
 

Town of Bernardston 
Board of Selectmen 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of September 3, 2014   

 

Select Board Members Present:                             Others Present:   

Robert R. Raymond, Chairman                                                     Jane Dutcher, Finance Committee 

Virginia M. Budness , Vice-Chairman                                          James Palmeri, Police Chief 

Louis J. Bordeaux, Clerk                                                                 David Nordstrum, The Conway School 

                                                                                                         Johanna Stacy, Planning Board 

                                                                                                         John Lepore 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 3.02pm.  

 

Bob announced the meeting is being broadcast by BNCTV. 

 

Warrants (week ending August 29, 2014) 

Bob asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of $33,229.51. Motion by 

Virginia to approve, second by Lou. Motion carried. Virginia asked the Board consider a uniform 

payroll time sheet based on the format developed by the Town Coordinator. Virginia asked the Town 

Coordinator to disseminate his time sheet to other departments, and he agreed to do so.  

 

Bob called for a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $126,482.54. Motion by 

Virginia to approve, second by Lou. Motion carried.  

 

Minutes 

Regular Meeting of August 20, 2014. Motion by Virginia to approve as written, second by Lou. 

Motion carried.  

 

Calendar & Announcements 

Bob read aloud the calendar and announcements. 

 
Building Permits 

Bob read aloud residential permits issues in the month of August. No commercial permits reported. 

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

None.  
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BOS Meeting 

September 3, 2014 
(cont.)  
 
Appointments  

3.05pm  David Nordstrum – The Conway School  

David Nordstrum appeared before the Board to discuss preparation of a Scope of Services for the 

Town’s Master Plan. Circumstances with faculty and the timing of the beginning of the new school 

year had prevented him from providing a Scope of Services this evening. However, he did discuss in 

general terms with the Board the method of operation The Conway School would pursue if chosen to 

proceed. Mr. Nordstrum had met previously with the Town Coordinator and Bob Raymond 

previously. The Conway School would assign 2-3 student teams to work on specific elements of the 

Master Plan as required under MGL Chapter 41, Section 81D. Cost is $6,500 per term with the 

Winter Term (January-March) being the likely time when the project would begin. Local 

representation would be in the form of a Master Plan Steering Committee up to 7-persons. The Town 

Coordinator would oversee the progress of the plan, and be the local point person on behalf of the 

Board. The Board agreed to review a Scope of Services at their next meeting on September 17th or 

October 1st.  

 

3.20pm  James Palmeri, Police Chief 

Chief Palmeri has an opportunity to construct a 2-car garage funded by a VT Yankee community 

project grant that would pay for materials. Labor to construct the garage would need to be donated. 

The value of the materials is approximately $27,000. The dimensions of the garage would be 

approximately 35’ x 35’. Attaching the garage to the existing police station would allow for a secure 

transfer of prisoners from cruisers into the station. Funds have to be expended by December 31st. 

Chief Palmeri explained the project is the preliminary stages, and this is an informational briefing. 

The Board is enthusiastic about the proposal and offered any assistance. Chief Palmeri will keep the 

Board informed.  

 

New Business  

Officer Christopher Savinski - The Board read aloud a letter of appreciation from Marylyn Grandy 

addressed to Chief Palmeri. The letter described the assistance given to Pauline Johnson to reunite 

her with her family in Brattleboro, VT. Officer Christopher Savinski was called to the Country 

Corner Store to assist with an elderly disoriented person. The Board agreed to send a letter of 

recognition to Chris for his actions in assisting Ms. Johnson going above and beyond the normal call 

of duty.  Chief Palmeri stated both letters will be part of Chris’ personnel file.  

 

Time-Off Request – Two employees have requested time-off. Motion to approve by Virginia, second 

by Lou. Motion carried.  

 

Fire Department / Emergency Management - Fire Chief Peter Shedd submitted 2 grant contracts from 

the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) for the Board Chairman’s signature. 

Motion by Lou to sign the contract with MEMA in the amount of $4,435 for emergency performance 

and preparedness, second by Virginia. Motion carried. Motion by Lou to sign the contract with  
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BOS Meeting 

September 3 2014 
(cont.)  
 

 

MEMA in the amount of $8,500 for VT Yankee emergency preparations, second by Virginia. Motion 

carried.  

 

Volunteer Application – Stephen Nestonpower, 10 Dewey St, submitted a volunteer application to 

serve in Town government. Mr. Nestonpower cited interest in education, finance and capital 

budgeting. Openings currently exist with the Finance Committee and Conservation Committee. The 

Town Moderator appoints members to the Finance Committee.  

 

One-Day Liquor License – The Bernardston Kiwanis Club applied for two 1-day liquor licenses for 

the Scarecrow in the Park celebration October 25 & 26, 2014 at Cushman Park. Motion to grant a 1-

day liquor license to the Kiwanis Club for Saturday October 25th by Virginia, second by Lou. Motion 

carried. Motion to grant a 1-day liquor license to the Kiwanis Club for Sunday October 26th by 

Virginia, second by Lou. Motion carried. Hugh Campbell will notify the ABCC accordingly.  

 

FRCOG Regional Planning Board – The FRCOG is seeking a representative from Bernardston to fill a 

vacancy on their Regional Planning Board. Stanley Garland represents the Town on the FRCOG 

Greater Franklin County Comprehensive Economic Development Committee (CEDS.) Bob 

announced aloud to the viewership of the vacancy and if interested in serving, please contact the 

Selectmen’s office accordingly.  

 

Local Cultural Council – The Town Clerk submitted an appointment of Jeana Bachinski to the Local 

Cultural Council through March 31, 2017. Motion by Lou to appoint Jeana Bachinski to the Local 

Cultural Council through March 31, 2017, second by Virginia. Motion carried.  

