation, he 
thought it would be prudent to wait until the ground thaws and re-evaluate at 
that time. Also, due to a muddy condition near the compost bin at the Transfer 
Station, Gary was able to relocate the bin for the ease of patron’s access. 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to be discussed, Bob made a motion to declare the 
meeting adjourned at 6:47pm, Brian seconded. Motion carried 2-0.   
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
_________________,Chairman  ___________________          _______________________ 
Brian J. Keir                          Robert R. Raymond         Stanley D. Garland                               


