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From the Selectboard
Despite a relatively calm January, February has reminded us that winter in New England can always be a
challenge. While battling a variety of snow and ice, the Selectboard has been working on these items:
Town Caucus
The Annual Bernardston Town Caucus is scheduled to take place on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 at 7:00pm. The
Caucus this year will be held at the Bernardston Senior Center. The change in locations this year is due to the
space limitations inside Town Hall. Hosting the Caucus at the Senior Center will give our townspeople the
ability to nominate candidates in a safe, socially-distanced manner. For more information on the Town Caucus,
please contact Town Clerk Christina Slocum-Wysk at 648-5408.
Fire Station Update
After the last issue of the town newsletter was published, some questions were raised by some of the people
who would be most affected by a new fire station; some of our brave firefighters themselves! While we had put
our hearts and souls into the drafting of a reasonably priced new facility, we didn’t get the opinions of some of
the firefighters for the fine tuning of the proposed new station. In mid-December we felt it was the right thing to
do, to ask the people who would be using the facility the most, what could we do better? Starting with a
televised meeting on January 6, 2021, the conversation re-opened as to how to make not just good use of the
new station, but how to make the best use of it. We have held two more meetings to fine tune the layout (all
available for viewing from the link on the town website). Currently our architect, Brian DeVriese of JablonskiDeVriese, is incorporating these additional suggestions into a new set of plans which will be available for public
viewing very soon. The other question that has come to light is, “How are we going to pay for this?”. For this,
we have been working diligently to find grants or loans to serve the purpose. One proposal that we are working
on is a loan facilitated by the USDA Rural Development office. This office will continue to do whatever we can
to make this fire station as affordable as possible for our citizens.
COVID-19 Update
The big news since our last column has been on the vaccination front as we continue to battle the worst
pandemic in the past 100 years. Rather than print information here that may be obsolete by the time you’re
reading this, stay tuned to the COVID-19 page at townofbernardston.org for the latest information on
vaccination sites and continued vigilance against the novel coronavirus.
Meetings
All regular Selectboard meetings are open to the public and are also televised by BNC-TV. Generally, meeting
agendas close at noon on the Monday prior to the Wednesday meeting. Agendas are then posted at Town Hall
and on the town website. Regular meetings are scheduled every other Wednesday at 6:00pm in Town Hall.
Meeting schedules are posted at: townofbernardston.org.
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Bernardston Board of Health

Dave Powers, Chair; Barbara Killeen, and Jean Page
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We, the Bernardston Board of Health, would like to share with you all some information regarding what’s going
on with Covid-19 here in town. We recognize that we ALL are SO tired of it, and now it’s even earned itself a
syndrome name, Covid Fatigue. Despite good efforts by most citizens to stay socially distant, wear a mask,
limit gatherings, wash hands frequently, and quarantine when necessary, the disease continues to spread. For
example, in the past two weeks, (1/2 - 1/17), Bernardston had six cases. And in 11 of the towns served by the
Cooperative Public Health Service (aka CPHS, a branch of FRCOG), of which we are a member, there were 94
cases in that same two week period, compared to 55 cases in the previous two week period. Undoubtedly some
of this increase was caused by holiday gatherings.
So PLEASE continue to follow the state guidelines, and protect/respect others and yourself by not letting your
guard down. We thank you and commend you for your cooperation.
There is excessive planning going on in our region to vaccinate everyone (although there is not yet a child
vaccine available). There will be many, many ways to get the vaccine. You will be made aware of when it is
your turn to be vaccinated.
So, keep up the good work of preventing the spread of Covid-19. Thank you for your attention and vigilance.
Sincerely, your Board of Health, Dave Powers (chair), Barbara Killeen, and Jean Page
YOU have the power to prevent COVID-19
YOU can protect our most vulnerable
Practice SOCIAL DISTANCING
Go Digital:
Keep up with friends and family online
Stay home as much as you can

If you do have to go out:





Don’t hang out in groups
Stay 6 feet away from others
Don’t shake hands or hug
Don’t share food or drinks

And don’t forget to wash your hands. A LOT.

Coping with Stress & Fear from COVID-19
Take care of your body.





Eat healthy, well-balance meals
Exercise regularly
Get plenty of sleep
Take deep breaths, stretch, or meditate

Virtually connect with others.


Talk with people you trust about your
concerns and how you are feeling.

Take breaks.


From watching, reading, or listening to
news stories, including social media.

Make time to unwind.


Try to do other activities you enjoy.