 

Old Business 

Cushman Park – The Town’s license with the state Department of Fisheries & Wildlife (DFW) to 

conduct maintenance on the outfall canal in Cushman Park expired July 1, 2014. The Board is seeking 

a renewal of the license with the intent to conduct the maintenance work by no later than September 

30th. Motion to seek renewal of the DFW license by Virginia, second by Lou. Motion carried.   

 

Land Lease – The Bernardston Fire & Water District (BF&WD) corresponded with the Selectmen 

regarding the issue of Mike Snow placing organic white ash on the land he leases from the Town. The 

district is not in favor of any materials being paced within 400’ of the Town’s water supply well site. 

The Board is reluctant to overrule the district as protecting the Town’s water supply is paramount. 

The Town Coordinator will contact Mike Snow with the Selectmen’s position on the matter.  
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September 3, 2014 
(cont.)  
 

 

Special Town Meeting– The Board continued discussion regarding the calling of a Special Town 

Meeting to fund the additional $130,530.60 to the Town’s assessment of the PVRS FY15 school 

budget as a result of the Northfield override recount. The Town of Warwick will not pursue a re-vote 

on their PVRS share of their school assessment. As a result, Bernardston must fund the additional 

$130,530.60 to the Town’s share of the FY15 PVRS budget.  

 

The date and time was set for 7pm Wednesday, October 8, 2014 in the BES cafeteria. Motion by Lou, 

second by Virginia. Motion carried.  

 

The Board discussed the proposed warrant articles. Article 1 submitted by the Finance Committee 

asked for a transfer from the Stabilization account to fund in full the Town’s share of the $400,000 

PVRS technology infrastructure loan at $128,720 instead of 5 payments over 5-years. Jane Dutcher, 

Chairman of the Finance Committee stated this would eliminate the Town’s liability towards the 

borrowing measure. Jane said the Finance Committee had voted to request this article be placed on 

the warrant. Bob asked if the school was actually incurring the full $400,000 debt. Virginia said 

payment would not begin until FY16 and asked why the topic is being addressed in FY15. Bob said 

Board and Finance Committee have worked diligently to build up the Stabilization account from 

when it was a paltry amount several years ago. Motion by Virginia to defer Article 1 until the Annual 

Town Meeting subject to favorable consideration, second by Lou. Motion carried.  

 
The Board moved onto Article 2 calling for the additional assessment of $130,530.60 to the Town’s 

share of the PVRSD FY15 budget. Motion by Lou to fund the additional assessment of $130,530.60 

through taxation (raise and appropriate), second by Virginia. Motion carried.  

 

Articles 3 – 8 are proposed zoning amendments for the South St corridor submitted by the Planning 

Board. Bob read Article 3 which proposes the Town adopt the Stretch Code as part of Massachusetts 

Building Code. This will qualify the Town to become eligible for a Green Community designation 

leading to potential grant funding.  

 

School Road Trees – J.L. Raymaakers, the contractor for the School Rd reconstruction project, is 

proposing to replace 2 trees; one near the entrance to BES and the other across from #30 School Rd. 

Both replacements will be Red Maples replacing American Elms that have essentially died. 

Raymaakers (through their sub-contractor Fillions Nursery) are not offering warranties on the 

replacements. Lou expressed concern about no warranties. He said the Town could be stuck with a 

“lemon” as a replacement and has no recourse. Both Virginia and Bob agreed with Lou’s position. 

Motion by Lou to accept the replacement trees and also request they be warrantied, second by 

Virginia. Motion carried.  
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September 3, 2014 
(cont.)  
 

 

FY15 Diesel Contract – FY15 prices have been locked in by the Town’s group purchaser of diesel fuel, 

the Lower Pioneer Valley Cooperative, at $3.2496 per gallon. Motion to sign the contract with Global 

Montello, Inc., to supply diesel fuel to the Town at $3.2486 per gallon by Virginia, second by Lou. 

Motion carried.  

 

Town Coordinator Report  

Hugh Campbell reported on the following to the Board:  

a) Town Hall Front Door – An email was received from Eric Almeida, Chairman of the Planning 

Board noting he had stopped by on 2 occasions after hours finding the Town Hall front door 

unlocked. Hugh suggested this may be a good time to consider changing the front door lock 

and issue a new set of keys. Cost would be in the $200 range including up to 40 sets of keys. It 

is also very possible someone was in the Town hall when Eric stopped by. The Board opted 

not to change the lock, but issue a notice to all Town departments to be more careful when 

leaving Town Hall.  

b) ZBA/Conservation Commission Clerk – Two applicants had applied for the position. Deadline 

for applicants closes at 3pm on September 4th.  

c) Tree Warden – The Tree warden will attend to the trimming of trees on School Rd as soon as 

a bucket truck is available.  

d) Cushman Park Culvert – The Highway Department has repaired the screen on the culvert 

entrance in Cushman Park. The repaired grate should be able to withstand considerable force 

from water and debris. Ongoing maintenance of the stream bed directly in front of the screen 

will be necessary to avoid future damage.  

e) Landfill Testing – DEP will be issuing an annual testing permit to the Town in the near 

future.  

f) 31 School Rd – Town Counsel suggested that property be walked to ensure the Town is not 

taking on any liabilities such as illegal dumping or hazardous waste.  

g) Town Building Energy Survey – A firm working on behalf of area utility companies is 

proposing an energy survey of the Town Hall. The Town will be compensated $200.00 for its 

time. The Board agreed to the survey.  

 

 

Adjourn   With no further business to be discussed, Lou made a motion to declare the meeting 

adjourned at 4.37pm, Virginia seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator 

 

 

_________________, Chairman       ___________________, Member _________________, Member 

Robert R. Raymond                     Virginia M. Budness                  Louis J. Bordeaux  


