
                                     Town of Bernardston 

Board of Selectmen 

 

MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of March 1, 2017.  

 

Meeting held at the Bernardston Senior Center, 20 Church St, Bernardston 

 

Select Board Members Present:                Others Present:   

Andrew Girard, Chairman (arrived at 6:10pm)                     (see attached) 

Robert R. Raymond                                                               

Stanley Garland                                                                      

                                                                                                  

Vice-Chairman Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 5:35pm.  

 

Andrew announced the meeting is being broadcast by BNCTV.   

  

Warrants (week ending February 24th) 
Stan asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of $34,417.12. Motion 

by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried.  
 

Stan requested a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $114,729.12. 

Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried. Stan noted the Franklin Tech School 

assessments at $62,000 and a payment to Stantec for the design on the Turners Falls Rd 

bridge project were included in this week’s vendor warrant.  

 

Minutes 

 Regular Meeting, February 15, 2017. Motion by Bob to approve as written, second by 

Stan. Motion carried.  

 Special Meeting, February 23, 2017.  Motion by Bob to approve as written, second by 

Stan. Motion carried.  

 Executive Session, February 23, 2017. Motion by Bob to approve as written, second by 

Stan. Motion carried.  

 Special Meeting, February 27, 2017.  Motion by Bob to approve as written, second by 

Stan. Motion carried 

 

Calendar & Announcements  

Stan read aloud the events and activities in Town for the near future. The non-partisan 

caucus is scheduled for 7:00pm Monday, March 6th at the Senior Center. The PVRSD budget 
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public hearing is set for Thursday March 2nd and the subsequent School Committee vote on 

the same is scheduled for Tuesday March 7th.  

 

Citizen’s Concerns – None 

 

Appointments – None 

 

New Business 

2016 Annual Report Printing Bid 

Highland Press, Athol came in as the only bidder at $723.62 for the printing of the 2016 

Annual Report. Motion by Bob to award the printing bid to Highland Press, Athol in the 

base amount of $723.62 for the 2016 Annual Report, second by Stan. Motion carried.  

 

Employment Application 

An application for employment was received from Alton Streeter, 75 South St, Benardston 

interested in any open jobs available. He listed custodial experience. The Board will keep the 

application on file. 

 

Time-Off Request 

Two time-off requests were submitted by Town employees for approval. Motion by Bob to 

approve the time-off requests, second by Stan. Motion carried.  

 

Historical Commission 

Two names were forwarded to the Board of consideration; Christine Pineo and Carolyn 

Whithead-Johnson to replace 2 retiring members. Motion by Bob to appoint Christine Pineo 

and Carolyn Whithead-Johnson to the Historical Commission through March 31, 2020, 

second by Stan. Motion carried.  

 

Highway Dept Vehicle  

The Highway Dept recommends purchase of a 2003 Ford Explorer Sport-Trak pick-up to 

replace the 2003 Ford Expedition which is out of service and off the road. The cost is 

$5,795.00. Motion by Bob to approve the expense, second by Bob. Motion carried.  

 

Surplus Property  

Motion to declare the 2003 Ford Expedition as surplus property and put the same up for 

public auction by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried 
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Old Business 

Fire Station Update 

Stan reported the Fire Station Committee favors the Kringle Drive site as the preferred 

location for a new fire station. Final costs and land acquisition costs are still being 

determined. There has been considerable feedback from residents on the subject.  

 

PVRSD FY18 Budget 

Bob reported on a recent PVRSD Budget Sub-Committee meeting where an additional 

$750,000 has been returned into the FY18 budget. The impact of the increase to Bernardston 

is plus 8.77% to the assessment equaling an additional $240,000. Northfield would see a 

9.85% increase, Leyden 3.64% and Warwick 1.04%. Bob noted there has been a considerable 

drop in PVRSD enrollment in the last several years down from 1,100 5-years ago to 

approximately 650 at present. He also stated Bernardston’s share of the PVRSD budget was 

$2million in 2010 and is forecasted to be $3million for FY18 with the latest increase. The 

public hearing on the proposed budget is 7:00pm March 7th at the PVRS auditorium.  