Help is available:
Dial CALL-2-TALK (508-532-2255) or
TEXT C2T TO 7427421

Prevenir la propagación de gérmenes

Bernardston Emergency Management

Peter A. Shedd, Emergency Management Director
(413) 648-5459 berneoc@townofbernardston.org

COVID-19:
We continue to thank our town leaders, town personnel, residents, and business owners for your courage and
cooperation during this pandemic. We also thank our colleagues at Massachusetts Emergency Management
Agency and our partners who operate on a regional level for their cooperation. We continue to encourage
adherence to all guidelines issued by the Centers for Disease Control, Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
National Institute of Health, and local public-health agencies.
Family preparedness:
Although the pandemic continues and remains foremost in our minds, we advise individuals and families to
prepare for other emergencies, such as severe weather that results in prolonged power outages. We encourage
you to visit the following websites for valuable information and contact us with any questions, comments, or
concerns:



Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency: www.mass.gov/mema “Emergency Information”
Department of Homeland Security: www.ready.gov

Special Needs List: If there is anyone whom we should add to our Special Needs List, please let us know. You
can add yourself or a family member, and you can contact Bill Montiglio at (413) 824-1004 or the email address
provided above with any questions. We also appreciate notification of any resident who should be removed.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Town of Bernardston Special Needs List
Resident’s name: ___ Mr. ___ Ms. ____________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Primary phone: _____________________ Secondary phone: ______________________ Is this person a minor? Yes No
Special needs that require consideration in an emergency. Please check all that apply:
___ Mobility ___ Home oxygen ___ Insulin for diabetes

___ Vision ___ Hearing ___ Dementia ___ Dialysis

Other: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency contact: _________________________________________ Contact’s number: _______________________
Person completing form: _____________________________________________________________________________
Please mail to:
Peter A. Shedd, Emergency Management Director, c/o Town Hall, 38 Church Street, Bernardston, MA 01337

Want your ad to appear in the Newsletter?
Well, it can! We have one more digital-only newsletter coming up in FY21 and your business card ad can appear in it for $25. A
color PDF version will be placed on the Town website and anywhere else possible. If you’re interested in placing an ad, e-mail
th
bernardstonnewsletter@gmail.com prior to March 4 for the April-June 2021 edition. Thank You for your support!

Bernardston Town Clerk & Notary Public

Christina Slocum-Wysk
(413) 648-5408 townclerk@townofbernardston.org

Well last year was certainly a whirlwind! One town caucus, town election and town meeting moved to June and
three other elections and the changing of Town Clerks! Now into 2021! May this year be better than last year!
I do have to say I have much to learn and hope that I will serve all of you as well as my predecessor, Paul
Luther.
I would like to welcome to the town clerk office my new assistant, Susan LaCoy. Susan has an extensive
history working in an office setting and will be helping with processing the dog licenses, census and filing. She
has been a town resident for 34 years.
So moving on to what is going on in the town clerk office. First, by now all households should have received
the annual town census in the mail. Also included with the town census form is the form to register your dog(s)
if you own any. If you have not received the census form please contact my office and we will send one to you.
Please be sure to register your dogs by March 31, 2021. That is when the current license expires. Because town
hall is closed to the public due to COVID all dog license applications need to be mailed in with the proper fee
AND a self-addressed stamped envelope.
The Town Caucus will take place on March 2nd at 7:00. The Caucus requires a quorum of at least 25 registered
voters and at this time the town hall cannot accommodate that many people and stay within COVID guidelines.
Anyone who knows they are up for reelection, please either email me or leave a message on the town clerk
phone if you plan to run again. If I don’t hear from you I will be contacting you to confirm. Anyone who
wishes to run for a position needs to contact me or come to the Town Caucus to be nominated to run for an open
position.
The annual town election is tentatively scheduled for May 3rd, however that may be changed. To keep abreast
of town activities, meetings, etc. go to the town website at townofbernardston.org. Please email or call to make
an appointment if necessary.

Wells Trust Scholarship
Fred W. Wells and Ethel Dow Wells were longtime residents of Franklin County. Upon their passing, their will
established a trust to provide financial assistance to area students who are seeking to continue their education.
Through their generosity, scholarships have been awarded to hundreds of students in Franklin County over the
last 30+ years.
Applications for the Fred W. Wells Trust scholarships for the 2021-2022 academic year are currently available
at public or private high school guidance offices and town administrative offices in Ashfield, Bernardston,
Buckland, Charlemont, Conway, Deerfield, Gill, Greenfield, Hawley, Heath, Leyden, Monroe, Montague,
Northfield, Rowe, and Shelburne.
Scholarships are available to students graduating from high school who are planning to enter college or an
advanced educational program and to students who are currently enrolled in these programs. Students must
have resided in the towns listed above for at least two years immediately prior to application. Recipients are
selected based on scholarship, need, character, leadership abilities, participation in work and/or extracurricular
activities and recommendations from counselors and teachers. The maximum award for any one academic year
is $1,000 and for any one applicant $4000 over the applicant’s educational career.
Applications, letters of recommendation and official transcripts must be postmarked no later than March 20,
2021 and be sent to Prudence D. Blond, GSB Wealth Management and Trust Services, 400 Main Street,
Greenfield Savings Bank, Greenfield, MA 01301.

