
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 
Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 
Minutes for the meeting of September 25, 2019 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Bob Raymond                                  per sign-in log 
Stan Garland                                                          
Brian Keir 
 
Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.  
He said that BNC-TV was providing live coverage of the meeting and replays of 
the meeting would later be available on the internet. 
 
Warrants  
Bob asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$35,588.71. Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Bob then entertained a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant for $51,482.53 
Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Minutes   
Bob entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
September 11, 2019. Brian made a motion to approve the minutes as written. 
Stan seconded, and the motion passed 3-0. 
 
Calendar & Announcements  
Bob then announced an upcoming meeting of the Agricultural Commission, as 
listed on the attached agenda.  
 
Citizens’ Concerns 
There were no Citizens’ Concerns at this meeting. 
 
Appointments 
6:05pm: Brian McHugh of the Franklin County Regional Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority. 
Mr. McHugh was present to conduct a required Public Hearing for the 
FCRHRA, who wanted permission to reprogram funds into the FY16 CDBG 
grant. 
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Mr. McHugh asked Chairman Bob Raymond to read the Legal Notice (attached 
to these minutes). Mr. McHugh then gave an update on the grant. The goal at 
the outset was to rehab 18 units, currently they’ve done 22. The Social Service 
component of the grant supplemented Community Action’s affordable heating 
program. The unexpended funding from Community Action was $15,188.77, 
which Housing proposed to amend the funding as: $11,508.72 to complete the 
final two projects, and $3,680.05 to FCRHRA for various administrative 
expenses. Stan Garland made a motion to allow the funding request to be 
reprogrammed as presented by FCRHRA. Brian Keir seconded the motion. The 
vote passed unanimously. Chairman Bob Raymond signed the provided 
document. Bob then motioned to close the hearing. Stan seconded the motion. 
A unanimous vote closed the Public Hearing. 
 
6:15: Bob Keir, representing the recently disbanded HEART Committee. 
Mr. Keir asked to come in to give the Selectboad the HEART Committee’s Final 
Report on Efficiency and Regionalization. Their report was given to the PVRSD 
School Committee to substantively rewrite the District Agreement. His 
committee was aware of changes made by School Committee prior to it being 
sent to the state. HEART’s effort resulted in a thick 178 page document. To 
keep their costs down, they are providing just one hard copy to each of the 
PVRSD towns. On September 4th, they voted to disband the HEART committee.  
Stan expressed concern over the methods required to make changes to the 
existing District Agreement. Stan suggested getting our legislators involved to 
ease regular review and updates of District Agreements. 
 
Other Meetings Attended by Selectboard Members 
 
Bob Raymond spoke first. Bob attended a meeting of PVRSD Superintendent 
Jon Scagel and Selectboard Chairs from Leyden and Northfield. The Warwick 
Chair was absent. Bob inquired about Mr. Scagel not attending the “Four Town 
Meetings”, although he was invited and asked to speak. Bob said that he was 
told that the superintendent felt that he didn’t have enough time to prepare for 
the meetings, thus did not attend. Bob also brought up the length of PVRSD 
School Committee meetings. Bob offered a solution: more meetings or shorter 
agendas. Bob said that he left feeling that things would hopefully work out 
better between the towns and the Pioneer administration and School 
Committee. Bob also attended the Finance Committee meeting held on Monday 
September 16th. He said that the first discussion of the FY21 town budget took 
place. Also mentioned was that Bernardston is currently paying 65% above the 
minimum contribution, something that the committee would hope changes 
based on the recently published figure of the District running $519K in the 
black for FY19.  
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Stan Garland spoke next. Stan reported that he attended the Website Content 
Committee meeting on September 19th. He said that a new Chair was elected at 
that meeting (Town Coordinator Bordeaux). The Town Hall cloud based backup 
system is being finalized and should be completed by the time of the next 
meeting on October 24th. He added that the committee has launched official 
Town Facebook and Twitter accounts, and they will be looking at social media 
policies at the next meeting. 
 
Brian then talked about the Board of Health meeting from Wednesday 
September 18th. He said that they talked about possible reorganization and 
utilizing the FRCOG to provide inspection and permitting services, similar to 
what the COG’s Building Inspection program currently does for the town. He 
reported that the Board felt that was generally a positive move. 
 
