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Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Minutes for the meeting of September 12, 2018.  
Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA. 01337.  
 
Selectboard Members Present:               Others Present:   
Brian J. Keir, Chairman                                                Mary LaValley 
Robert R. Raymond                                                 Bill Meese 
Stanley D. Garland                                                       Jim Neilsen 
         Faith Gustafson 
         Cris Coffin 
         Roland Kinsman 
 
Brian called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. 
 
Brian announced the meeting is being telecast live by BNCTV and will be 
available on replay on bnctv.net.  
 
Warrants (week ending September 7th) 
Brian asked for a motion to approve the Payroll warrant in the amount of 
$ 35,909.49 
Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried.  
 
Brian asked for a motion to approve the Vendor warrant in the amount of 
$ 35,302.17      
Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried.   
 
Minutes 

· Regular Meeting, August 29, 2018. Motion by Bob to approve as written, 
second by Stan. Motion carried. 
 

Calendar & Announcements  
Brian announced meetings of several Town committees and boards scheduled 
for the next 2 weeks, specifically: PVRSD School Committee; Thursday 
September 13, Bernardston Fire & Water District; Thursday September 13, 
Cushman Library Board of Directors; Thursday September 13, Finance 
Committee; Monday September 17 and finally, Cushman Library’s Book & 
Bake Sale has been postponed until next spring. 
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Selectboard Minutes 
September 12, 2018 
(continued) 
 
Citizen’s Concerns –  

Jim Neilsen, 656 Huckle Hill Road addressed the Board concerning 
traffic safety near his home on Huckle Hill Road.  A discussion ensued 
comprised of stories of accidents and near misses. Mr. Neilsen asked if 
anything else could be done to remedy the situation, specifically guard rails, 
more reflectors or road paint. Mentioning Highway Superintendent Gary 
Wetherby had installed a series of reflective safety poles, the Board addressed 
the cost issue and would continue working to resolve the situation to the best 
of their ability. Mr. Neilsen agreed that he would be happy with more reflector 
poles. 
 
 Mr. Neilsen, upon becoming aware of others in attendance to discuss 
broadband, mentioned his own issues with trying to get Comcast to wire up his 
house. He said that when he was in the process of moving here from Conway 
that Comcast told him that he could simply transfer his account and his 
service would continue. However, upon his move, he found out that Comcast 
first asked him for a $38,000 connection fee to restart his service in 
Bernardston. Subsequently, he has filed a complaint with the Department of 
Telecommunications.  
 
Appointments 

6:05pm – Cris Coffin; Eden Trail, broadband concerns 
Cris opens by commenting on the unpredictability of Verizon’s service on upper 
Eden Trail. Her cell service was spotty and as such had to get a landline back 
after previously disconnecting. She claims to have spoken with Verizon, saying 
that they won’t improve the quality of existing lines there. 
 
It is then pondered about the availability of state money to back a broadband 
improvement project. Bob says Comcast negotiations will reopen in 2019. Cris 
suggests inviting our state legislators in for a high speed internet meeting. Bob 
mentions that BNC-TV quarterly meetings are attended by Comcast people, 
which might be a good next step. 
 

6:15pm –  Bill Meese, Conservation Commission 
Running late after the earlier conversation, Mr. Meese came before the Board to 
update the Board on the storm water management review for 32 Fox Hill Road. 
The previous firm, Stockman & Associates will no longer be able to perform the 
review. Mr. Meese and the Commission have spoken with GZA geoengineering 
to perform the review at a similar cost. GZA can start next week and have a 
report ready for October 4th. Bill asks permission to change vendors. 
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September 12, 2018 
(continued) 
 
Bob makes motion to hire GZA as the firm for the study of the wetlands. Brian 
seconds. 
Bob and Brian vote affirmatively, Stan abstains. Vote carries 2-0. 
 
 
New Business  
 
Some of the wood siding at the Senior Center is exhibiting signs of 
decomposition. Local carpenter Jeff Gale can start as soon as possible, putting 
a price tag of $4200 on the project. 
Bob makes a motion to engage Jeff to repair and replace the rotted wood at the 
Senior Center. Stan seconds, motion carries 3-0. 
 
Following up on an email, a brief discussion takes place about a possible joint 
meeting of the four selectboards and four finance committees of the PVRSD 
towns. Dates mentioned were Monday October 1st or Tuesday October 2nd. Bob 
makes a motion to use Town Hall for such a meeting on both days for such a 
meeting. Stan seconds, motion carries 3-0. 
 
The Board received a letter of resignation from a town employee. Motion by Bob 
to accept the resignation, second by Stan. Resignation accepted 3-0. 
 
The Board has received a request from BES for the Girls 8th Grade AAU 
basketball group to use the BES gym on Sunday mornings at 10am through 
May 26th for basketball practice. Bob ponders if AAU charges players to pay. He 
says that if they charge to make any profit, the town should charge a nominal 
fee to use the gym. Bob suggests $10 an hour to help defray electricity and/or 
heating costs. After some discussion, Bob makes a motion to charge $10 per 
hour for profit making entities that use the BES gymnasium. Stan seconds the 
motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
Brian mentions that he’s been in contact with Peter Shedd and would like to 
schedule a Selectboard meeting at Town Hall on Wednesday September 19, 
2018 at 4:30pm to discuss the ongoing Fire Station situation. 

 
Old Business 
 
MassDOT has followed up on the issue of engine braking. The DOT affirms that 
it is their policy to not look adversely at the safety feature. The DOT alludes to 
communities that have posted “No Engine Braking” signs in their towns and 
states emphatically that police cannot enforce the engine braking restriction.  
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(continued) 
 
The Heirloom Collective: Brian followed up on the potential Home Rule Petition 
previously discussed, detailing that the current language now specifies the 87 
Northfield Road address. 
 
Stantec has sent an invoice for the Turners Falls Road bridge project. Without 
voting, the Board agree to hold off on the $160K payment, rather paying $29K 
now, with the larger payment coming after a to be determined punch list 
meeting and final work taking place. 
 
Town Coordinator Report 
 
Pratt Field tree replacement location is specified as being “at the location 
southerly of the Pratt Field access road at the boundary line of the Bernardston 
Fire & Water District property”. 
 
Andrea Braga of Geosyntec has accepted the Board’s approval for Geosyntec to 
be the consultant for the peer review study of the Storm water Management 
Report review for the potential solar project on Fox Hill Road. 
 
Karina Berenson informed me that the Center is unavailable on October 24th 
for a DPH screening due to ongoing programs that day. Mr. O’Leary at DPH was 
contacted, advising him that the town had no suitable location in which to host 
the screening event. 
 
Dave Powers of the Board of Health has been contacted and appropriate 
permitting secured to properly relocate the beavers from Scott Swamp near the 
railroad trestle. 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to be discussed, Bob made a motion to declare the 
meeting adjourned at 7:22pm, Stan seconded. Motion carried.   
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
_________________, Chairman  ___________________         _______________________ 
Brian J. Keir                          Robert R. Raymond         Stanley D. Garland                               