Visit Bernardston’s webpage at ww.townofbernardston.org

Bernardston Fire Department

Peter A. Shedd, Fire Chief
(413) 648-9757 firedept@townofbernardston.org

A note of appreciation: The pandemic is still upon us, and, again, I offer my sincere thanks to all of our
members. We, in turn, offer our sincere thanks to our town leadership, town personnel, residents, and local
businesses for the cooperation and sense of community that you have shown and that you continue to show.
Although the crisis is far from over, we have more systems in place and clear guidelines for all of us to follow.
Together, we will get through this challenge.
Fire Station: As of press time, the key decisions of our plan, which calls for a separate building that connects to
the existing structure by a passageway, have been made. At this point, we are working on details, such as the
location of the communication area, meeting rooms, offices, storage areas, and allocation of parking spaces. We
will keep you posted.
Ambulance Service: In 2020 after consideration of options, the Town of Bernardston entered into an
arrangement to receive ambulance service from the Town of Northfield, in exchange for an annual fee. Early
this year, questions arose regarding how the fee, currently $10,000 per year, would be set aside for a specific
purpose or utilized. These questions and a fresh look at alternatives are being explored.
Facebook page and town website: We have created a Facebook page and continue to have a presence on the
Town of Bernardston website. We invite you to make use of these resources.
Statistics January 1-December 31, 2020
We have revamped our statistics reporting to be more consistent with the format used statewide.
Incident Type
Fire
Overpressure, rupture, explosion overheat (no fire)
Rescue and Emergency Medical Service
Hazardous condition (no fire)
Service call (includes coverage and standby)
Good intent call (cancelled en route, etc.)
False Alarm and False Call (includes unfounded alarm activations)
Severe weather and natural disaster
Special incident type, other
Total

Number
of incidents
26
11
207
27
13
7
20
1
2
315

Percent
of incidents
8.25
0.31
65.71
8.57
7.61
2.22
6.34
0.31
0.63
99.95

Total
estimated losses
$40,500
$0
$9,000
$2,950
$110
$0
$0
$0
$0
$52,560

Wells Trust Health Grant Announcement
Fred W. Wells (1881-1946) lived in Shelburne Falls and Greenfield, Massachusetts. Mr. Wells was a successful
businessman, and caring for his community and farming were among his primary interests throughout his life.
At his passing, his will established a fund to provide generous financial support for the work of local health and
well-being agencies.
As stipulated in the will, awards will be given to agencies and organizations that demonstrate their ability “to
care for the sick or aged by providing home, nurse, medicine or hospital care” and “to help provide medical care
in rural districts where no such facilities are to be had”.
To request an application, please contact: Carol Letson,Wells Trust Health Committee at cletson@crocker.com.
The completed application, along with two copies of all requested material, must be postmarked on or before
March 20, 2021 and sent to: Prudence D. Blond, GSB Wealth Management and Trust Services, Greenfield
Savings Bank, 400 Main Street, Greenfield, MA, 01301.

Bernardston Fire and Water District

Sherry Deane, Clerk
bernwaterdistrict@gmail.com

Greetings from the Bernardston Fire and Water District. We hope you are well in these unusual times. We have
a lot of news to pass on to you in this issue.
First, the solar project is complete and online. Within a year, we hope to be able to confirm that it can produce
enough solar power to offset all the electricity needed to keep the wells pumping water, thereby reducing our
carbon footprint to almost zero.
Second, soon everyone within the Fire and Water District will be receiving a letter in the mail from WMS
(Water Management Services) concerning our water meter replacement project. Starting this spring, we will
begin the project to replace ALL the water meters within our district with new water meters that will
automatically send water readings directly to the Water District office, thus, eliminating the need to send
someone out twice a year to read the meters.
You will be required to contact WMS to set up an appointment to have your current water meter replaced with a
new one. Details will be in the letter WMS mails out. In most cases your water meter is in your basement.
Failure to contact WMS to set up an appointment can and will cause your water to be shut off until we can
replace the water meter.
Third, we must tighten up on our collection of overdue bills for the water we provide. We are more than willing
to work with anyone who needs help with an overdue bill, however, you must contact the Water Commissioners
to arrange a payment plan.
Unfortunately, we have made several attempts to contact anyone in arrears more than two years regarding their
overdue bill and now find that we are in the process of shutting off the water to those who failed to contact us to
arrange a payment plan. Soon, those who are a year past due will also be getting letters. To avoid having your
water shut off, please contact the Board to set up a plan or send your payment to: Bernardston Fire and Water
District P.O. Box 176, Bernardston MA 01337, Attention Sherry Deane.
Thank You,
Board of Water Commissioners: Jack Patch, Chairman; Lionel Gagnon, and Keith Freyenhagen