 

Town Coordinator Report 

Hugh Campbell reported on the following:  

 

Turners Falls Road Bridge Project 

A summary of a meeting with engineers from Stantec was discussed. The design of the road 

to a 35-mph speed limit will likely increase the construction budget by $50,000. The process 

to lower the speed limit to 30-mph to stay within present projected cost measurements is 

time-consuming, cumbersome and impractical. The additional cost could be added as a 

special article on the Annual Town Meeting or funded through another means. Permanent 

easements from NMH will be sought and temporary construction easement from resident 

Tim McCrory will also be procured. Tim attended the meeting and has no problems with the 

project and welcomes the improvement. MassDOT has not officially informed the Town of a 

decision to fund the project under the Small Bridge Program. Construction is expected to be 

in July or later and should last about 4-weeks.  

 

Annual Report  

Departmental and agency annual reports are trickling with the usual tardy suspects being 

chased down for their reports.  
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Annual Town Meeting warrant  

A rough first draft of the 2017 Annual Town Meeting warrant was distributed with various 

notes attached thereto. The warrant will be revised several times between now and the 

posting date. The important issue at the present is to be aware of all matters that should be 

on the warrant for consideration.  

 

Recess 

Motion by Bob to take a recess at 6:12pm pending the 6:30pm appointment by the PVRSD 

HEART Committee, second by Stan. Motion carried.  

 

The meeting was reconvened by Stan at 6:34pm.  

 

6:30pm PVRSD HEART Committee 

Bob Raymond re-opened the meeting with remarks about the idea behind the HEART 

committee and the desire to keep a sustainable school system in place. He read aloud the 

members of the HEART committee totaling 15 comprised of 3 representatives from each 

member district town, 2 school committee members and PVRSD Supt. Ruth Miller. Bob 

introduced guests to the meeting Martha Thurber, Chairman of the Mohawk School 

Committee and Michael Buoniconti, Supt of the Mohawk School District who were invited 

to speak this evening.  

 

Martha chaired a similar committee titled the BEST Committee that is initiating changes to 

the system within the Mohawk district. Mohawk is comprised of 8 separate towns all with 

elementary schools of their own, a declining enrollment problem and very high 

transportation cost due to the size of the district.  The BEST Committee met weekly, had 

several topic specific sub-committees, established a website, kept the public informed via 

town newsletters, the local newspapers and established a dialogue with teachers and parents. 

Teachers were invited to lend their knowledge and expertise. The Mohawk District 

Agreement requires a 100% vote by all district members to make any changes to the system. 

There were many challenges faced during the course of their discussions including closure of 

schools, re-use of buildings, lost jobs, member willingness to close schools, keeping 

communication accurate, overcoming rumors and untruths. The BEST Committee focused on 

developing a new learning environment when schools were merged. Kate Barrows, a Colrain 

BEST Committee member spoke to many issues faced Colrain faced with the impacts to the 

Colrain Center School when it was slated for possible closure. 

 



 5 

BOS Minutes 
March 1, 2017 
(cont.)  
 

 

Michael Buoniconti, Supt of the Mohawk School District spoke to many issues facing 

regional school districts west of Boston. His main message is the status quo can’t continue 

and it is up to the school districts to find solutions and not rely on Boston to solve problems 

for the western region. The politics do not favor the populations in western Massachusetts. 

Asking Boston for more funding simply falls on deaf ears and is not a useful approach he 

stated. He said it was important for the school committee to drive the process of change 

within school districts and how quality education is delivered. He noted the PVRSD HEART 

Committee is a product of a Town/citizen initiative unlike the BEST Committee which was 

and is driven by the Mohawk School Committee. He took several questions from the 

audience citing examples of how the BEST Committee handled issues and challenges. 

Technology could be a key method of delivering education in the future, consolidating 

administrative functions and even possibly a single Superintendent for all regional school 

districts in Franklin County as a way to save money. The schools need to come up with 

solutions to function efficiently. The Franklin County Technical School is seen as a partner 

in public education not a threat. The regional schools in the county need to find ways for 

efficiency while at the same time offering quality educational options.  The last option is to 

have the state force consolidation.  

 

Bob thanked both Martha and Michael for their time this evening.  

 

Adjournment 

With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the meeting 

adjourned at 7:53pm, Bob seconded. Motion carried.   

 

Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator  

 

_________________, Chairman          _________________         __________________ 

Andrew I. Girard                                  Stanley D. Garland             Robert R. Raymond                     

 

 