New Business 
COG Health Department  
Randy Crochier (Gill Selectboard, full time COG agent) was invited to speak to 
the Board about the variety of health department services available through the 
FRCOG. Randy reported success in all 10 towns that utilize the full services of 
the COG. He said that their old model was a “fee for service” arrangement, in 
essence services were billed by the hour. They found that to be an issue 
because in trying to keep costs down, towns would wait until situations were 
out of control before calling for help. Their current pricing structure is similar 
to the accounting service and building inspection service; an annual fee with 
credits given for inspection and permit fees. Questions were posed regarding 
elected Board of Health status (they remain in place and set policy for the COG 
department to follow), septic pumpers licensing (yes, COG licenses them) and 
clerk availability (all permits are done electronically). Randy followed up with 
mention of public swimming pools, B&B’s, VRBO and/or AirBNB type rentals. 
Bob asked with so many state rules, how do they approach inspection? The 
approach is “maximum feasible compliance”. Stan closed out the discussion by 
concluding that the Selectboard can’t go any further until they meet with the 
Board of Health. 
 
One Day Liquor Licenses 
Kringle Candle/Farm Table has requested two One Day Liquor Licenses so they 
will be allowed to serve alcohol in areas not covered by their regular license 
during their Fall Festival. It’s noted that they have always been respectful 
during these events and as such the Board felt comfortable in moving forward. 
Bob entertained a motion to grant the licenses. Stan made the motion to permit 
Kringle Candle/Farm Table to grant the two one-day licenses. Brian seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Cushman Park Usage 
Kristi Russell Photography sought permission to use Cushman Park as a 
photography backdrop. According to her, she did so last year without 
permission. Bob suggested tabling the request until she can appear in person. 
(continued next page) 
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Employee Time Off Request 
Brian made a motion to grant the requested time off. Stan seconded and the 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Board of Assessors 
The Selectboard received a written resignation from Bill Young. Stan made a 
motion to accept the resignation. Brian seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously. The Board asked the Town Coordinator to draft a letter to Bill 
thanking him for his service, which members of the Board would like to sign. 
After the resignation, a letter from Assessors Clerk Jill Watrous asked the 
Selectboard to appoint Russell Deane as the replacement for Bill Young 
through the next Town Election. Stan motioned to appoint Russ, Brian 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Recreation Department Resignation 
Tracey Sabolevski has submitted her resignation. Stan made a motion to 
accept Tracey’s resignation. Brian seconded Stan’s motion, which passed 3-0. 
 
Charity Lot 
John Lepore contacted the office, looking to correct the deed of the Charity Lot. 
He discovered the deed error while working on the GIS mapping. He is looking 
for guidance on the project because the filing fee with the Registry of Deeds is 
$125. He would like to see the money spent once, instead of multiple times. 
Bob said that the east edge was surveyed not too long ago. The Board decided 
that it would be best to invite John in to the next meeting for further 
discussion. 
 
Town clerk appointments 
Town Clerk Paul Luther submitted a list of four residents to serve in various 
capacities, to be appointed by the Selectboard (list attached to these minutes).  
Bob read the list of appointees and Stan made a motion to appoint all four. 
Brian seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
Old Business 
Capital projects at BES 
Bob introduced the subject of planning for capital projects at BES. He then 
offered Brian the opportunity to speak. Brian said that Principal Dr. Kelly 
Carriere had inquired about regular meetings to keep on top of the building 
situation. He added that he has been in touch with Superintendent Scagel and 
Tim Brandl in addition to Dr. Carriere. Brian thought it would be wise to tour 
the building regularly. A brief discussion led to Brian saying that he would try 
to schedule a tour of BES on a Tuesday or Wednesday afternoon in October. 
 
 
(continued next page) 
 
 



Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
September 25, 2019 
(continued) 
 
Bob asked if there was any other Old Business to be discussed. Stan had a 
memo from Chief Palmeri stating that after research he felt the best option for 
the new police vehicle would be the Hybrid Ford Explorer model. The Chief also 
said that the out of service, surplus 2012 Dodge would be auctioned online and 
expects it to be sold in about two weeks. 
 
Town Coordinator Report  
The Town Coordinator opened his report by saying that another death in 
Massachusetts due to EEE (Eastern Equine Encephalitis) added urgency to the 
report and as such would only be speaking about EEE. He showed a map of 
the Commonwealth where Bernardston is in an elevated risk zone, but not the 
“red zone”. He went on to detail many precautions to take to reduce the risk of 
mosquito bites in the hopes of keeping our residents safe from this disease. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn at 
7:21pm. Brian seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 
Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