Want your ad to appear in the Newsletter?
We have one more digital-only edition newsletter coming up
in FY21, for April-June, and your business card ad can appear
in it for $25. When FY22 begins in July, we will resume our
regular quarterly schedule, with newsletters being mailed to
every Bernardston residence and business, and a color PDF
version placed on the Town website. If you’re interested in
placing an ad, e-mail bernardstonnewsletter@gmail.com
th
prior to March 4 for the April newsletter, and prior to May
th
20 for the July-September edition. Advertising during FY22
will cost $100 and gets your ad into four editions. Thank You!

Bernardston Planning Board
Christina Slocum-Wysk, Co-Chair; John Lepore, Co-Chair
Joel Cole, Rawn Fulton, Peter Nai, Chuck Mielke, alternate

Sarah LaValley, Clerk
bernardstonpb@gmail.com

Like other boards and committees, the Bernardston Planning Board has been working to adapt to COVID
restrictions, Town Hall closure and gathering limits, and has begun holding online meetings via Zoom. Meeting
online can sometimes be a challenge, but they also create opportunities for new ways for residents to
participate. Zoom connection information, as well as call-in numbers to participate via phone, are included on
agendas posted on the website’s town calendar at http://townofbernardston.org/index.php/town-calendar.
Residents are encouraged to join in, on first and third Thursdays at 6:00pm. Recent meeting agendas have
included several approvals for ANR’s, minor modification of the Community Solar at 32 Fox Hill Road and the
town’s first permitted accessory dwelling.
Although a public hearing was held last winter on proposed zoning bylaw amendments planned for spring 2020
Town Meeting, the reduced agenda at Town Meeting did not include the bylaw amendments. The Planning
Board will be holding another public hearing on March 18th via Zoom in preparation for this spring’s annual
Town Meeting. These include expanded accessory agricultural uses to provide more options for farmers,
cleanup and modifications to the table of use regulations, and landscaping and planting requirements to support
pollinator habitat.
The Board has also been working to become designated as a Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP)
Community. Working on a modified schedule due to COVID necessitating cancellation of last spring’s public
meetings, the final community listening session was held January 14th. The Planning Board, with the help of
the Franklin Regional Council of Governments, identified the town’s vulnerabilities through initial working
sessions with town employees and board members. These are “infrastructure,” which includes limited
emergency access routes, prolonged power outages and failing culverts; “Society,” which includes concerns
regarding homes in the floodplain, seniors on fixed incomes, flooding and drought on local farms; and the third
area, “environment,” relates to frequent flooding in the Center Village district, remote high-risk forest fire areas
and invasive species. Once an MVP community, the Town is eligible for action grants to address items
contained in the MVP plan.

Friends of the Charity Farm Lot

John Lepore, Kathy Montiglio, Bill Montiglio
charityfarmlot@townofbernardston.org

Please “Like” or “Follow” us on Facebook

Nature awaits you
With the right precautions, the winter months are a great time to enjoy Nature, a proven cure for the winter
blahs. As we adjust our activities to stay safe and healthy, we invite you to include the Charity Farm Lot as a
destination. Our volunteers can tell you from experience that every visit is just a little different, and there’s
always something new to see and enjoy.
Please help protect our vulnerable treasure
Many of the improvements to the Charity Farm Lot over the past two years would not have been possible
without the state trails grant, which came to completion last December 31st. We were able to mark over 1 ½
miles of trails, and we added wayfinding signs for your enjoyment and safety. Although most of the removal of
invasive species was done by volunteers, we did have to enlist professionals on a limited basis.
In addition to the erosion prevention done along the lower View Trail in 2019, the same local contractor
repaired the severe erosion along the length of the Main Trail this past fall. Please be aware that these areas
remain vulnerable as they settle in for some ongoing TLC. We kindly ask that you heed the advisory signs and
limit any activity that could cause the repairs to be undone.
Although we have been very fortunate overall, illegal dumping has taken place in our parking area. Please
report any misuse of the property you might see to us or the authorities.
Kudos
In 2020 alone, your Charity Farm Lot volunteers logged over 150 hours of service. This in-kind donation
covered the matching funds required by the state grant. It was our pleasure! Many thanks to the Cushman
Library staff who designed and installed an educational display for children of all ages. Many thanks to the kind
soul who plowed the parking lot after the early blizzard while a volunteer’s snow blower was in the shop for
repairs.
New for 2021
A kiosk that features a map and other good stuff, along with a new entrance sign, are prepared and awaiting
installation, probably in the spring. These, too, were grant funded.
Let’s stay in touch
Our most up-to-date information can be found on the Town website and our Facebook page, Friends of the
Charity Farm lot. Your questions, comments, and concerns are always welcome. If your group would like a tour
or a presentation, please let us know.

