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Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Minutes for the meeting of October 10, 2018. 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA. 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:               Others Present:   
Brian J. Keir, Chairman                                                Nancy Bordewieck 
Robert R. Raymond                                                 James Palmeri 
Stanley D. Garland                                                        
          
Brian called the meeting to order at 6:03pm. 
 
Brian announced the meeting is being telecast live by BNCTV and will be 
available on replay on bnctv.net.  
 
Warrants (week ending October 5, 2018) 
Brian asked for a motion to approve the Payroll warrant in the amount of 
$ 33,509.58. Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Approved unanimously.  
 
Brian asked for a motion to approve the Vendor warrant in the amount of 
$ 23,260.04. Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Approved unanimously.  
 
Minutes 

· Regular Meeting, September 26, 2018. Motion by Bob to approve as 
written, second by Stan. Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 
 

Calendar & Announcements  
Brian announced meetings of several Town committees and boards scheduled 
for the next 2 weeks, specifically:  
Bernardston Fire & Water District; October 11, 2018 
Stories of Bernardston; October 14, 2018 
Finance Committee; October 15, 2018 
Conservation Commission; October 16, 2018 
Last Day of voter registration for November election; October 17, 2018 
MassDOT hearing; October 18, 2018 
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Citizen’s Concerns –  

none 
 

Appointments 
6:05pm – Nancy Bordewieck, Council on Aging Chair 

 Nancy informed the Board that the Senior Center Director is presently 
working a reduced schedule due to a family emergency. At the same time, the 
Center is one program person short. They’ve been fortunate to have Dianne 
Cornwell, the former Director, step in on a limited hours basis to help get 
through by compiling some of the year end reports, grant reports and billing. 
Nancy added that she expects the Director back on her regular schedule in two 
to three weeks, affirming that the Council will stay within budget during this 
time and if they exceed their budget, there are alternate plans. 

 
6:20pm – James Palmeri, Bernardston Police Chief 

Chief Palmeri met with the Board to discuss the obstacles to hiring a new full 
time officer. Leading the way was rate of pay. Despite posting the job on several 
police job boards, only two applicants have stepped forward. Both candidates 
would be taking a substantial cut in pay to come to the department. Chief 
proposed to the Board an increase in starting pay from the current $42,300 to 
$45,000 after completion of the academy. Academy attendance is projected to 
be in the fall of 2019. Brian asked if anyone would make a motion to increase 
the starting pay. After a brief discussion, Bob made the motion to increase the 
starting annual pay to $45,000 after the police academy has been completed. 
Stan eventually seconded the motion and the motion passed 3-0. 
 
New Business  
 
The situation with the Leyden Fire Department was discussed. At meeting time, 
there weren’t a lot of known details other than the Leyden Fire Chief had given 
his notice to resign. The Leyden Selectboard was exploring options to maintain 
coverage for the Town. Among the options was to have the Bernardston Fire 
Department take an active role in Leyden. A meeting of the area Fire Chiefs is 
scheduled for the week of October 15th. Based upon those details, Stan 
suggested inviting the Leyden Selectboard in to a future Bernardston meeting 
to discuss what can be done. 

 
Old Business 
 
The Turners Falls Road bridge site meeting is ready to take place. Stantec 
informed the Town Coordinator that the guard rail installation will take place 
in the next few days. Likely dates for the meeting are October 16 or 17. 
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The Board then discussed the option to have Stevens & Associates work on 
some revised plans and estimates for the Fire Station construction project. The 
question was raised that even though Stevens seemed confident to get such 
information to the Board quickly, that they now are asking for four to eight 
hours of billing at $80 to $100 an hour. Bob made a motion to allow Stevens & 
Associates to proceed at their quoted labor cost. The motion was seconded by 
Stan and passed unanimously. 
 
The Heirloom Collective; Upon reading the most recent version of the Hosting 
Agreement, it was discovered that language relating to the taxation of personal 
property had been omitted. After discussion, the Board asserted that such 
language would appear in the next draft version of the Agreement. Brian 
comments that the desired “Home Rule” petition should be brought to the 
voters at a Special Town Meeting.  
 
Old Business then turned to the Shedd Road project brought forth previously 
by the Conservation Commission. What seemed to be a simple installation was 
later discovered to be anything but, and now the Highway Department doesn ’t 
have sufficient time needed to install the materials. For the time being, this 
matter will have to go back to the Conservation Commission. 
 
Talk then returns to a Special Town Meeting, with several options discussed. 
Stan would like The Heirloom Collective to come in and have a public 
discussion about the need for the “Home Rule” petition. They will be invited to 
have this open public meeting following the next Selectboard meeting, October 
24, 2018 at 7pm. The public is invited to attend to ask questions. 
 
Once the public has been brought up to speed on things, then a warrant for a 
Special Town Meeting can be posted. After some discussion, it looks like 
November 12th to 15th would be a good time. The Town Coordinator will contact 
Bernardston Elementary School to reserve meeting space. 
 
Bob said that the stakes had been placed in Pratt Field for the replacement 
trees to be planted by the United Church. Bob asked that the location of the 
stakes be confirmed to that the trees could be planted soon. 
 
Town Coordinator Report 
 
The Department of Telecommunications and Cable sent some correspondence 
informing us of the looming end of the Town’s contract with Comcast, on 
October 16, 2021. Part of the renewal process allows municipalities to form a 
so called “Cable Advisory Committee”. This would be a good time to open  
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discussion among residents who might want to help the Town in dealing with 
some of the minutiae that go into the next contract. The Town Coordinator will 
be contacting some townspeople about the possibility of forming such a 
committee.   
 
The Town Coordinator then talked about two upcoming workshops that he 
would be attending. First, an all-day event in Sharon, MA for town 
administrators on October 12th. Secondly, a MEMA hosted pre-award meeting 
for a Hazard Mitigation grant. Required for administering the grant, topics 
include federal procurement, grant management and reimbursement. 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the 
meeting adjourned at 6:51pm, Bob seconded. Motion carried.   
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
_________________, Chairman  ___________________         _______________________ 
Brian J. Keir                          Robert R. Raymond         Stanley D. Garland                               


