
                                     Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard 
 
MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of July 30, 2018.  
 
Select Board Members Present:            Others Present:   
Brian Keir, Chairman                                                
Robert R. Raymond                                                                     
Stanley Garland 
                                                                                              
Chairman Brian Keir called the meeting to order at 3:21pm.  
 
New Fire Station  
Brian opened discussion about the proposed location at the corner of Rt 10 and Rt 142 near 
the Gill/Northfield town line presently owned by Valley Concrete. The state has committed 
$1million to the Town for a new Fire Station. However, the details of the terms and 
conditions of the state funding appear ambiguous at the moment. A meeting with Pat 
Carnavale from the Governors Western Massachusetts Office is scheduled for Wednesday 
August 1st to provide some clarity. Stan voiced concern that the buildings were not under a 
single roof and the Town would need to fund an additional amount up to $1million for 
retrofitting the property to a Fire Station. Further, housing the Police Station at the location 
also triggers additional costs. Brian stated a majority of the Fire Department membership is 
opposed to the location due to being on the outskirts of town making response time 
problematic. The Police Department is on record they are not in need of a new facility, but 
would move if it was feasible option. Brian asked then what would Town do with the vacant 
Fire Station in Center Village and a vacant Police Station. He said the Town should not 
necessarily be in the landlord business of renting out publically owned buildings.  
 
Bob argued the present site in Center Village should be revisited for expansion, ideally at 
costs within the $1million state earmarking, or at an out of pocket expense up to $250,000. 
He believed the Board can support a project up to $200,000-$300,000 causing the least impact 
to the tax rate. Stan agreed citing the Stevens & Associates feasibility study completed in the 
spring of 2017 offered a couple of options (e.g Scheme “D”) to expand onto the present site 
notwithstanding wetlands and septic system issues.  Bob talked about taking Bud Foster’s 
property on the corner of Church St which now has 1 tenant in the premises for additional 
land to accommodate parking, expand septic option or a driveway entrance. Bud is amenable 
to the Town acquiring his land for the purpose of expanding the Fire Station. 
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Motion by Bob to inform the Fire Station Expansion Committee to halt pursuit of the Valley 
Concrete location and revisit expansion of the present Fire Station in Center Village for the 
needs of the Fire Department, second by Stan. Motion carried 3-0.  
  
173 Bald Mountain Rd 
Treasurer Susan Bobe has informed the Board there is a legitimate offer on the table for the 
property at 173 Bald Mountain Rd. If a sale is made, the Town will receive any and all 
delinquent taxes on the property and associated legal fees. Bob suggested the Board allow this 
to occur in the best interests of all parties. Stan and Brian agreed. The Town Coordinator will 
follow up with the Treasurer and Town Counsel accordingly.  
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to be discussed, Bob made a motion to declare the meeting 
adjourned at 3:58pm, Stan seconded.   
 
Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator  
 
_________________, Chairman          _________________         __________________ 
Brian Keir                                               Robert R. Raymond          Stanley D. Garland                                         