Bernardston Cemetery Corporation
We hope you enjoy the peace of the cemetery as we continue to make improvements over time. We are in
discussion with an individual to repair some of the older monuments. We request your help as we strive to
maintain the beauty of the cemetery and appreciate your continued tax deductible support. Checks should be
made payable to Bernardston Cemetery Corporation and mailed to PO Box 45, Bernardston, MA 01337. Our
contact phone numbers are listed on the Town’s website.
For safety purposes, the cemetery gates are shut to vehicle traffic from November 1st through April 1st. You are
still welcome to visit on foot.
Respectfully, The Board
Paul Palazzo, President; Will Pratt, Vice-President; and Sherry Deane, Secretary/Treasurer
Trustees: Douglas Allen, Robert Carey, Robert Deane, and Eva Lee Stratford

Breakfast Drive-Through @ Bernardston Vet’s Club
The Oak Ridge Detachment Marine Corps League at 16 Hartwell Street in
Bernardston (The Bernardston Veterans Organization Building) has
reopened for drive-through pickup of breakfast sandwiches and coffee on
the third Sunday of each month from 8 to 11 am. Sandwiches will be your
choice of Canadian bacon with egg and cheese, Sausage egg and cheese, or
ham egg and cheese on an English muffin. All sandwiches can be without
cheese if preferred, and it comes with a coffee all for $5.00. When the
customer numbers go up, we will try to have pancakes and French toast
with real Maple syrup as well as the sandwiches. When arriving, please pull
up and honk and a member with a mask will come out and take your order
as well as deliver your desired breakfast. We are operating under state
COVID guidelines for your safety. We look forward to seeing you all again.

Scarecrow in the Park Committee Starts to Plan
The Scarecrow in the Park Committee has started to plan the October
16th-17th event, in the hope that by that time it will be safe to host the
annual favorite, with a park full of handcrafted scarecrows, two days of
live music, quality handmade items from local artists and craftspeople,
delicious food from local vendors, and lots of fun activities for all ages.
The event will again kick off with The 60’s Experience performing in the
Music Tent on the evening of October 15th. Mark your calendars!

Artists, Craftspeople, and Specialty Food Vendors who are interested in participating can contact
Karen Stinchfield at scarecrowinthepark@gmail.com. The Planning Committee will be jurying via e-mail this
year, so quality photos of your work will be important attachments. If you were already juried in and paid for
2020, you are all set for 2021. Should it develop that the event cannot happen this year, we will carry over
all participants until next year (but let’s hope that doesn’t happen!).
For those of you who like to start planning your scarecrow designs early, the categories will most likely be
Scariest, Funniest, Prettiest, Most Interesting Use of Materials, with our rotating category being
Science. Applications for the contest will be available in September, but you can start planning now!

.

Curbside Pick-Up Hours

Fabulous FREE Digital Offerings!

Pick-Up by Appointment
Returns during these hours.....
Mondays
2:00 to 5:40pm
Wednesdays
10:00am to 6:00pm
Saturdays
11:00am to 3:00pm

Go to http://cushmanlibma.rbdigital.com

Wireless Internet

Cushman Library
28 Church Street, Bernardston, MA
413-648-5402 * cushmanlibrary@gmail.com

Follow Us on Facebook!

Every Day & Night!

ACORN TV
The Great Courses
IndieFlix
Qello Concerts by Stingray
RBDigital Magazines
Transparent Language

and Universal Class @
https://cushmanma.universalclass.com/b
arcode-login.htm?enter+code

