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The Bernardston Police Department currently consists of three full-time police officers;
one Chief of Police, one Sergeant, one Full-Time Officer and four Part-Time Officers. Brian
Ravish is our Sergeant, Jason Bassett is our Full-Time Officer and in order of seniority is the
part-time officers; Scott Waldron, Evan Golann, Darren Gale and Jared Smith. Our current
Animal Control Officer is the Infamous Leonard “Whitey” Streeter. Mr. Streeter has done an
excellent job managing our animal related problems in the town. We would be lost without his
services. In fact, our entire team does an outstanding job everyday providing the service and
securities the residents of Bernardston deserve. They are enthusiastic and constantly go above
and beyond what is expected of them. Their dedication to both the profession and to the
community is second to none.

There are fourteen normally scheduled shifts throughout the week. There are also
additional misc shifts scheduled throughout the twelve months, with funding for these shifts
coming from grants. Some of the grants we received are through the Executive Office of Public
Safety and Security (EOPSS). The Governor Highway Safety Grant (GHSB), commonly
referred as the “Click It or Ticket” grant, primarily focused on motor vehicle violations. The
primary objectives for these grants are for but not limited to; Seat Belt violations, Speeding,
Drunk Driving (OUI), and Aggressive Driving. These shifts are scheduled during high traffic
times and targeted to known problem areas throughout the town. In addition to patrols, the
grants allowed us to purchase certain traffic enforcement/safety equipment, such as mobile radar
units, hand-held radar guns, window-tint meters, traffic cones, etc. The current equipment grant
money we receive is for the amount of $3,000. This is spent on updating our cruiser radar units,
hand-held radar units, tint meters, Preliminary Breath Test machines, and other misc. safety
related equipment. Another chance to receive this grant money will be in the late summer or
early fall of 2010.

The police department is still facing some difficult challenges with the current economic
times. The police department had received various grant monies over the past several years, the
largest being Community Policing. The community policing money was $38,000 per year, but is
no longer available due to State Budget cuts. In the past, community policing was used for
augmented shifts, gasoline for patrol, over-time due to investigations and activities, updating
police equipment, purchasing newer office furniture, current rescue equipment and most
importantly our police cruiser fleet. The last five police cruisers were purchased using these
funds, saving the Bernardston taxpayers thousands of dollars. Currently, the department’s police
cruisers are; 2009 Dodge Charger, 2007 Ford Crown Victoria, 2006 Ford Explorer 4x4, and a
2004 Ford Crown Victoria. When we purchased the new 2009 cruiser in March 2009 (with the
final community policing monies) I made the decision to donate our 2003 Ford Expedition to the
Fire Department. The estimated life of a police cruiser is approximately 5 years, averaging 15k
miles per year. The reason our cruisers last for five years (vs. 2-3 years in larger municipalities)
is mainly due to cruiser assignment. Each cruiser is assigned and operated by one individual
officer and therefore kept in better mechanically running condition. The police cruiser is one of
the most important pieces of equipment we use for carrying out our job safely and effectively.



We all work very hard to give the residents of Bernardston the quality of policing they
deserve and have been accustomed to. We face a possible 5% budget decrease in the upcoming
FY11 fiscal year. If this happens, we will do our best to fulfill our commitment to you. Our
FY10 budget was reduced by 5 % from the previous year, which seems to be insufficient as we
go through the year. Public Safety is always our number one concern. During these drastic
times in our economy, public services are always threatened, but are nevertheless needed more
than ever. With a declining economy, area crime rates rise. Even though Bernardston is a small
rural community, we need to stay vigilant to deter larger city crimes, as we are not impervious to
such.

During 2009, this agency conducted numerous hours investigating crimes involving
thousands of dollars in larcenies and several residential breaking and enterings. Our largest
investigation involved a burglary ring working throughout southern Vermont, NH, and MA.
Subsequently, these criminals were identified and now face prosecution.

Our statistics were higher than normal, having our arrest records soared from 25 in 2008
to 67 in 2009. Below are some of the other Bernardston Police Statistics for the year 2009;

******************************************************************************

Arrests – 67 Animal Complaints – 106 Assists Citizen/Motorists - 190

Breaking and Entering – 13 Building / House Checks – 334 Burglar Alarms – 51

Domestic Disturbances – 12 Investigating Incidents – 115 Larceny / Fraud Cases – 27

MV Accidents – 48 Medical Emergency Assists – 72 Motor Vehicle Stops - 656

Traffic Enforcement – 707 Suspicious Activity – 90 911 calls – 34

Officer Wanted – 38 FID/LTC – 39 Written Citations – 54

Assists other Agencies - 197

Fees collected from The District Court - $ 2,290.00
Fees collected from Pistol Permits - $ 425.00
Fees collected from the RMV (Citations) - $ 49,507.50

******************************************************************************

I am honored and hope to continue serving you as your Police Chief. If there are ever
any questions or something I can do to help, please never hesitate to call me.

In conclusion, I would like to thank the residents for your continuous support. I also wish
to thank the personnel at Town Hall, the Selectboard, Highway Department and the Fire
Department. They all work hard every day to assist in fulfilling our obligations to the residents
of the Town of Bernardston.

Respectfully submitted,

James E. Palmeri
Chief of Police
Bernardston Police Department


