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Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Minutes for the meeting of November 20, 2018. 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA. 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:               Others Present:   
Brian J. Keir, Chairman                                                Jane Dutcher 
Robert R. Raymond                                                 Rena Grover 
Stanley D. Garland                                                       Don Maynard 
         others per sign-in sheet 
          
Brian called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 
 
Brian announced the meeting is being telecast live by BNCTV and will be 
available on replay on bnctv.net.  
 
Warrants (week ending November 17, 2018) 
Brian asked for a motion to approve the Payroll warrant in the amount of 
$ 38,671.50. Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Approved unanimously.  
 
Brian asked for a motion to approve the Vendor warrant in the amount of 
$ 32,810.24. Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Approved unanimously.  
 
Minutes 

· Regular Meeting, November 7, 2018. Motion by Bob to approve as written, 
second by Stan. Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 

· Special Meeting, November 15, 2018. Motion by Stan to approve as 
written, second by Brian. Approved 2-0, as Bob was absent. 
 

Calendar & Announcements  
Brian announced meetings of several Town committees and boards scheduled 
for the next 2 weeks, specifically:  
Special Town Meeting: Tuesday Nov. 27, 2018 at 7pm, BES Cafeteria 
Conservation Commission: Thursday November 29, 2018 at 6:30pm, Town Hall 
Planning Board: Thursday December 6, 2018 at 6:30pm, Town Hall 
Conservation Commission: Thursday December 13, 2018 at 6:30pm, Town Hall 
Planning Board: Tuesday December 18, 2018 at 6:30pm, Town Hall 
Zoning Board of Appeals: Thursday December 20, 2018 at 7pm, Town Hall 
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Citizen’s Concerns –  
none 
 
Appointments 

6:05pm – Peter Shedd, Bernardston Fire Chief and Emergency 
Management Director 

Peter addressed the Selectboard to inform them that MedCare ambulance 
service in Greenfield has been sold to another operator, AMR Ambulance. AMR 
will be taking over the Greenfield operation on December 16, 2018. Peter 
suggested that this would be an opportune time to discuss a small scale 
regional approach with Northfield’s EMT service. Stan said that he would like 
to meet with the Northfield Selectboard to further explore the possibility. He 
added that Northfield meets on Tuesday nights. A general consensus was that 
December 11th would be a good date to meet. Peter mentioned that there are 
some towns that currently comprise a “South County” ambulance service, and 
are doing so successfully. Bob asked what the cost to Bernardston would be. 
Peter finished up by saying that it appears that it won’t cost Bernardston 
anything, that Northfield makes their money from the insurance payments.  

 
The next appointment had not yet arrived, so Chairman Keir recognized 
Finance Committee Chair, Jane Dutcher. They briefly discussed upcoming 
meetings with the PVRSD Finance Director and Superintendent. Jane 
suggested a joint meeting of the Finance Committee and Selectboard on 
December 10th. Brian informally polls the Selectboard to see about the posting 
requirements of such a planned meeting. Stan reiterated that they’ve never had 
a meeting with solely the Finance Director from the District in the past, that 
the Superintendent has always been a part of such a meeting. It’s then decided 
to coordinate this meeting for December 10th at 6:30 at the Police Station. The 
discussion then turned to flaws in the current School Committee meeting 
system; duration of meetings,  lack of adequate sound system and citizens 
concerns rounded out the discussion. 
 
 6:15pm –   Rena Grover and Butch Grover, River Maple Farm 
 Rena asked to speak with the Selectboard about the ongoing situation 
with the proposed solar farm planned for Fox Hill Road. Their developer, Clean 
Energy Collective, issued revised plans for the solar farm in the hopes of 
meeting a deadline. Rena added that there had been some issues with both the 
developer and the peer review studies. Bob asked what if the meeting couldn’t 
take place on the 29th. To which Rena replied that they would have to sell the 
farm. Stan felt that the Conservation Commission had dragged their feet with 
all the continuances of the meetings. Rena said that the scope of the project  
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was changed and that there’s going to be a 25% reduction in panels in addition 
to them being moved away from the proposed area of the slope, visible from 
South Street. Bob suggested that Chris Wysk be informed of all the latest 
information. Stan and Brian shared a lively discussion about where the fault 
lies with the risk to the Grovers for losing their farm. 
 
New Business  
 
The first item of new business was a letter of resignation from Council on Aging 
Director Karina Berenson. Brian read the letter aloud. Stan made a motion to 
accept the resignation. Bob seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Next, the Board discussed scheduling their next regular meeting on Tuesday 
December 4th instead of Wednesday December 5th. Brian mentioned this was 
because the HEART Committee is having a public hearing at PVRS on 
Wednesday the 5th and he thought it would be wise for the Selectboard 
members to attend. Bob made a motion to schedule the next Selectboard 
meeting for Tuesday December 4th at 6pm. Stan seconded the motion which 
passed 3-0. 
 
The Board then reviewed an application to use the cafeteria at Bernardston 
Elementary School for a PTO fundraiser planned for December 5th. Bob made a 
motion to approve the application. Stan seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously. 

 
Old Business 
 
The Selectboard reviewed an application for assistance from the Charity Lot 
Fund. The application had previously been referred to the Council on Aging. 
The COA worked with the applicant and found that the Charity Lot assistance 
was indeed suitable. A motion was made by Bob to approve the application, 
which was seconded by Stan. The motion was passed by a 3-0 vote. 
 
Having received email from Stantec inquiring about their previous invoices, the 
topic of issuing payment to them was revisited. On October 24th, the Board 
voted to withhold sending the payment until the Turners Falls Road paving had 
been satisfactorily completed. The concern was that there was not enough in 
project retainage to cover the cost of repaving should the contractor fail to meet 
their obligation. The amount to mill and repave was speculated to be $50,000. 
An estimate provided by Stantec stated the cost would be about $26,000 which 
was less than the retainage amount. Brian wanted to know if Stantec was going 
to come to the job site to oversee the milling and repaving. Jane added that a  
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letter should accompany payment with the wording, “We anticipate you will 
come out by getting this payment”. Brian asked if anybody wanted to make a 
motion to make the payment. Stan made a motion to pay Stantec and include a 
letter requiring them to return in April to oversee the completion of the project, 
as part of their original agreement. Brian then asked for a second. Bob said he 
can’t second that motion. Brian seconded the motion which passed by a 2-1 
margin. 
 
Brian then recognized the only remaining person in the gallery. The gentleman 
identified himself as Don Maynard from School Road. Mr. Maynard was here to 
meet with the Conservation Commission who were not scheduled to meet on 
November 20th. Brian asked Mr. Maynard what he would like to discuss with 
Conservation. He said that there’s a drainage issue on his property, one that he 
has tended to over the years. Recently, Conservation had served him a notice to 
cease working on the drainage issue. Mr. Maynard invited the Board to come 
out and see firsthand what the situation is and how it might be remedied. 
 
Town Coordinator Report 
 
The Town Coordinator advised the Board that the current electric aggregation 
agreement will expire on December 31st. Rates are not favorable for calendar 
2019, thus the agreement will not be renewed. Colonial Power will continue to 
monitor market pricing and advise us if things improve. Following up on an 
inquiry from a citizen regarding loose animals causing damage on his property, 
it was advised that animal owners should keep their animals and pets under 
control. Lastly, the Town Coordinator mentioned several job openings and read 
their advertisements. 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the 
meeting adjourned at 7:02pm, Bob seconded. Motion carried.   
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
_________________, Chairman  ___________________         _______________________ 
Brian J. Keir                          Robert R. Raymond         Stanley D. Garland                               