Teen Programming Takes Off @ Cushman!
Our new Assistant Librarian (hired in September), Beth DeMarco, is concentrating much of her energies in the
realm of teen-specific programming and we are all excited to see what’s to come. On Monday, March 1st @ 7:00,
Beth will be hosting BRAINSTORM! A Teen Programming Forum, during which teens ages 12 to 18 will have
the opportunity to share their thoughts and ideas regarding what programs and events they would like to see
Cushman offer. Out of this gathering we also hope to create a teen advisory board, which will be named by the
involved teens, and which will engage them on an ongoing basis, involving them in the decision making on a longterm basis. The goal is for the teens to take an active part in the programs and events offered, but to also put their
energy into creating programming and events for all teens to enjoy.
For the past sixteen years Cushman has been offering programming for teens in tandem with adult programming,
like our Summer Reading Raffle, which earns participants raffle tickets with every book read; craft and felting
workshops, in which teens often participated with family members; and other fun activities, like playing ukulele,
creating rainsticks and digeridoos, and drawing oneself as a superhero. Our goal is to involve teens in programming
that stems from their ideas and interests, and our hope is to offer some sort of teen-specific program or event every
month as time goes on.
In an effort to engage as many teens as possible, Beth is in the process of creating a connection between Cushman
and PVRS, and Cushman and Franklin County Tech. She will be sharing the information about our teen programs
and events in the hope of creating interest among local teens in our region. If you have a teen in your life who might
be interested, this is a great chance for them to help us chart our way toward programming in which teens can
become invested. We want their thoughts, ideas, and energy!
Teens who are interested in joining us on this journey are encouraged to:
 Reach out to Beth DeMarco by e-mailing her at bdemarco@cwmars.org
 Go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DVTDPCP and take the Teen Services Survey
 Join Beth and other teens on March 1st in the Zoom room for BRAINSTORM!
In addition to moving forward with programming, Beth has gathered YA Book Bundles that are either written by a
particular author, part of a series, or share a common theme. Teens easily can find the bundle information by visiting
the Cushman Library Facebook page and then the “Teen Programming @ Cushman” group.

“Virtual Rooms” on Facebook
Via our Facebook page we are able to offer everyone in our community a virtual library experience. Find
programming information easily in our Events and Notes, and enjoy links to cultural entertainment and connect with
others who share your interests in any of our virtual thematic groups, which include:
Braiding Sweetgrass Discussion Group: Readers from all over the country talking about this book
Come Color with Us: Loaded with links to coloring pages for all ages
Cushman Library Share a Book Nook: Share titles of books you love & find some new ones too
Cushman Library Yoga Group: Find links to yoga workouts & connect with other yogis
Cushman’s Crafty Corner: Get crafty with videos of all sorts of fun projects
Cushman’s Help for Homeschooling Parents: Educational support for homeschooling remotely-learning families
Cushman’s Kitchen, Cooking & Baking: For folks who enjoy cooking, baking, sharing recipes, & trying new ones
Cushman’s Story Time Circle: Loaded with people reading stories for your kiddos!
Teen Programming @ Cushman: Find book bundles, event & program information, & inspiration to get involved!

Unlimited Access to Books, Movies, and More!
We are doing 20-minute pick-up appointments, during which one patron’s item(s), bagged in paper with just their
initials on the tag, sits on the little chair to the left of our front door. To the right of our front door is another little
chair, holding a cardboard box for “Returns.” Patrons can return items any time the box is out, which is during our
Curbside hours: Mondays 2-5:40, Wednesdays 10-6 (really ‘til 7:30), and Saturdays 11-3. It’s quick, easy, & safe!
When returning items, we ask for two things. Please be cognizant of whether there is another patron picking up or
dropping off and keep your distance, and please drop off your returns in a paper bag. The latter is so that our staff
members are only touching the one paper bag, and not a whole pile of items. Bags of returns are brought into the
building and set in the quarantine area, and we do not touch these items again until the quarantine period of six days
is over. We are not using our exterior book bin at this time because there is no way for us to know how recently
items were handled by others.
We are committed to Curbside Pick-Up through the first week in March, at which time we will reassess our services
based upon the health and scientific information available. The decisions we make are always guided by keeping our
patrons and staff safe and healthy, and we will continue to make it quick and easy to borrow as many library
materials as you would like.

There are three ways to request library materials:
Go to www.cwmars.org and request items specifically from Bernardston's catalog if you want items faster, or search
all C/WMARS libraries for more extensive options. We’ll let you know when your items are ready for pick up!
E-mail cushmanrequests@gmail.com with specific requests or to get assistance in choosing materials to borrow.
Give us a call at 413-648-5402 and we can take requests or help you zero in on items that might interest you.

Our Virtual New Shelf !
Go to www.wowbrary.org and sign up for a weekly Wednesday newsletter
featuring all of the new items entered into our on-site collection during the week
prior. You get to see book and movie covers and read descriptions of each item. It’s
like perusing the new shelf, but digitally, & it puts you at the front of the line!

