
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 
Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 
Minutes for the meeting of October 9, 2019 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Bob Raymond                                  per sign-in log 
Stan Garland                                                          
Brian Keir 
 
Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:01pm.  
He said that BNC-TV was providing live coverage of the meeting and replays of 
the meeting would later be available on the internet. 
 
Warrants  
Bob asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$47,486.53. Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Bob then entertained a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant for $116,362.65 
Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. Bob reported that the amount was significant due to $99k as the 
Town’s current assessment to Franklin County Technical School. 
 
Minutes   
Bob entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
September 25, 2019. Brian made a motion to approve the minutes as written. 
Stan seconded, and the motion passed 3-0.  
 
Calendar & Announcements  
Bob then announced upcoming meetings and events in town, as listed on the 
attached agenda.  
 
Citizens’ Concerns 
There were no Citizens’ Concerns at this meeting. 
 
Appointments 
The first appointment of the night was cancelled prior to the meeting, by the 
guest. Because the next appointment was not yet present, Bob moved ahead to 
talk about other meetings attended by Selectboard members. 
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Brian detailed a financial workshop for municipal officials held at the FRCOG 
on October 3, 2019. Also at the meeting were Jane Dutcher and Stephen 
Nestanpower from the Finance Committee. 
 
Bob attended the Finance Committee meeting on Monday October 7, 2019. Bob 
said that Town Clerk Paul Luther was at the meeting. Paul asked to consider 
adding a half-time assistant to the Town Clerk’s office in FY21. Bob reported 
that Town Treasurer Susan Bobe has completed her certification and was 
entitled to a pro-rated annual increase of $833. That was approved by a Town 
Meeting vote and as such, did not need to be voted on either by the Finance 
Committee or the Selectboard. 
 
On Tuesday October 8, 2019, the Selectboard met with BES Principal Dr. Kelly 
Carriere and Tony Streeter to discuss progress made on the capital 
projects/repair list that was generated in August. Bob said that Tony presented 
a favorable estimate from Jamrog HVAC to repair the ERV/air exchangers. 
Jamrog is confident that the repairs as outlined will get the units back up and 
running properly. Stan made a motion that we hire Jamrog to repair the units 
for a cost between $2500 and $3000. Brian seconded the motion which passed 
3-0. The money will come from the BES Capital account. Stan then made a 
motion to have Jeff Gale remove and brick the univents at a cost not to exceed 
$3000. Brian seconded the motion, which passed 3-0. 
 
Then at 6:15, Bob returned to meeting appointments. First was Jared Smith of 
the Bernardston-Leyden Snowmobile Club. The Club held their swap meet at 
Pratt Field last year and reported it as a success. The Club would like 
permission to use Pratt Field for their annual swap meet again this year. Brian 
made a motion to allow the use of Pratt Field for the meet. Stan seconded and 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 
At 6:20 Kristi Russell appeared before the Selectboard to request permission to 
use Cushman Park for seasonal photography. She used the park last year 
without permission and wanted to go through the proper channels this year. 
Kristi presented her Certificate of Insurance in advance of the meeting. After 
some discussion about potential for damage, Stan made a motion to allow 
Kristi Russell Photography to use Cushman Park on Sunday November 3rd for a 
photo shoot location. Brian seconded and the motion passed 3-0. 
 
New Business 
Board of Health Resignations 
Board of Health Clerk Jennifer Clark submitted her letter of resignation, 
effective October 18, 2019. Also, Board member Linda MacKinnon submitted a 
letter of resignation, effective immediately. Bob asked for letters to be sent to 
both for appreciation of their service to the Town. Stan motioned to accept both 
resignations. Brian seconded the motion. The resignations were accepted 3-0. 
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Treasurer Certification 
Town Treasurer Susan Bobe has passed her Treasurer Certification. Her 
certification was discussed at the Finance Committee meeting on October 7, 
2019. Her salary increase was voted on at a previous Town Meeting. 
 
“No Outlet” sign for Martindale Road 
A Martindale Road resident stopped into the Selectboard office and said that 
several cars that enter Martindale Road end up turning around when they 
figure out that the road ends. Bob asked the Town Coordinator to discuss the 
matter with Gary Wetherby. The Board agreed by consensus. 
 
Highway Superintendent Retirement 
Highway Superintendent Gary Wetherby has submitted his letter of retirement, 
effective December 28, 2019. Gary’s input to his eventual replacement will be 
valuable. After a question of needing a motion to accept the retirement, it was 
determined that because it is a retirement, that no motion was needed. It will 
simply become effective on the date indicated. Stan mentioned the sense of 
urgency to get someone up and running quickly. He asked to post a meeting 
with Gary Wetherby for Wednesday October 16, 2019 at 3:30pm. 
 
Old Business 
Board of Health 
Bob revisited the previous Selectboard meeting that was attended by Randy 
Crochier of the FRCOG. Bob says that the Selectboard needs to meet with the 
Board of Health to discuss future options. Brian said that it’s a struggle to fill 
the boards and committees and that he would follow up with Dave Powers 
about a joint meeting of the Selectboard and Board of Health. 
 
Within “Old Business”, Bob circled back to Susan Bobe’s certification and 
asked the Town Coordinator to draft a letter congratulating Susan on her 
accomplishment. 
 
Capital Projects at BES 
The meeting at BES was discussed briefly. The length of the list was believed to 
be too long. Many of the projects were of a small nature and as such, should be 
taken care of in a relatively short amount of time. The Board also noted that 
Tim Brandl has resigned as PVRSD Facility Director. Jane Dutcher pointed out 
that the job is posted on the PVRSD website and SchoolSpring.com.  
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Town Coordinator Report  
Following up on one of the BES project list items, the Town Coordinator 
contacted Todd Weed, one of the electrical instructors at the Franklin County 
Tech School. Mr. Weed said that they will be repairing parking lot lights at 
Pioneer and that the one that is not working at BES will be addressed at the 
same time as the Pioneer ones. 
 
It was noticed on the approach to BES that one of the School Road trees 
obscures the speed limit sign, heading westbound. Tree Warden Brad 
Bordewieck has been contacted and will examine the situation. 
 
Although with a change in temperature, the threat posed by EEE remains. The 
Town Coordinator asked the public to remain vigilant until the first hard frost 
of the season occurs. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, Brian made a motion to adjourn at  
6:43 pm. Stan seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 
Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