~ Digital Programming for All Ages ~
Story Hour: Zoom Story Hour, every Wednesday at 4:00, is taking a break after our March 24th gathering.
Preschool Stories with Stinchy: On 1st & 3rd Fridays, 4:00-4:30, Preschool Stories with Stinchy offers our
youngest patrons, zero to 5 years, stories, crafts, and other activities to enjoy via Facebook Live. Thanks to PVRSD
Coordinated Family & Community Engagement!
Wednesday Night Knitters: No matter how much experience you have, the Wednesday Night Knitters will
welcome you to the virtual table via Zoom, from 5:30 to 6:30 every Wednesday. E-mail us for the link!
Bonjour! French Conversation: If you speak French, a little or a lot, this monthly gathering is for you! The 2nd
Tuesday of every month, from 5:30-6:30, the group gathers to speak French via Zoom. E-mail us for the link!
Book Discussion Group: Book Discussion Group gathers monthly, on a Monday from 6:30-7:30 via Zoom for
lively conversation & a good dose of laughter. Members take turns choosing both fiction and non-fiction selections.
Our next gathering is on March 8th, when we discuss Florence Adler Swims Forever. E-mail us for the link!
Get Crafty Workshop Series for Kids: Thanks to a re-imagined grant from the Bernardston Cultural Council,
Cushman is offering a six-part craft workshop series featuring an assortment of crafty art mediums via Zoom. Our
first gathering will take place on February 25th. It may be FULL by the time you read this.

Be sure to watch for news about the shared programming from LIBRARIES IN THE WOODS,
including our Community Read, fabulous workshops, and interesting & fun events!

Follow Cushman Library on Facebook!

Fill-a-Truck Food Drive
Saturday April 10th from 9am-1pm: We’re collecting food to benefit the Pop-up Pantry. On the anniversary
of our first pantry a year ago, the senior center is in need of food donations. Help us meet our goal of filling the
Highway Department’s new freight liner! Needed items include canned fruits/vegetables, canned tuna/chicken,
peanut butter, cereal, soup, pasta, tea, crackers, etc… Please no perishables or glass jars1 Your donation will
help us feed nearly two hundred people each month! If you’re interested in volunteering to help sort food after
the drive call (413) 648-5413 for more information.

Available Services
Drive Thru Lunch Pick Up: Monday through Friday order out from the LifePath kitchen! Available to anyone
over the age of 60, suggested donation of $3/meal. Delivery available. Call (413) 648-5413 by 9am the day
before to order a meal (if you’d like a meal for Monday please call by Friday). Meals may be ordered weekly or
monthly.
Pop Up Pantry: Drive thru monthly grocery pick-up. Participants receive on average 30 pounds of groceries,
including canned foods, fresh produce, and a few other goodies! Call (413) 648-5413 for more information.
Upcoming dates: Wednesday, February 24th, Wednesday, March 31st, Wednesday, April 28th, and Wednesday,
May 26th.
Foot Clinic: Third Thursday of each month. Call (413) 648-5413 for more information
Outreach Services: Our outreach worker is available by appointment only. The outreach worker can assist
with referral to programs such as SNAP and fuel assistance as well as referrals for in-home care and housing
repair and home modifications.
Enhanced Fitness: Monday/Wednesday/Friday at 9:30am on Zoom. Each 1-hour session includes a warmup
phase that incorporates balance exercises to stimulate blood flow to the muscles, strength training with soft
ankle and hand weights, aerobic activity, followed by a flexibility cool down period. Suggested donation of $1
per class. For info on registering, email coa@townofbernardston.org.
Healthy Bones & Balance: Tuesdays at 9:30am on Zoom. Feeling a little rusty or just new to exercise? Brush
the dust off with this easy to follow class (if you’ve thought about knee surgery, this class is for you!). There are
no fees for classes, but donations are gladly accepted. For info on registering, email
coa@townofbernardston.org.
Hours
Monday: 9:00-3:00pm
Tuesday: 9:00-3:00pm
Wednesday: 900-3:00pm
Thursday: 9:00-3:00pm
Friday: 9:00-1:00pm

Bernardston Senior Center
20 Church Street, PO Box 504
Bernardston, MA 01337
Facebook.com/BSCCOA

Contact Information
Phone: 413-648-5413
Meal Reservations: 413-648-5413
Van Services: 413-834-4084
Email: coa@townofbernardston.org

Some Important Numbers!
Animal Control Officer, FC Sheriff
Board of Assessors, Jill Watrous
Board of Health, Jennifer Clark Dery
Council on Aging, Hayley Bolton
Cushman Library, Karen Stinchfield
Emergency Management, Peter Shedd

774-4014
648-5407
648-5237
648-5413
648-5402
648-5459

Fire Department, Chief Peter Shedd
Highway Department, Brian Miner
Police Department, Chief James Palmeri
Selectmen’s Office, Lou Bordeaux
Town Clerk, Christina Slocum-Wysk
Tax Collector, Mona Miner

648-9757
648-5424
648-9208
648-5401
648-5408
648-5410

Make a Difference... Join the Foundation for Educational Excellence!
The Foundation for Educational Excellence (FEE), which began in 1991 when members of the Pioneer Valley
Regional School (PVRS) Committee met with faculty and administration members to discuss how to restore
educational enrichment programs that had been cut from the school curriculum due to budget constraints, is
seeking people who are interested in supporting programs and projects that enhance the educational experience
of students in the PVRS District. Parents, teachers, administrators, students, business owners, and community
members are encouraged to join the Board of Directors of this vital community non-profit entity. Board
members do not need to be parents or from the four district towns, they just need to have an interest in
supporting opportunities that augment the education of PVRS District students.
FEE offers educators the opportunity to receive grants that support engaging programs, projects, and classroom
improvements that would otherwise not be possible. FEE’s mission “is to promote educational enrichment,
foster community awareness, and encourage individual and corporate involvement in the educational life of the
Pioneer Valley Regional School District. The Foundation identifies appropriate educational programs and
activities in the arts, humanities, and sciences, and seeks to support them and their implementation.” FEE funds
grants that support cultural enrichment, scientific exploration and study, artistic expression, how to be a strong
and active member of the community, and more. In order to do this good work, the Board of Directors always
needs people who are interested in volunteering to serve. What does that involve? FEE meets once per month.
There’s fundraising, grant reviewing, and other activities that support FEE’s mission. It’s not a huge time
commitment, but it is a valuable one, and the more board members there are, the easier it is for the group to get
its tasks done. If you are interested in joining the FEE Board of Directors, or if you have questions about how
you might be able to assist FEE in its mission, please contact us at foundedex@gmail.com.

We would welcome your support!
For more information about FEE and its mission, visit www.feepvrsd.org or find the Foundation for
Educational Excellence - pvrsd on Facebook and Follow Us!

Little Explorers
A virtual interactive story/play group
for Parents & Caregivers with children ages infant to 5
Thursdays at 10:00 via Zoom
For additional information,
contact Deb Wood, CFCE Coordinator
woodd@pvrsdk12.org
or Follow us on Facebook!

www.facebook.com/PVRCFCE
Sponsored by Pioneer Valley Coordinated Family and Community Engagement Program
Funded by the MA Department Of Early Education and Care
Follow

Pioneer Valley Coordinated Family & Community Engagement Program on Facebook!

United Church of Bernardston
David Neil, Pastor

February and March 2021
Happenings at the United Church of Bernardston
We, at the United Church of Bernardston, continue doing things in
a new way during this time of pandemic. So much has changed
but the heart and core of who we are and what we do as a church
remains the same.
We are continuing to Worship each Sunday morning at 10:30 AM over Facebook live broadcast. Each worship
service includes the usual components of our in-person worship time. But we are connected remotely. We sing
(from home), pray, hear scripture readings, enjoy special music, and a short sermon or meditation. Our choir
has been rehearsing remotely and our church director is working at producing several videos that resulted from
those rehearsals. Please join us for our live streamed worships and watch the videos of the services which are
uploaded to YouTube each Sunday afternoon.
We are approaching the season of Lent. Let will begin with a Zoom Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 pm on
February 17th. During each live streamed Sunday morning worship there will be a special reading centering
around “Symbols of Lent.”
On Tuesday evenings starting on February 16th, we will be holding a study of the book “The Life of Paul for
Today” by Lyle Vander Broek. The classes will be held at 7:00 pm on Zoom. Please contact David Neil for
more details or to get the Zoom link. We invited anyone who wishes to join the class.
Our thoughts and prayers are with our entire community as we struggle together during this time of COVID and
look forward to the day when we will be able to worship again fully in-person and great each other around time.
Blessings to you all.

Join Kiwanis!

Dan Devine, President

If you would like to participate in an organization that serves the community in which you live... offering
family-oriented events like the annual Community Thank You Breakfast, Senior Citizens Dinner, and
Scarecrow in the Park; raising scholarship funds for Bernardston students; and doing projects that enhance life
in your community, Kiwanis may be for you! At this point in time, Kiwanis is meeting every other Tuesday at
the Vet’s Club on Hartwell Street, at 6:30. Everyone brings their own meals and masks, and sits at a distance.
New members are always welcome! If interested, contact Dan Devine, Kiwanis President, at 413-522-7941.

7 South Street
P.O. Box 527

(413)648-3160
Bernardston, MA

Lucy Damkoehler, Pastry Chef/Owner
sweetlucysbakeshop@gmail.com
www.sweetlucysbakeshop.com

